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Rector Ramblings on . . .

Resurrection

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
We have come through yet another Holy Week. We have walked and prayed the
Stations of the Cross. We have shared a meal, betrayed, and denied Christ. We have
cried out for the release of a criminal and executed an innocent man. We have wept
at the tomb of Jesus. And we have been confused, mystified, and overjoyed when we
discovered that tomb to be empty.
This is the foundation of our faith. The resurrection is the basis of all we believe. No
resurrection, no Christianity. Oh, a religion may have developed around the teachings and examples of a man named Jesus, but that would have been no more than a
cult of personality. And there are plenty of people today who see Jesus as a great moral teacher (which he was) or a prophet of God (which he also was). But moral teachings and prophecies are not the risen Christ we proclaim.
We proclaim a Christ crucified, dead, and buried. We proclaim a Christ resurrected.
These two things go hand in hand.
It’s important for us to remember both of those. First of all because you can’t get to
Sunday without going through Friday. You can’t get to resurrection without death.
We need to remember this especially in our own day. Christianity has been overrun
with a hyper-masculinity form of religion. It’s not only hyper, it’s toxic. This is a religion that worships power and revenge. It’s a religion that sees Jesus as the all-powerful and angry deity who is coming back to exact revenge on all those who dared cross
him. It’s a religion that looks forward to the deaths of its enemies. It’s a religion that
proclaims only losers get captured.
This is not only fake Christianity, it is idolatry, wherein we replace the God of the universe with our god of fantasy, idolizing that which we have made in our own image.

It’s important to remember that in Christ’s pain, suffering, and death, he was betrayed
and executed by a marriage of religion and state government. This should remind us
that it can be very dangerous to question those who merge the two.
But we must also remember the faithfulness of God and Jesus. God, who remained
faithful throughout, even though the human Jesus couldn’t see that (“My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me?”). And Jesus, who remained faithful to the mission
of God even in the face of those who would kill him (But Jesus gave him no answer).
And we need to remember the aftermath of those events. After all this played out, the
women (or woman, depending on which gospel you read), went to the tomb at early
dawn to anoint the body. That body, however, was gone. In Matthew, an angel and
Jesus tell them to tell the disciples the good news, which they did. In Mark, one angel
tells them to go tell the disciples the good news and they run away in terror, saying
nothing to anybody. In Luke, two angels remind the women of the words of Jesus and
the women go and tell the disciples. And in John, Jesus tells Mary to go and tell.
Sunday has come. Resurrection has come. Life has been changed, not ended. Our
response varies from needing explicit instructions (“Go and tell”), to putting the pieces
together ourselves (“And they remembered”), to not saying anything to anyone out of
fear.
Jesus is a man who reminds us of the dangers of remaining faithful to God in adverse
circumstances. Jesus is God incarnate, who, through his death and resurrection, destroyed death.
We have shared a meal. We have betrayed and denied Jesus. We allowed an innocent
man to be put to death. But we have also experienced the joy of discovering the empty
tomb. And it is that empty tomb that is foundational to our faith.
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Now, whom will you tell?
Blessings,
Todd+
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OPEN VESTRY MEETINGS
Are you curious about what is said at Vestry meetings? What issues are discussed? As
parishioners of the church, you are welcome to come and listen.
Vestry meetings are held in St. Mary’s Chapel on the fourth Wednesday of each month.
They begin at 7:00 p.m. and finish by 9:00 p.m. The meetings start with Evening prayer
and conclude with Compline. Reports from the Treasurer and Commission chairs are
presented, as well as old and new business issues such as paying bills and repairing leaking
water pipes. We also discuss the life of the parish in general.
Minutes of our Vestry meetings are posted both on the bulletin board in Trimble Hall and
on St. John’s website.
Again, you are welcome to come and hear what our Vestry meetings are all about.

Nave and Transept Floors
FINAL MEETING
The Fabric and Grounds Commission is considering replacing the coverings of the Nave and Transept floors. The carpet is threadbare and a
disgrace. Fabric and Grounds is holding its third and last parish meeting for discussion of nave flooring at 9 a.m. on Sunday May 12 in St.
Mary’s Chapel. Fabric and Grounds Commission members will be
present to hear concerns and answer questions. Your participation at the
early stage of this undertaking is most appreciated.
Fabric and Grounds
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Music Notes
Canterbury Choir and Parish Choir to Sing in Baltimore

Both choirs have been invited to sing in the Royal School of Church Music (RSCM) Choir
Festival at the Church of the Redeemer (Episcopal), 5603 N. Charles Street, Baltimore,
21210. The choirs will rehearse in Baltimore on Saturday, May 4 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m. There will be a rehearsal in Baltimore on Sunday, May 5 at 3:00 p.m. The Choir Festival is on Sunday, May 5 at 5:00 p.m. The event is free and open to the public. We hope
Saint John’s parishioners will attend the festival. Our boy, girl and adult choristers have
been hard at work rehearsing the music!

