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Worship
Where the congregation becomes an audience, little spiritual work is done and little 
power is given.
 Evelyn Underhill

Worship is the primary thing a church does.  It is the primary reason we come 
together on Sundays, Wednesdays, or any other day a service is offered – to come 
together to worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.  We gather to give our thanks 
and praise to the Lord of hopefulness and joy, to the one who created all things, 
both visible and invisible.  As Christians, this is our primary call and duty: to offer 
to God a sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; to worship God to the best of our 
ability.

It just so happens that worship is also the first word of our four-word mission 
statement:  Worship, Welcome, Serve, and Encourage.  When the Vestry was 
working on this a couple of years ago, it became clear that our first mission was to 
worship.  There was a recognition that this is what we did as a church.  And while 
everything we do can be tied back to one or more of those words, worship is, as 
the Archbishop of Canterbury is often called, first among equals.  Because without 
our worship, everything else we do would simply make us yet another social service 
agency.

Through our worship we learn about God.  Through our worship we learn about our 
community.  Through our worship we learn to give our best.  Through our worship 
we begin to deepen our roots.  Through our worship we have a foretaste of the 
heavenly banquet and a glimpse into the kingdom of God.

We must always remember that worship is a verb.  It is something we do.  And while 



I, and others, have described the liturgy as a great drama told in two acts, it is more 
than that.  We do not come to church to be entertained.  We do not come to church 
to simply watch the liturgy unfold over an hour and a half.  We do not come to church 
only to hear what the priest will say in his or her sermon.  We do not come to church 
only to passively receive the sacraments of body and blood.

If any of those were the reason we came to church, we would simply be part of an 
audience; an audience that comes to watch and then go home to carry on as usual.  
And if that is who we are, then, as Evelyn Underhill said, little spiritual work is being 
done and little power is given.

But we are not an audience.  We are all participants in the liturgy and we are all 
participants in the worship of God.  Everyone has a role in this great liturgical drama.  
Yes, there is a designated leader, but the participation of all is vital.  From the audible 
beauty of the organ and choir to the enthusiastic congregational responses, we all 
participate and we all worship.

I am convinced that how we worship is important.  Do we read the words of our 
liturgy like they have meaning and like we believe them?  Or do we make our way 
through them by rote because it’s what we’ve always done and we are looking forward 
to whatever is next on our agenda that day?  Do we see our worship as worship; as the 
giving to God the best of our lives at that moment?  Or do we see it as a bored, tired 
play?  I hope that we see worship as the first of those two sets of questions.

As we enter the last days of summer, as we sneak in our last vacation trips before fall 
sets in, let us remember to give our best to God in our worship, wherever that may be.  
Let us remember that we are all participants in this great drama where we get a glimpse 
of the kingdom of God.  Let us remember that, in our worship, we are being spiritually 
changed, challenged, fed, and healed.  Let us remember that, by virtue of the power of 
the Holy Spirit, we are being transformed so that we may help transform the world.

We are more than an audience.  We are doing the good and holy work of worship.  We 
are deepening our spiritual roots.  We are being filled with power to do the work of 
God.

There’s an old saying that says, “The rule of prayer is the rule of belief.”  The words of 
our liturgy are the words of our prayers.  The words of our liturgy have the power to 
shape our belief.  May the words of our liturgy challenge us and change us, may they 
help to deepen our roots; and may we go forth from worship with those words on our 
minds, lips, and hearts to give us strength to face the days to come.
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And more than anything, may we remember that we are not here to watch but to 
participate; worship is, after all, a verb.  Let us worship like this will be the best thing 
we do all week.

Blessings,

Todd+

Discretionary Report
Current Month

Beginning Balance (June 25): $773.00
Rent Assistance x3 150.00
Utility Assistance x2 100.00
Checks Not Cleared x3 (Added in) 250.00
4th Sunday Deposit 93.00

Balance as of July 19: 866.00 

Received a donation of 10 Sheetz Gift Cards on July 1; have used 2 of those so far.
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Music Notes
Choirs Resume in September

Come check out our choirs for all ages. Children and youth choirs rehearse Monday 
late afternoon and early evening. Parish Choir rehearses on Thursday evening. Re-
hearsal schedules will appear in the September issue of Soundings. Please speak with 
Mark King regarding the choirs.

