
 

2019 Alma United Methodist Church 

 

November Sermon Series 

Each one of us is called to be a leader in some area of life.  It might be in your family, your workplace, your 

school, or your church.  During this series, we are going to study the life and faith of Nehemiah to learn 

some important leadership lessons for our own lives.  Just as surely as he faced issues of motivation,  

fatigue, and criticism, so do we today.  But his story also offers inspiration to lean on the living God as we 

go about leading others. 

November 3 
Stand Strong in the Face of Opposition and Obstacles 

November 10 
Shut the Door on Distractions 

November 17 
Keep Perspective: Re-focus on the Mission 

November 24 
Enjoy the Fruit of Work Accomplished 

Operation Christmas Child 
Have you filled up your shoe boxes yet? 

Some suggestions are school supplies, hygiene 

items, toys, and don’t forget that “WOW” item! 

Collection Sunday is November 17th! 

*National Collection Week is November 18-25* 

 

All Saints  
Sunday is  

November 3 

 
All Saints Day is an  

opportunity to give thanks 
for all those who have 

gone before us in the faith. 

 

Turn your clocks 
back 1 hour before 
bed on Saturday,  

November 2! 

 
Thursday, Nov. 14 at 1:30 p.m. 

UMW Program in the Parlor 

Join us as guest speaker Mrs. Kendall 
Farnum discusses the Wesley  

Foundation, with some attention to  
collaboration in mission. 

 
 
 

Annual Church Conference 
Thursday, November 21 at 7:00 p.m. 

We will be hosting the area Mid-

Michigan conference here at Alma UMC. 



 

Arlene Armstrong 

Luana Lemasters 

Bob Moore 

Jerry & Ardis Wolven 

11/4—Janet Pond 
11/8—Carolyn Studley 
11/19—Stu Shook 
            Cheri Yost 
11/20—Barb Greer 

11/23—Richard Stuckey 
11/24—Richard Brenner 
11/25—Mary Grace 
11/28—Abigail Zerbe 
11/29—Marilyn Hahn 
 
12/3—Trisha Bowman 
12/4—Dave Roslund 
12/5—Arnold Walling 
12/12—Lee Mapes 
12/13—Rose Peck 
12/14—Nadeen Kelly 

12/14—Gwen Lott 
12/18—Dave Zerbe 
12/24—Katrinna Mazurek 
12/27—Marilyn Nichols 
            Debbie Thomas 
12/29—Don Curtis 

       November/December 2019 

As I look out the window on this bright fall day, I see the beautiful colors of the leaves as 
they change on the trees and fall to the ground.  Some are orange, others are yellow, and 
some are brilliant red.  I am grateful for the handiwork of God who orchestrated the 
change of seasons each year.  It is delightful to see and experience.  I love to run or walk 

on the bike trail and kick up the dried leaves with my feet.  It reminds me to be thankful for all of the blessings that 
God has provided in my life.  

 Paul reminds us in I Thessalonians 5:18: “Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ 
Jesus.”  There is incredible power in thanksgiving.  It can transform seemingly unsolvable problems.  When you learn 
to thank and to praise God in the midst of a problem, in the midst of pain, in the midst of a crisis, God often does a 
miracle and turns things around.  

 In Bible study this week, we looked at the story of Paul and Silas in Acts 16.  They went to Philippi to preach 
and teach.  They were not well-received.  In fact, the authorities stoned them, had them beaten, and threw them into 
prison.  At midnight, in the middle of the dark, cold prison, Paul and Silas decided to start thanking God.  They started 
praising and rejoicing in God.  They began to sing songs of thanksgiving. 

 Guess what?  God did a miracle!  He sent an earthquake and the whole prison started shaking, so much that 
all the prison cell doors opened and the chains on the prisoners came unbound.  They were all set free.  You see,  
freedom comes through thanksgiving.  Peace comes through thanksgiving.  Joy comes through thanksgiving.  Miracles 
come through thanksgiving.  Abundance comes through thanksgiving.  

 As we look toward the end of the year, the Finance Team would like to invite you to make a year-end gift to 
the church in order to replace windows in the educational part of the building.  The three-story educational unit was 
dedicated on Sunday, February 8, 1953.  The original windows are just plain wearing out.  Upstairs, where the  
children have Sunday School, the windows are literally taped shut with packing tape to try to keep them closed.  We 
were able to replace six windows last year on December 1 that were cracked before the winter started. 

 The Finance Team is looking to create a fund for replacing windows, starting on the third floor and then  
moving to the second floor.  This will save on our energy costs, particularly heating costs, as so much leaves through 
the cracks in the windows.  The Trustees researched three bids and found Advanced Glass here in Alma to be the best 
price at $700 per window.  They will come and replace windows for every five we are able to afford, with an eventual 
total of 40 windows.  If you would like to make a gift to replace a window or to share the cost of a window with a 
friend, simply write “Windows” on your contribution and it will go to the right place.   

