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September Sermon Series
In the midst of a world with a thousand opportunities,
it is so easy to lose focus and spread yourself too thin.
What is the best use of my time and resources? How
do I sort through all of the GOOD things I could do to
determine the BEST things that God wants me to do?
Join us for this very practical series to stay FOCUSED
on using your gifts and strengths to bless those
around you.
September 8— Stay Close to the Fire
September 15—SHAPE: Know Yourself
September 22— CLIMB: Keep Learning
September 29— Becoming a 5C Person

SEPTEMBER 8
Work day to finish Sunday School rooms

SEPTEMBER 15
Ice Cream Social & Open House
10:45 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 22
Sunday School Kickoff

Lighthouse Buffet
For the 2019/2020 season, meals will be
served on the third Wednesday of the
month during September to
December and February to May
(no meal in January).
5:30 – 6:30 p.m.

*

$7.00 per adult

Catered by Petticoat Junction

Join us for dinner on September 18, October 16,
November 20, December 18, February 19,
March 18, April 15, and May 20.

LIFE GROUPS
Sign-ups will be September 8th & 15th.
Groups will kick off on September 22!
Choir rehearsals will
start Wednesday,
Sept. 18th at 7:00 p.m.
Bell Choir Meeting: Sept. 8, following
worship, at 10:45 in the Music Room.

September 2019
It was so much fun to have 65 children in our sanctuary for Vacation Bible School a
few weeks ago. With a space theme, they learned how to “blast off” on an adventure
each day to discover an element like thankfulness or boldness and how to live it out
in their lives. The theme verse for the week was one of my favorites,
Ephesians 3:20: “Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his
power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for
ever and ever! Amen.”
The Apostle Paul wrote these words to conclude a prayer that he was praying for the church in Ephesus.
He reminds the people in that church that he was praying diligently for them. He wanted them to be
strengthened by the Holy Spirit in their inner being. He wanted Christ to dwell in their hearts through faith. He
prayed that they would be able to know and feel how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ so
that they would be filled to the brim with the fullness of God.
This is also my prayer for you, members and friends of Alma UMC. I want you to be filled up and
empowered by God’s Spirit so that your hearts are filled with faith and that you might experience the deep and
amazing love of God. Then, go share that love with others! I believe in the power of prayer and connecting our
lives daily to God through prayer and reading His Word.
I am reminded of David’s words in Psalm 19 as he reflects upon the importance of Scripture. He writes,
“The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the soul. The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the
simple. The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of the Lord are radiant, giving
light to the eyes… They are more precious than gold, they are sweeter than honey.” (Psalm 19:7-8, 10). David also
had a love for the words of God and used them to enrich his life, his character, and his career.
I hope that you will get involved in the Life Groups, Bible studies, and Sunday School classes for children,
youth, and adults that are starting this fall. We are never too young or too old to learn more about our faith!
Christ is our foundation and it is only when we abide in Christ and daily nourish our relationship with Him that
we will be able to bear fruit and impact other lives with the amazing message of God’s grace and provision.
Let us focus our hearts and minds on God who is able to do “immeasurably more than all we ask or
imagine…” because of His power that is at work within us, not our own. Let us fix our eyes on Him through faith
as we seek His direction for our future. Let us be willing to step out and follow where God leads us. Let us bless
the generations that follow us so that all glory may be given to Christ and many will come to know Him through
the ministry and mission of Alma United Methodist Church.
Blessings in Christ,
Pastor Debbie

9/16—Norm O’Boyle
9/19—Ginna Holmes
9/23—Steve Kelly
9/24—Beth Luce
9/26—Elaine Wrath
9/27—Brian Fuller
9/29—Sue Brenner
Ardis Wolven

9/1—Marilyn Mellinger
9/2—Bill Budge
Tina Leonard
10/7—Martha Moore
9/3—Renee Hahn
Katie Shook
9/12—Denise Bawtinheimer
Jerry Wolven

10/8—Barbara Gay
10/12—Judy King
10/16—Jeff Holmes
10/18—Gerry McClure
10/19—Marion Arnett
10/22—Joel Lucas
10/30—Pam Eisenberger
Terry Rogers

Arlene Armstrong
Luana Lemasters
Bob Moore
Jerry & Ardis Wolven

Calendar Dinner
Sunday, October 27
5:30 pm – gather & table viewing
6:00 pm - dinner
$12.00 – Advance tickets only
Everyone is invited to this delightful
annual event!
A delicious dinner of Swiss steak and side dishes,
homemade salads, and desserts will be served. But the
real fun is spending an evening with your friends and
neighbors and marveling at tables creatively decorated
to represent the months of the year.