Mark King Participates in Church Music Convention
The American Guild of Organists (AGO) Regional Convention took place in Phil-
adelphia and South New Jersey in early July. The Opening Convocation took place 
at Haddonfield United Methodist Church, Haddonfield, NJ. The focus of the service 
was “Music as a Unifying Theme.” The keynote speaker was The Rev. Victoria Sirota, 
Episcopal priest who formerly served in the Diocese of Maryland, lecturer, author and 
organist. Stirring choral music was presented by two fine choirs, Haddonfield Unit-
ed Methodist Church Chancel Choir and First Presbyterian Church of Moorestown 
Youth Choir. Evensong took place at Trinity Episcopal Church in Moorestown. The 
service was very spiritually moving due to the excellent sermon by the rector, and 
the transcendental music provided by the church musician and choir. We had a guid-
ed tour and Evensong at Christ Church in Philadelphia, which was founded in 1695 
and played an integral role in the founding of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States. Later in the week there was a service of spirituals titled “In Their Own 
Words: Slave Life and the Power of Spirituals”, led by Eileen Guenther, Professor of 
Church Music at Wesley Theological Seminary and Lecturer in Music at The George 
Washington University.

Virtuosic organ recitals were presented by Alan Morrison (Curtis Institute of Music, 
Philadelphia); Daniel Roth (Organist at St. Sulpice Church, Paris); Carol Williams (San 
Diego Civic Organist Emerita); and Monte Maxwell (Director of Chapel Music at the 
United States Naval Academy, Annapolis).

Workshop/Professional Development opportunities included a lecture titled “Too 
Deep for Words” presented by the Rev. Victoria Sirota. She gave a lot of good food for 
thought regarding liturgy, including the statement “Hymns feed our souls”. Other ses-
sions included a panel discussion of church music yesterday, today and tomorrow; and 
a choral reading session. 

Saint John’s, Hagerstown will be the beneficiary of this continuing education enrich-
ment of attending the American Guild of Organists Regional Convention, which will 
be reflected in our future worship and musical offerings.
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EYC (Episcopal Youth Community) will meet immediately following the 9am 
service on August 11. All youth 6th grade and older are welcome to join us for 
food, fellowship and fun!

Please start prayerfully considering becoming a helper or leader for Children’s 
Chapel. This happens during the 10:15 service and will begin again in September.

Any questions can be directed to:

Heidi McCusker, Volunteer Youth Leader
Youthmin.stjohns@myactv.net
301.733.2560 x101
M-F 9am-1pm

Youth Update

Save the date!
Sunday School resumes on September 8th, 

with classes for children and youth, ages pre-
school through high school. 



Change is Under Foot!

The new flooring project is scheduled to begin Monday, August 5, and is expected to last 
two weeks, being completed on Friday, August 16.  Because of this, the nave will be unable 
to be used for worship on Sunday, August 11.

Therefore, we will have ONE SERVICE on August 11, at 9 a.m. in Trimble Hall.  Please 
plan accordingly.

Additionally, an EYC event and LEV training are scheduled for that day.  They were both 
originally scheduled for noon on 8/11.  But due to the single service at 9 a.m. in Trimble 
Hall, both events have been moved to 11 a.m.

Please note both the single service time of 9 a.m. and the EYC & LEV meetings at 11.

6

You are not done yet!

If you think your Christian education ended with confirmation, think again!  You are 
missing the exciting story of how our church became “our church!”  Beginning in Septem-
ber the Adult Forum will launch into a new series, The History of Christianity; From the 
Disciples to the Dawn of the Reformation!  How did a rag-tag group of twelve become 
THE religious force of the world?  What happened that grew a Jewish sect, meeting in 
homes, into the dominant spiritual and political force on the planet?  

The story of the first 1,500 years of the church’s history is fascinating.  Join the Adult Fo-
rum in St. Mary’s Chapel following the 8 O’clock service as we take a deep-dive into the 
history that made us who we are today.  From the Apostle Paul to the Reformer Luther, we 
will be discussing the good, the bad and the ugly of the early church’s development.

