
SOUNDINGS
 The Newsletter of Saint John’s Episcopal Parish, Hagerstown, Maryland

July 2019
Rector Ramblings on . . . 

a little bit of everything
July is upon us.  How that happened, I’m not quite sure; but here it is regardless.  
And here are some things I’ve been thinking about recently.

A New Deacon:  July 1 is the first day on the job for our new deacon, the Rev. Sue 
Wert.  She was raised up out of St. Mark’s, Lappans, and many of you know her 
from either there or from her participation in the EfM program that was held here 
for so long.  Some of you may have already met her since she worshiped with us on 
June 9 and 23, getting a feel for the liturgy and making herself known.

Besides her liturgical function at worship, she will also be working with other 
outreach ministries of our parish, as well as possibly coordinating outreach ministries 
with other Washington County churches.  You can read more about her in this 
edition of Soundings where she has written the first of her own brand of ramblings.

The Discretionary Fund:  The discretionary fund is an account for which the 
Rector has sole control.  It is used for “such pious and charitable uses as the Rector 
shall determine” (Canon III.9.5(b)(6)).  Every fourth Sunday of the month is 
designated as “Discretionary Sunday” and the loose cash offering from both services 
are deposited into this account.  These donations allow me to help people in need of 
rent, utility, medical, or other assistance.  These donations are also over and above 
a person’s regular pledge to the Church.  So save up your loose change and/or loose 
bills during the month and then place them in the offering plate on the fourth 
Sunday so that, on behalf of the Church, I may continue to help people who are 
slipping through the cracks of the system or find themselves just that much short.

Another good way to help is through the purchase of Sheetz gift cards.  These are 
extremely handy when someone needs assistance with gas or even a quick stop for 
emergency food.  Martins/Giant gift cards are also available and can help to cover 



greater needs than Sheetz.  Purchasing gift cards for the discretionary fund also helps 
the J2A youth group because they are the recipients of gift card profits.  So it’s a win-
win.

Discretionary Fund Report:  As I mentioned, I have sole control of the Discretionary 
Fund, and that fund has specific purposes to which it is directed.  It is not a Rector’s 
expense account where I take people to dinner or a round of golf at my discretion to 
discuss church matters.  In my continuing efforts to be as transparent and above board 
as possible, I’m going to begin including a Discretionary Report in every Soundings.  
This will let you see how it is being used and what the balance of the fund is.  Please 
keep in mind that this is not a balance sheet, but a general accounting of how the 
funds are used.

Vacation:  Joelene and I are finally able to take a vacation this year!  We have scheduled 
a trip out west to visit family and friends who live in “the other Washington.”  We are 
flying out on July 20 and returning on July 29, and I am also taking that following 
week.  I will be out of the office from July 19 through August 4.  The Rev. Georgia 
DuBose, a priest who I met briefly while I was in Oregon but now lives in Harpers 
Ferry, will be covering services while I’m gone.  In my absence, you can call the church 
office or Dcn. Sue if you have a pastoral emergency.  Her number is (443) 838-1671.
Health:  Overall my health continues to be good.  But you all know about my chronic 
back pain and how that has negatively affected certain aspects of doing my job.  So, 
after a couple of meetings with a back specialist associated with the University of 
Maryland, I will have back surgery on November 13.  Why so far out?  Basically 
because I have a football season to get through.  Based on the expected recovery time, 
I should be ready to go by the time Advent and Christmas come around.  I’ll keep you 
all posted as it gets closer.

Odds and Ends:  
• There are no formal Commission or Vestry meetings scheduled in July; we will 

resume in August.  ** Evening Prayer continues to be offered on Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Friday.  This is a prayerful way to end the day, and I invite you to join 
us.

• Offices will be closed July 4 & 5 in observance of Independence Day.
• Don’t forget to purchase your Martins/Sheetz gift cards on sale at the Antietam St. 

entrance.
• Summer is the traditional low-point in the budget cycle.  Please do your part to 

avoid this by remembering to keep up on your pledges.

May you have a blessed and safe summer,

Todd+
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Deacon’s Corner

Greetings St. John’s,

July is the most ordinary month of ordinary time, however you asked the Bishop and he 
has added me, the Deacon, to be an additional servant for the Church.  This makes this 
ordinary time a little extraordinary.  