Guest Choir Concert

The Saint James School Chapel Choir, under the direction of Linda Stowe, will present a
concert as part of the Music at Saint John’s Series on Thursday, May 23 at 7:30 p.m. The
program will feature a variety of choral repertoire. The choir is comprised of students in
grades 9-12. Their singing centers on the twice-weekly services of Holy Eucharist and
a student-led service of Compline sung weekly on Sunday nights. Choir trips revolve
around a three-year cycle of regional, national and international destinations. In February
of this year, the choir tour was in Palm Beach, Florida. Following the concert here at Saint
John’s, a reception will be held in Trimble Hall. The program is free and the public is invited to attend. Please be sure to invite family members, neighbors, friends and co-workers
to attend the concert.

Saint John’s Choirs Combine

The Saint Francis, Canterbury and Parish Choirs will combine and sing on Sunday, May
19 at the 10:15 Eucharist. The boy and girl choristers will attend the Youth Ministries
Breakfast the same day at 9:00 a.m. in Trimble Hall.

Save the Date

Friday, June 7 at 7:00 p.m. – Recital presented by Pamela Evans (violin) and Mark King
(organ).
Program will include music for solo violin, solo organ, and violin with organ. Repertoire
by Johann Sebastian Bach, William Lloyd Webber, Harold Friedell, Tomaso Antonio Vitali, Josef Rheinberger, and Cesar Franck.

May Carillon Recitals at Mercersburg Academy

May 5 – Lisa Lonie (Philadelphia, PA), May 12 – Jim Brinson (Mercersburg Academy),
May 19 – Doug Gefvert (Valley Forge, PA), May 26 – Elisa Tersigni (Washington DC).
The free recitals begin at 3:00 p.m. and are open to the public.

4

Youth Update
EYC (Episcopal Youth Community)
Will meet on May 12 (Mother’s Day).
Due to the fact that it is Mother’s Day we will have a short meeting with NO meal.
Father Todd will join us with a trivia game focused on mothers of the Bible.
We will meet again on June 9 and enjoy a meal...
--AND-The Marshmallow & Spaghetti Challenge!!!
Come check out this activity! What could it be?

Youth Ministries Breakfast, May 19
Please join us at 9am on May 19 in Trimble Hall to recognize and celebrate the youth-focused ministries of St. John's Parish. Breakfast is a potluck. Please bring a breakfast item
to share. This is the last day of the Sunday School year.

Save the Date!
Vacation Bible School will be held
July 14-17.
Stay tuned for more information!
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Dancing For a Cure
On Friday, May 11th, 2019, join the St. John’s J2A at 7:00-9:00 for a Spring
Dance! The proceeds will benefit our Relay for Life team, Journey to a Cure!
The Dance will include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Music by Music Source DJ!
Photo booth
Pizza
Snacks
Drinks
Basket Raffle
Spring King and Queen

All Located in St. John’s Trimble Hall!
The Price for a person is $12.00, but for a family of 4 or more, the price is
$40.00, a discount for a fun evening. (Also, this is a great way to practice for
the Relay for Life walk if you are thinking about participating in it. Nothing
works your legs like dancing!)

Tickets to this event will be sold until the Sunday, May 5th, 2019, so purchase
your tickets ASAP. We hope to see you there!!!
Parking is available in St. John’s parking lot at the corner of Walnut and
Antietam Streets.