Beginning September 15th – after the 8 O’clock service in St. Mary’s Chapel; The History of 
Christianity: From the Disciples to the Dawn of the Reformation!
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Pastoral Care Committee - Help Needed

The newly formed Pastoral Care Committee’s purpose is to be in contact with Parishioners 
who are going through an event. Members of our committee are Bill & Frances Young, 
Florence Forbes, Karla Davis, Cathy Bushey, Bill Alexander, Evvie Williams, and Sherrie 
Burkholder. This can be an illness, both of a child, death, moving to a full care facility, etc. 
We work with Fr. Todd, Dcn. Sue, Mark King, and members of our congregation to find 
out what help, if any we can provide. This might be a meal, rides to appointments, sitting 
with a sick member and/or their caregiver, sending cards, giving a prayer shawl or prayer 
square,  matching LEVs with a shut in, etc. The possibilities are endless and we are finding 
our way as we go. This is a team effort, for we work with Fr. Todd, Dcn. Sue, Mark King, 
Shawl Ministry, LEVs, Steven Ministers, DOK, and members of our congregation.

We are looking for more helpers to build our list so when a need arises we are ready. We 
are looking for people to...

• Make meals with a short term commitment (Please contact either Jackie Alexander 
(301-665-9322) or Dusty Graham (301-791-1049)

• Make prayer squares and shawls
• Provide rides to appointments
• Visit a shut in
• Alerting us if you know someone with a need

Thanks for your support in this new committee as we help each other.

Dusty Graham
Pastoral Committee chair

Dinner for Eight 

We are beginning to compile groupings for Dinner for Eight. This is a fun and relaxing 
way to get to know each other outside of Sunday morning and helps to deepen the roots 
we have with each other. 

If you would like to participate, or if you have any questions, please contact the office and 
we will get you on the schedule. 

Group pairings will be made later this month.
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Deacon's Corner

One of the roles a deacon does is remind the church folk that there are abun-
dant items collected over the year or years that would make great new abun-
dant gifts for those in need.  We are in a season of collecting your gently used 
or new gems of children's books for ages toddler to 12 years old for our book 
drive.  As we move through August, the Community of Hope will host their 
fair on September 21st.  We will be present again in City Park with our gently 
used or new clothes for all ages.

God has given all to us, in turn, when we have enough, or even too much, we 
then can share our bounty of goodness.  We know to love our God with all 
our heart, mind, soul, and might and love your neighbor as yourself. 

St. John's gives abundantly out of the love we have from God.  In these few 
months, I see what generosity and caring you have for the community.  We 
can and are reaching out to those who do not have.  I continue to see your 
blessings in this place and around Hagerstown.

My prayers are with you and the work we will do in the coming months.

Deacon Sue

“Request for Donations for Christmas Boutique”

 ”Crafts that you have made” were listed among the many donation sugges-
tions requested for the Christmas Boutique. However, this November we will 
also be having an Artisan Craft Fund Raiser with crafts that our parishio-
ners have made, so we prefer that any of your personal crafts be donated to 
this event rather than the Christmas Boutique. Apologies for any confusion. 



Support Our Kids—Be a Prayer Partner
One of the joys of attending the 10:15 worship for many of us is seeing the growing num-
ber of children attending worship and taking part in the service.  The Service and Out-
reach Commission would like to continue a quiet ministry that has been very successful 
over the past few years: our Secret Prayer Partners.  We believe that an essential part of 
supporting all our children is to pray for them.  This is a part of our baptismal vows and a 
way in which we strengthen our community life in Christ.

As an adult member of the congregation, will you agree to “adopt” a child or a family of 
children and pray for them every day?  What better way can we support them than this?  
If you agree, we will give you the name of a child or family in the parish and ask for you to 
pray for each child every day.  We would ask you NOT to give gifts but please do send the 
children cards on special holidays such as Christmas, Valentine’s Day, and their birthday.  
Please do not reveal yourself until the designated day which we will let you know in ad-
vance.

If you are a parent of a child (birth to age 18), please register your child for the pro-
gram—even if they have participated before!  It makes it easier for us to ensure that 
each child has a prayer partner.

In the past, this has been a special ministry for the children and the participants.  It’s also 
been a comfort for parents to know that their children are being prayed for by someone 
else in the St. John’s family.  Please join us in this endeavor.  You will find the forms to sign 
up for prayer partners for the 2019-2020 school year both in Soundings and on the table 
by the Antietam Street entrance.  Even if you were a partner last year, please sign up 
again so we know that you wish to continue your ministry.

Please return your forms to the Parish Office or to Karla Davis.