Perhaps some of you might know me, but for those who do not, I’m from Annapolis, and I 
now make Hagerstown my home.  I went to the University of Baltimore and have a Bache-
lor's degree in Business.  I explored a call to ordained ministry in the Lutheran Church and 
earned my Masters of Divinity.  During this exploration, I was a Resident Chaplain in two 
different hospitals, one trauma and the other a general facility.

Since then, I have worked in the world in retail and have loved every minute. In essence, I 
work in the world, and in my vocational life as a deacon, I love the people in the world.

So now that I’m here, you will see me most Sundays in worship with you.  I’ll add a prayer 
or two to the Prayers of the People.  During the week I’ll have office hours on Monday 
from 3 to 6 pm,  please stop by.  I will be available by appointment otherwise.

As this season of ordinary time continues, we will get to know one another. Let us contin-
ue the great ministries here at St. John's and grow in this ordinary time to go to love and 
serve the Lord!

Deacon Sue

Should you need to get in touch with Sue for pastoral issues, service & outreach, 
questions in general, here is her contact information:

Office Phone:  301-733-2560, ext. 113
Cell Phone:  443-838-1671
e-mail:  deacon.stjohns@myactv.net

She will be serving at both the 8 and 10:15 services, and have office hours on 
Monday, 3-6.

Please introduce yourself and welcome her to the parish.
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Music Notes
Awards Presented to Choristers

Awards were presented to members of the Saint Francis Choir (children), Canterbury 
Choir (youth) and the Parish Choir at the conclusion of the choirs’ singing season this 
spring.

Saint Francis Choir
• Participation Certificates: Liam Magno, Ema Myers, Rhys Weibel
• Best Attendance Award: Ema Myers
• Graduation Award: Rhys Weibel

Canterbury Choir
• Participation Certificates: Brynn Lietuvnikas, Mikaela Mummert, Leonie Poole, Liam 
Sealing, Nels Sunnarborg
• Best Attendance Awards: Brynn Lietuvnikas, Mikaela Mummert

Parish Choir
• Perfect Attendance Award: Alden Sunnarborg

Thank You for Youth Choir Dinners
A big thank you to the following people who provided dinners for the children and 
youth choirs on Monday evenings: Julie Barlup, Cathy Bushey, Joyce Chabot, Ann 
Chaney, Rebecca Connor and Jason Weibel, Florence Forbes, Katherine Foreman, 
Stephny Lietuvnikas, Betty Markle, Betsy Mummert, Zach and Ethel Myers, Jen Seal-
ing, Alden and Susan Sunnarborg, Emma Williams, Evvie Williams, Carvel and Nicki 
Wright.

Independence Day Carillon Recital
Jim Brinson will present a carillon recital on Thursday, July 4 at 3:00 p.m. at Mercers-
burg Academy Chapel featuring Patriotic music, American folk songs, and hymns. The 
program is free and the public is invited to attend.

Looking Ahead to September
Children, youth and adults are invited to come check out our choirs. Rehearsals re-
sume in September. Information about rehearsal schedules will appear in future issues 
of Soundings.
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EYC welcomes Paul Mackey as a co-leader.

EYC will meet July 14 for tacos and large group games. Anyone in 6th grade and 
above is welcome to attend.

Children’s Chapel is now only provided September to May effective immediately.  
From now until Sunday School starts, children will need to sit with their parents 
during the service.

We need Sunday School teachers for the fall.  If you are interested, please talk to 
Susan Sunnarborg or Heidi McCusker.

We are implementing a new curriculum for the fall.  If you want to help in the 
process of choosing one, please contact Susan Sunnarborg, Heidi McCusker or 
Rebecca Connor.

Questions can be directed to Heidi McCusker, Volunteer Youth Leader.

Office Hours M-F 10am-2pm
301.733.2560 x101 or email anytime youthmin.stjohns@myactv.net.

Youth Update

July Calendar Note: St. John’s will 
not be holding Vacation Bible School 
this summer. We look forward to the 
return of VBS in 2020, and a fun time 
for all!