Location:
St. John’s Episcopal Church
101 S Prospect Street
Hagerstown, Maryland

For tickets, contact Paul Mackey at 301-739-8735 or paul.mackey@myactv.net.
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Mayfest Mystery Trip 2019
Mayfest, our biggest outreach project of the year, has a different venue and organization
this year.
We have decided to spice it up with a mystery. This involves changing the date and using a train trip idea as a theme. Each week in the Sunday bulletin, you will discover one
more clue as to solving the mystery. Our first clue (stop) was in Easter Sunday’s bulletin
with the date and time: Saturday, June 22, 2019, at 5:00 pm.
We hope you have as much fun on this trip, as we have had in planning it. “All
aboard!”
Thanks,
Deanna
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BEING A WARDEN
Having found that I am now Junior Warden, I decided to do research into being one, so I
would get it right. Here is what I found out.
Generally, a church has two wardens. The Senior Warden is the lay connection between
the Rector and the congregation. So, for instance, Lou Lamb blocks out the Vestry agenda
and presents it to Father Todd, and they talk about things going on in the Parish which
are the concern of the leadership. These can vary from private concerns of a member to
things which need to be communicated to the entire Parish. The Senior Warden is generally considered the Priest’s Warden, including presiding at Vestry meetings in the Rector’s
absence.
The Junior Warden, therefore, is the other half of Vestry leadership, the People’s Warden.
I am a sort of Vice-Senior Warden, presiding at meetings in the Senior Warden’s absence.
Also, I worry about upkeep of the Buildings and Grounds. So, if you notice that the door
frames aren’t being cleaned or the like, I am your gal. I also am the one who should be told
of things that need to be brought to the attention of Commissions and I will act on your
behalf.
My email is EandR64@aol.com or 301-988-2722. So, Ellen Collins, Junior Warden, at your
service!

Used Purses and Handbags
Saint Mark’s Episcopal Church is sponsoring a collection of used purses to benefit Change
Purse, a non-profit organization dedicated to supporting survivors of Human Trafficking.
The purses will be sold on May 18 from 9-12 noon. Change Purse will accept all brands
and styles of purses as long as they are currently in style and are in new or like new condition. They must be free from stains, odors, or tears and must have minimum signs of
use and wear on both the interior and exterior. Any unsold purses will be given to another charitable venue. The money raised from the purse sale is given to organizations that
provide hope and restoration to women and children who are victims of sexual exploitation. Three of faith-based organizations which benefit from the used purse sale are Shores
of Grace, Exodus, and Peace Promise. Purse donations can be dropped off at Saint Mark’s.
For more information, call 301-582-0417.
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Thanks to Many People
A huge thank you to everyone who made the Mardi Gras Party and The White House
Band Concert a successful and fun event. The net proceeds of $2,926 will support the
ministries of Saint John’s Episcopal Church. Many people were involved with various
preparations and details for the party and concert. A special thank you to Mark Cook and
the other members of the White House Band for their wonderful music.
We would like to thank everyone who attended the party and concert; as well as the sponsors of the musicians: Bill and Pat Abeles, William and Jacquelyn Alexander, Tina Angle,
Anonymous Donors, Carol Bachtell, Bill and Phyllis Beard, Pieter and Stephanie Bickford,
Frank and Cathy Bushey, Dr. Charles and Ann Chaney, Will and Florence Forbes, Mark
and Kim Halsey, Robert Hershey, Gary and Iris Heichel, John and Susan Itell, Ivor Knight,
Susan Lewis, Russ and Kathy Marks, Bill and Gaye McGovern, Larry Potter, Jane McKee
Rozes, Bill and Deanna Soulis, Jack and Betty Thompson, Judge and Mrs. Fred Wright III,
Mr. and Mrs. William P. Young, Jr.
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Parishioner Rebecca Massie Lane, executive director for the Washington County Museum of Fine Arts, asked to share the information about an exciting new exhibit featuring Christian imagery during the Protestant Reformation. She would be happy to
arrange a Sunday afternoon tour for any parishioners who are interested. Please contact Pieter Bickford if interested. pbickford@gmail.com or (301) 331.4119
WHAT:
Albrecht Dürer: Master Prints Exhibition
WHEN:
April 13 – June 30, 2019
WHERE: Washington County Museum of Fine Arts
Albrecht Dürer; Master Prints features 37 framed
engravings, etchings, and woodblock prints by
German Renaissance Master Albrecht Dürer (14711528). This exhibition explores his work, technique,
and creative expression while placing the artist in
the broad cultural and historical context of Catholic
Europe on the eve of the Reformation. A painter,
printmaker, and theorist, Dürer was an extraordinary innovator who contributed significantly to
the introduction of classical motifs into Northern
Renaissance art by harmoniously synthesizing
German and Italian styles, achieving remarkable
compositional complexity, and infusing his works
with a high degree of naturalism. Significantly, the
artist revolutionized the medium of printmaking in
late 15th and early 16th century Europe by elevating it to an independent art form
throughout his life. The prints on view range from the 15th to the 17th centuries
and include examples from Dürer’s celebrated Small Woodcut Passion (1508-10),
Life of the Virgin (1503-10), the full set of 16 images from the Engraved Passion
(1507-12), and scenes from the Hebrew Scriptures. Albrecht Dürer: Master Prints is
organized and circulated by the Reading Public Museum, PA, and is drawn from its
permanent collection.
Dr. Daniel Fulco, Agnita M. Stine Schreiber Curator, will present an Albrecht Dürer:
Master Prints Gallery Talk on Saturday, April 13, 2019 at 2:30 p.m.
There will be a Dinner/Lecture – Albrecht Dürer: Master Prints on Thursday, April
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25, 2019 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. Dinner is at 6:00 p.m.,
lecture at 7:15 p.m. / $25 general admission, $20 for
WCMFA Members / Reservations are required for the
dinner. Lecture by Mitchell Merback.
Mr. Merback is Professor of the History of Art and
co-director of the Medicine, Science and Humanities
program at Johns Hopkins University. Specializing in
northern European art of the later Middle Ages, Renaissance, and Reformation periods, he is the author of
The Thief, the Cross and the Wheel: Pain and the Spectacle of Punishment in Medieval and Renaissance Europe (Reaktion Books, 1999); Pilgrimage and Pogrom:
Violence, Memory and Visual Culture at the Host-Miracle Shrines of Germany and Austria (University of
Chicago Press, 2013); and Perfection’s Therapy: An Essay on Albrecht Dürer’s Melencolia I (Zone Books, 2017), as well as articles in journals such as The Art Bulletin,
Art History, and Renaissance Quarterly. A recipient of fellowships from the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Studies, the Clark Art Institute, the American Academy
in Berlin, and the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation, he is currently
investigating the role of recognition as a motif and metatheme in Christian imagery.
Another project in development, Radical German Renaissance: Art, Dissent, and
Freedom in the Era of Reform, examines the work of the brothers Sebald and Barthel Beham, painter-printmakers whose lives and art intersected with the radical religious movements of the early Reformation.
Robert Baldwin, Ph.D. will present a lecture about Albrecht Dürer: Master Prints on
Sunday, May 26, 2019 at 2:30 p.m.
For more information on the Museum, please phone (301) 739-5727 or visit wcmfa.
org. Museum hours are Tuesday through Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., and Sunday from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.
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Donate to St. John’s Shelter
during
Washington County Gives
May 7, 2019
Midnight to Midnight
As many as 800 or more Washington County children are homeless
at some point during the year. For over thirty years, the St. John Shelter has provided temporary housing for families who have lost their
home while they secure a permanent place to live.