 Thanks so very much for your generous and faithful giving throughout the year.  We are able to do ministry 

and enjoy the benefits of this building because of the sacrifices that so many make to help our church.  You are a 

blessing and I love being a part of what God is doing here!  

         With a grateful heart, 

                Pastor Debbie 



FINANCE CORNER 
November 2019 

General Fund:   (as of September  30, 2019) 
Income Year to Date:  $ 174,174  

 Expenses Year to Date:   $ 181,068  
Difference:       $   -6,894  

 

THANK YOU for your generous giving to support the  
mission and ministry of Alma UMC.  If you are interested 
in electronic giving, simply go to our website 
(almaumc.com) and click on the GIVE NOW button.  If 
you would like to receive offering envelopes, contact the 
church office.  
 
Parking Lot Loan/Capital Improvement Fund:      
Loan Total:  $8,995 

Current Income:  $    28,274 
 Payments   $    26,894 
 Total Income/Payment:  $      1,380 
 

Thank you for your giving to the Capital Improvement 
Fund to pay for the new parking lot.  Our payments each 
month are $766.  We are almost finished!  If you would 
like to contribute, simply direct your gift to the “Capital 
Improvement Fund.”  Thank you!  

Lighthouse Buffet 
“No One Eats Alone” 

November 20 

Turkey, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy,  

Stuffing, Green Bean Casserole,  

Cranberry Relish, Salad Bar, Dessert 

 

December 18 

Swiss Steak, Garlic Mashed Potatoes, Broccoli & 

Cauliflower Blend with Cheese Sauce, Salad Bar, 

Cheesecake 

 
 

 

 

 

 

All United Methodist Women are invited to a 

Christmas Tea on December 12 at 5:30 p.m. at 

Joanne Elliott’s home.   

Please RSVP to Joanne at 989-285-1416. 

 

 

 

 

 

Come visit our 2019 Heifer Marketplace 

Sunday, December 8 

 Heifer Project Living Gifts are a great way to 

Christmas shop for friends and family while helping 

those in our world who are less fortunate.  

 To participate you “buy” shares of animals 

that are given to impoverished rural families around 

the world.  These animals (chicks, bees, fish, rabbits, 

pigs, goats, sheep, water buffalo, llamas and heifers) 

provide food and income for the families for years to 

come.  

United Methodist Men’s Famous Fudge 

$7.00 per tin 
(contains 1lb of fudge) 

Chocolate, Chocolate Walnut, and 

Chocolate Peanut Butter 

Fudge will be available week days during office hours  

as well as on Sundays in December.  Makes a great gift! 

 
Bring your friends 

and family to  

Alma UMC on 

Christmas Eve for 

a special worship 

service at 

6:00 p.m. or 

8:00 p.m. 



CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

The church office is open Monday through  

Thursday from 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.  If you 

have needs outside this schedule, please call 

Pastor Debbie at 989-463-1485. 

REMINDER of CHURCH TIMELINES 

Messenger:  Wednesday at noon 

Ambassador:  the 15th of the month 

Alma United Methodist Church 

501 Gratiot Ave.  

Alma, MI 48801 

989-463-4305 

Email: office@almaumc.com 

Website: www.almaumc.com 

COMMUNION TABLE FLOWERS 

If you would like to honor a loved one by 

providing flowers for the altar, please call 
the church office at 989-463-4305.  The 

cost is now $25 per Sunday.  The names 
of the ones being honored or memorialized 

will be printed in the bulletin for the  

Sunday of your choice.  

 

 

 

Stay Connected!  Follow us on  

Facebook, YouTube, and Instagram. 

NOVEMBER MISSION OF THE MONTH  

Salvation Army of Gratiot County 

The Salvation Army is an important ministry in 
Gratiot County. They provide food, clothing, and 
a host of other needs as identified for each person 
who asks. The donations for this month will be 
put at the discretion of Salvation Army’s  
Ministries Service Director to help Gratiot  
County families who need assistance in ways not 
covered by other programs or agencies. We will 
be able to give hope to those who haven’t  
qualified or ‘slip through the cracks.’ Who is wise 
and understanding among you? Let them show it 
by their good life, by deeds done in the humility 
that comes from wisdom.  James 3:13 

DECEMBER MISSION OF THE MONTH  

Methodist Children’s Home  -  Redford, MI 

The Methodist Children’s Home Society  
provides individualized treatment, care,  
advocacy, and permanency to children and  
families impacted by childhood trauma. They 
help Michigan’s most fragile children find safety, 
hope, love, and comfort. Through their  
residential program, educational and clinical  
services, transitional living, foster care and  
adoption program, they provide for and advocate 
on behalf of victims of child abuse and neglect. 
They find safe havens and forever families for 
boys and girls across southeast Michigan.  