Relay for Life Recap

In September 2018, the Journey to Adulthood (J2A) class chose Relay for Life of Washing-
ton County as their service project because the teens felt that everyone, in some way, has 
been touched by cancer.  Relay for Life raises money to fund ground-breaking cancer re-
search and patient care programs for the American Cancer Society.  Throughout the year, 
J2A held several fundraisers to support Relay for Life, including a dessert auction, daffodil 
sales, family dance, and the sale of Luminaria.

Relay for Life of Washington County culminated in the annual walk at the YMCA of Hag-
erstown.  From Friday evening, June 14, to Saturday morning, June 15, J2A teens, parents, 
and adult volunteers fielded walkers continuously through the night.  Together, Saint 
John’s walked 19.3 miles.  When the teens weren’t walking, they participated in dancing, a 
scavenger hunt, eating, and, yes, dozing.  Relay for Life staffers commented several times 
how much the spirit of J2A contributed to a successful relay.

J2A set a goal of $1,000 but with the generous support of our Saint John’s family, the class 
raised $2,946.14 for Relay for Life.  Our heartfelt thanks go out to Saint John’s for its sup-
port of its teens.
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Dinner for Eight

It’s time once again to begin thinking about Dinner for Eight.  This is a fun way to get to 
know your fellow parishioners of Saint John’s by sharing a meal and conversation.  Nor-
mally this is a group of four couples who are put together and rotate hosting meals with 
the others bringing appetizers, sides, and dessert four times throughout the year.  I say 
“normally” because we have had single people participate, so it’s not necessary to have a 
spouse to be part of the Dinner group.

If you would like to participate in Dinner for Eight in 2019-2020, now is the time to get 
your name in.  Please contact the office (phone or e-mail) and groups will be assigned 
toward the end of August.  

Those who have participated in the past have found it to be a fun time as we deepen our 
parish bonds of affection for each other.



From Bishop Sutton
A Message on our Study of Reparations

June 22, 2019

Dear People of the Diocese of Maryland,

As you all know, I testified in the House Judiciary Subcommittee on the Constitution, 
Civil Rights and Civil Liberties hearing on bill H.R. 40 on reparations Wednesday. That 
evening I was asked to be a guest on Tucker Carlson Tonight.  I have received many, many 
messages of appreciation from the faith community and across the nation for what I said 
and how I responded. I’ve also received many hate-filled messages that have questioned 
my integrity, my ability to think, and the depth of my Christian faith.

Sadly, this is to be expected. Talking about race issues in our nation has always been 
fraught with emotion, touching some of the deep recesses in our personal and collective 
psyche that many of us prefer to remain hidden.  

But they cannot be hidden. Deep-seated shame and guilt rise up on these occasions, ex-
pressing themselves in denial, fear and anger. Those who speak openly about the lasting 
damage of our country’s “original sin” of slavery and the devastating effects of its lingering 
racism open themselves to being attacked - always verbally, and sometimes physically. It 
has always been the case, and we see it in our society everyday.

And yet, people of faith are called to a new way of being. We are to “be not afraid, the 
Lord is with you always.” And we are called to “speak the truth in love,” as that is the only 
way toward true reconciliation - the hallmark of the community of love that God intends 
for us.

We will not always agree on the prescription for healing the racial mess that we have all 
inherited. But the way of love demands that we come together as a faith community - and 
hopefully, as a nation - and in so doing we will find a way forward out of this mess. That is 
why, on Wednesday, I joined with other leaders in support of a congressional bill to estab-
lish a bipartisan, blue ribbon commission to explore the issue of reparations and suggest 
models for how that can be fairly implemented to “repair the breach” in our nation that’s 
resulted in millions of black persons trapped in a dispiriting cycle of racism, poverty and 
violence.  

The national dialogue on race and reparations that we are calling for cannot be achieved 
by name-calling, belittling and making false personal accusations that pose as “facts”.  We 
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witnessed all of these negative tactics in some of Wednesday’s television interviews.

I will not be silent on fulfilling my responsibility as a faith leader to shine a light on this 
national stain. It makes some uncomfortable, but as followers of the Way of Jesus we are 
called to be faithful, not comfortable. 

Faithful people of all races have chosen this way throughout our nation’s history. They 
speak the truth, but they refuse to sling mud, refuse the way of anger and violence, and 
refuse to back down. With Jesus as their guide, they are always quick to forgive, slow to 
anger, and steadfast in their commitment to love and to seek justice.