Donate by going to
WashingtonCountyGives.org
and search “St. John’s Shelter.”
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HATS OFF TO:
Mark Cook for all of his logistical and musical coordination, and virtuosic performance
with the other members of the White House Band at their stellar concert as part of the
Mardi Gras Celebration.
The Mercersburg Academy Chorale, under the direction of Jim Brinson and Bryan
Morgan, performed at Riverside Church in New York City recently as a part of the
Worldstrides On Stage Festival. The Chorale was awarded the “Gold” Superior Award.
The Chorale sang at our church this past fall.
Keep me in the loop by sending information to my email address: uofapsu@verizon.net.
Feel free also to pull me aside to share your good news so I may share it with St. Johns.

Kelly Slocum
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Brian Burkholder
Bill Alexander		
Verna Anson		
Kelly Slocum		
Rhys Weibel		
Brian Connolly
Susan Haga		
James Ballard		
Joseph Rickards

5/1
5/3
5/4
5/5
5/7
5/8
5/8
5/11
5/12

Robert Ayrer		
Francis George
Daniel Beard		
Jill Speelman		
Joelene Young		
Karen Platek		
Dylan Weibel		
Betsy Mummert
Richard Mallery

HappyAnniversary!
Carvel & Nicki Forte-Wright
Bob & Jill Speelman		
Joseph & Chris Tischer		
Charlie & Ann Chaney		
Bruce Massey & Jerry Bock		
Bruce & Denise Foreman		
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5/2
5/5
5/23
5/27
5/27
5/28

5/13
5/15
5/16
5/17
5/19
5/20
5/21
5/26
5/29