Thursday, September 12 at 1:30 p.m.
Joanne Elliott will be hosting an old-fashioned English
tea in her home as our United Methodist Women
gather to discuss the upcoming season.
All ladies are welcome!

Come see the African Children’s Choir in concert on

Friday, October 11 at 7:00 p.m.

Don’t miss out on this uniquely immersive worship
experience through song, dance, and video story-telling!

Tickets must be reserved in advance from individual
table hosts/hostesses or by calling the church office
at 989-463-4305. Childcare is available.
This event is sponsored annually our United
Methodist Women and raises over $1000 to fund
local and world missions.

FINANCE CORNER
September 2019
General Fund: (as of J uly 31, 2019)
Income Year to Date:
$ 139,728
Expenses Year to Date:
$ 141,840
Difference:
$ -2,112
THANK YOU for your generous giving to support the
mission and ministry of Alma UMC. If you are interested
in electronic giving, simply go to our website
(almaumc.com) and click on the GIVE NOW button. If
you would like to receive offering envelopes, contact the
church office.
Parking Lot Loan/Capital Improvement Fund:
Loan Total: $11,168
Current Income:
Payments
Total Income/Payment:

$ 26,588
$ 25,362
$ 1,226

Thank you for your giving to the Capital Improvement
Fund to pay for the new parking lot. Our payments each
month are $766. If you would like to contribute, simply
direct your gift to the “Capital Improvement Fund.”
Thank you!

A free-will offering will be collected following the concert
which will help support the educational programs of
Music for Life. The African Children’s Choir has been
Music for Life’s major international program during its
30-year history. Music for Life has relief and
development programs in seven African countries and
they have currently educated over 52,000 children and
hundreds of thousands of lives have been impacted by
their international relief and development programs.

Have you started shopping
for your shoe boxes yet?
Some suggestions for your
gift box are school
supplies, hygiene items,
and toys.
Kick-off for this ministry will be
Sunday, October 13
Be sure to take a shoe box to fill!

SEPTEMBER MISSION OF THE MONTH

Red Bird Mission School (Beverly, KY)
Red Bird Mission is a United Methodist
ministry established in 1921. Chronic
poverty, lack of jobs, poor housing and
rugged mountainous terrain provide obstacles
to fuller life for residents in this isolated
region of the Appalachian Mountains. Red
Bird Christian School, guided by Jesus Christ,
empowers individuals and advocates justice
by providing exceptional college preparation,
spiritual growth, and Christian leadership
development in a safe environment. The
school serves approximately 160 students,
pre-K through 12.

OCTOBER MISSION OF THE MONTH
World Communion Sunday
(October 6)
Around the globe, countless gifted and
qualified people face financial obstacles that
hinder them from preparing for the vocation
God has given them, especially youth and
young adults. On World Communion Sunday,
your giving helps to provide scholarships for
national and international graduate students
whom God has gifted to learn and to serve.

COMMUNION TABLE FLOWERS
If you would like to honor a loved one by providing
flowers for the altar, please contact the church office at
989-463-4305. The cost is now $25 per Sunday. The
names of the ones being honored or memorialized will be
printed in the bulletin for the Sunday of your choice.

REMINDER of CHURCH TIMELINES

Messenger: Wednesday at noon
Ambassador: the 15th of the month

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Stay Connected! Follow us on
Facebook, YouTube, and Instagram.

The church office is open Monday through
Thursday from 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. If you have
needs outside this schedule, please call Pastor
Debbie at 989-463-1485.

Alma United Methodist Church
501 Gratiot Ave.
Alma, MI 48801
989-463-4305
Email: office@almaumc.com
Website: www.almaumc.com