Secret Prayer Partners—Adult Form
Support Our Kids—Be a Prayer Partner

One of the joys of attending the 10:15 worship for many of us is seeing the growing num-
ber of children attending worship and taking part in the service. The Service and Out-
reach Commission revived this special St. John’s ministry, the Secret Prayer Partners, sev-
eral years ago. They would like to continue it this coming year.  In the past, this has been 
a beloved ministry for all participants, child or adult.  It’s also been a comfort for parents 
to know that their children are being prayed for by someone else in the St. John’s family. 
What better way to form a lasting connection with and support the youth of the parish 
then to lift them up in prayer? 
Any adult member of the congregation is invited to participate. All that is required is that 
you pray for each child every day from September 2019 – August  2020 and to send the 
children cards on special holidays such as Thanksgiving, Christmas, Valentine’s Day, Eas-
ter, and their birthdays.  Please do not send gifts, as we want everyone to be able to partic-
ipate in this special ministry.  
Please complete the form below and return it to the Church Office or Karla Davis imme-
diately.  Once all forms are collected, you will be matched with a child or children in the 
parish.  The Secret Prayer Partners will be revealed in late summer 2020.

Name: _______________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________
Phone: _______________________________________________________________
E-mail: ______________________________________________________________
Number of Children willing to partner with: _________________________________

Children who you have already had as partners and would like someone else to have the 
chance to get to know: _____________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

Any requests for a child you would like to have.  (Obviously we can’t promise because 
what if 5 pray-ers request the same child.)  However, if possible we would honor this re-
quest.
______________________________________________________________
  
Your signature:   __________________________________________________________



Secret Prayer Partners – Youth Form

Any youth member of the congregation (birth to age 18) is invited to participate. A parent 
must consent for an adult member of St. John’s parish to pray for his or her child/children 
every day from September 2019 – August 2020 and to send the children cards on special 
holidays such as Thanksgiving, Christmas, Valentine’s Day, Easter, and their birthdays.  
The adult Secret Prayer Partner has been asked to not send gifts, as we want everyone to 
be able to participate in this special ministry.

Please complete the form below and return it to the Church Office or Karla Davis imme-
diately.  Once all forms are collected, your child or children will be matched with an adult 
in the parish.  The Secret Prayer Partners will be revealed in the late summer of 2020.

Names of child/children the parent consents to participate in the program: 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

Child/Children’s Dates of Birth: _____________________________________________

Mailing Address: _________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: __________________________________________________________

Parent E-mail: ___________________________________________________________

Parent Signature: _________________________________________________________



Mark Your Calendars For Fun:   

Dinner and Basket Bingo
Friday, October 18.   

Great Lasagna, Many Baskets!!!
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HATS OFF TO:

• Congratulations to Dylan Weibel! Dylan graduated from St James School and will 
start his college studies this fall at Rennsaeler Polytechnic Institute majoring in 
mechanical engineering. Dylan also recently earned his Eagle Scout rank by building 
a utility ramp for the Community Free Clinic in Hagerstown. Best of luck Dylan with 
your new adventures!

Keep me in the loop by sending information to my email address: uofapsu@verizon.net. 
Feel free also to pull me aside to share your good news so I may share it with St. Johns.

Kelly Slocum
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
David Abeles  8/1
William Abeles Sr. 8/2
Charles Brining 8/3
Sherrie Burkholder 8/4
Joseph Tischer  8/5
Ruth Ann Ogle 8/6
Joe Rose  8/6
Jim Burdett  8/7
James Ide  8/7
Michael Jordan 8/8
Brenda Price  8/8
Tania Anderson 8/9
Alden Sunnarborg 8/9
Mac Seekford  8/11

Glenda Fuller  8/12
Roderick Cox  8/14
Zach Myers  8/15
Kevin Hebb  8/16
Robert Speelman 8/18
Douglas Spickler 8/21
Todd Young  8/21
Susan Sunnarborg 8/22 
Donald Carpenter 8/25
Doree Brinson  8/26
Bill Wallschleger Jr. 8/26
Jalen McClary  8/30
Shannon McClary 8/31

Happy Anniversaries!
Rob & Kelly Slocum  8/2
Brian & Sherrie Burkholder 8/4
Roger & Ellen Collins  8/8
Dayton & Kimbra Tweedy 8/11
Jim & Marylou Ballard 8/12
Jim & Doree Brinson  8/12
Bob & Karla Davis  8/16
Bill & Dusty Graham  8/21
Daniel Beard & John Hulka 8/24
Cathy & Frank Bushey 8/29
Bill & Dolores Maletzky 8/29 