Last month, at our annual convention, the Diocese of Maryland did a brave and coura-
geous thing, and in so doing I believe we can be a model for our nation. After years of 
struggling with what to do about our church’s complicity in relationship to slavery and 
racism, our delegates voted to affirm my pastoral letter which called for educating our-
selves on the need to make reparations for how the diocese has benefitted materially and 
continually from the uncompensated labor of generations of enslaved persons of African 
descent.  

And by vote of our elected delegates, the convention voiced no opposition. Unanimously, 
as a diocese that is more than 90% white in membership - conservative and liberal, Dem-
ocrat and Republican, rural and urban/suburban - we came to the decision to affirm the 
principle of moving forward with some form of accounting for how we gained materially 
and financially from an evil institution, and how we might use some of our resources to 
repair inequities in African American communities that resulted from centuries of in-
equitable treatment of black and brown people and help those entrapped in poverty and 
neglect. This is what reparations means. We don’t pretend that everyone in our diocese 
is on board with this - we remain very diverse in our opinions on how to address racial 
problems - and we do not know yet what form our reparative actions should take, but we 
are steadfast in our commitment to collectively do something to repair the damage that 
our diocesan and state racial history has caused.

If our diverse diocese can come together on this issue in such a respectful way, then let’s 
not give up on the notion that our nation can do the same. We have a story to tell, so by 
God, let’s do it!

What are we required to do now? The prophet Micah gave us a blueprint in Holy Scrip-
ture:
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“[The LORD] has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
and what does the LORD require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?”
(Micah 6:8)

With the prophet as our guide, we will love kindness in both our speech and our be-
haviors.  

We will seek justice, which requires that we look at big problems from a systemic point 
of view, and keeps us from always blaming individuals for their present condition.  

And we will walk humbly, not believing that our political party, our personal ideology, 
or our particular racial/ethnic group will have all the answers. If we follow these Bibli-
cal principles, then by the grace of God we can come together, learn from each other, 
and walk this journey together to a true and lasting reconciliation.

If you have not already done so, please read through the materials and watch the vid-
eos we have gathered on our collective work. This fall, our Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission will offer workshops on race relations and we will continue to do the 
study and have the hard conversations on race within our congregations to determine 
a forward path together, united in Christ, celebrating our diversity, not divided over 
our differences.

Thank you, Diocese of Maryland, for being the faithful people that you are. I am grate-
ful that we walk this journey together, in all our diversity.

Blessings and peace,

+Eugene
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Donations Needed for St. John’s Shelter for Homeless Families
     
Our Shelter continues to be in need of pots, pans, skillets, electric can openers, and oth-
er cooking equipment such as wooden spoon, serving spoons, spatulas, etc. The Board 
feels it is important to encourage our adult clients to prepare healthy meals, as opposed 
to fast food and junk food, but they need the proper equipment to do this. And . . . 
do you have any old cookbooks you would like to give away?? Another need we have 
recently discovered is for bath towels. All these donations may be placed in a box in 
Trimble Hall marked St. John’s Shelter Donations. All donations are greatly appreciated!  
Please call Melissa Hutton @ 240-625-6550 with any questions.

Food donations made on the forth Sunday of the month go to St. John’s Shelter. We are 
looking for non-perishable items such as single serving hot and cold cereals, cans of 
spaghettios and ravioli, pork and beans, chili; Italian sauces and dry noodles, Ramen, 
canned meats such as tuna, chicken and salmon; mushroom, chicken, and celery soups 
for casseroles; other soups; rice and dry beans; canned tomatoes and other veggies, pea-
nut or other nut butters, etc.. The donation baskets are outside the choir room all week. 
Many thanks for your spirit of giving and generosity!

St. John’s Shelter Board

Discretionary Report
Current Month

Beginning Balance (June 1): $895.45
Rent Assistance x1 50.00
Fuel Assistance x1 20.00
Medication Assistance x1 4.00
Utility Assistance x1 50.00

Balance as of June 24: 771.45
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Calling all Downsizers!! J2A Fundraiser!

The Christmas Boutique is again seeking donations of wonderful, re-giftable items 
you no longer need or have room for, and would love to move out of your home! It’s 
already July but that gives you plenty of time to think about items of all sorts that 
someone else, child or adult, might just love to receive. Such items may include art-
work, decorative picture frames, pottery and other ceramics, home décor, needle 
work such as quilts, cross stitch items and kits, wall hangings, unique china, porcelain, 
crystal, collectible figurines, jewelry, scarves, ladies hats and purses, totes, books, toys, 
games and stuffed animals in in good repair, attractive stationary and greeting cards 
(Christmas cards OK), craft supplies, coloring books, colored pencils and pens, or-
ganizers, you get the idea. We prefer no Christmas decor. And what we don’t want 
are used furniture, sports equipment—anything dirty or in poor repair. There will 
be a box on the stage in Trimble Hall in which to place your treasures. Any questions, 
either see, call or text Melissa Hutton (240-625-6550 cell) or Joelene Young (541-659-
8152 cell). And thank you!

Calling All Artisans

We are looking for Artisans in our Parish who are interested in selling their hand 
crafted items for the purpose of donating the proceeds to one of St. John’s programs 
(to be determined).  Do you make items with paper, clay, jewelry, fabric, dried flowers, 
or any other medium that can be made for Christmas presents or decorations?  The 
items will be sold in Trimble Hall on two Sundays:  November 27 and December 1 
between the 8:00 and 10:15 services and after the 10:15 service.

If you are interested in participating in this fundraising project, please let Dusty know 
by November 3 so we can arrange appropriate space.  The idea is to plan now, so if you 
are interested in selling your handmade items you will have enough time to work on 
them.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Dusty 
dustyg@myactv.net
301-991-5612
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HATS OFF TO:

• The Canterbury Choir and Parish Choir for their singing in the Royal School of Church 
Music (RSCM) Choir Festival on May 3 & 4. Church of the Redeemer, Baltimore. They 
have already been invited to participate next year.

• Samuel Richards: The National Episcopal Historians and Archivists (NEHA) recently 
recognized former parishioner Samuel Richards with it silver level prize in the Rev. 
Cn. Lawrence D. Fish Award for outstanding parish histories.  
 
In 2016, Richards wrote The Middle Holds: A History of St. Thomas’ Episcopal 
Church, Canonsburg, and the Community it Serves. The book chronicles the `50 year 
history of a small church in the Diocese of Pittsburgh. The parish was established 
by Bishop John Barrett Kerfoot who was also first rector of the College of St. James’ 
(now St. James School). 
 
NEHA announced the award on June 20 during the Tri-History conference in Toronto, 
Canada. The Tri-History Conference is a joint event of NEHA, the Historical Society 
of the Episcopal Church, and Episcopal Women’s History Project. NEHA will place  
a copy of The Middle Holds in the  archives of the Episcopal Church in Austin, 
Texas, and include a book review in a future issue of its quarterly magazine The 
Historiographer.  Copies of The Middle Holds are available from Closson Press (www.
clossonpress.com).

Keep me in the loop by sending information to my email address: uofapsu@verizon.net. 
Feel free also to pull me aside to share your good news so I may share it with St. Johns.

Kelly Slocum
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
 Emerson Younger  7/2
 Susan Lewis   7/3
 Liam Sealing   7/3
 Liam Happel   7/4
 Peg Brown   7/7
 Kaye Harbaugh  7/7
 Jane Rozes   7/8
 Brent Martin   7/10
 Lawrence Jones  7/12
 Braden Myers   7/12
 Robin Spickler  7/12
 Chip Sealing   7/14
 Bill Seekford   7/15

 Beverly Abeles  7/16
 Margaret Abercrombie 7/16
 Carol Cox   7/17
 Betty Thompson  7/18
 Alexia Jarrett   7/21
 Jo Ann Pickett  7/21
 Teresa Taylor   7/21
 Jim Brinson   7/22
 Russ Marks   7/22
 Carrie Miller   7/25
 Gail Petre   7/29
 Elizabeth Smith  7/29
 Carvel Wright Jr.  7/31

Happy Anniversaries!
 Becca Burford & Teresa Taylor 7/04
 Richard & Mary Mallery  7/16
 Bill & Jacquelyn Alexander  7/17
 Ken & Peg Brown   7/22
 John & Jennifer Ashbaugh  7/31 


