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“Faith is the  
confidence that  
what we hope for 
will actually happen.   
It gives us assurance 
about things we  
cannot see.”   

Hebrews 11:1  

 

 

Faith is a big deal.  In this message series, we will explore 
what real faith looks like as you trust God with your future.  
We will learn to hold our plans with open hands, that God’s 
plan is better than our plan, and that God is on our side and 
worth trusting.  

April 28—A Faith that Risks 

May 5—A Faith that Dreams 

May 12—A Faith that Waits  

May Sermon Series 

 

 

Life Touch Directory Photos are May 6 - 8! 

Portraits will be taken of your family, and you will 
select the photo you want in the directory.  You will 
receive a FREE DIRECTORY and a FREE 8x10 of 
your selection just for participating!  You may  
purchase additional portraits if you choose, but you are 
not obligated to purchase.  A link to sign up for your 
appointment time online is on our website 
(almaumc.com) and on our Facebook page.   
Appointments are from 2:00 - 9:00 p.m.  You can 
also sign up after church on April 28 and May 5.   
Additional family members and pets are welcome.  
Consider bringing  meaningful items to include in 
your photo such as books, hobby items, musical, and 
sports equipment.  A few volunteers are sill needed to 
help greet families and assist the photographer on the 
days of the photo shoots.  Photo Directory dates 
don’t work for you?  We want you in the directory 
and we have other 
options for you, 
just call Nancy 
Stark at 989-560-
3070 for details.  
Physically unable 
to get to the 
church for a  
photo? We can 
come take a current 
photo of you that 
will be included in 
the directory.  Call Nancy Stark at the number above 
to make arrangements.. 

Join us on Sunday, May 26th at  

9:30 a.m. during worship for a  

special musical performance.   

A potluck will follow in the  

Fellowship Hall! 

 

The Chelsea House Orchestra 

Celtic with a Kick!! 

Chelsea House Orchestra provides a varied and  
colorful performance repertoire with the majority of 

the music derived from traditional Celtic sources.  
Visit chelseahouseorchestra.org for more  

information.  

 

 

AMBASSADOR 



 

Arlene Armstrong, Luana Lemasters,  

Bob Moore, and Jerry & Ardis  

Wolven. 

5/2—Roger Crosby 
5/11—Judy Gunter 
5/11—Marjorie Hazen 
5/16—George Michael 

5/18—Peggy Stuckey 
5/20—Jim Hicks 
5/20—Jerry Hollenbeck 
5/22—Michelle Kelly 
5/25—Greg Mapes 
5/26—Jill Arnett 
5/27—Bea O’Boyle 
5/31—Pat Grant 
5/31—Evan Masley 

May 2019  

Leadership is important in any organization and particularly in the church.  In 

order to maintain life and vitality, you need to know where you are going and 

what God has called you to do and to be.  When a church is focused on its purpose 

and its mission, there is no stopping its impact for Christ in the community and 

world.  It is dynamic and alive!  People love to be a part of it.  

Our mission is to “make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”  That is literally 

why we exist as a church.  What are we to be as a church?  What are we to do as a church?  These answers 

are found in our vision and purpose statements:  To be a beacon of hope to our community by sharing the 

good news of Jesus Christ.  We are called by grace and guided by love as we seek to offer a faith that works in 

real life.  

How are we to carry these things out?  It requires a balance of both outreach and discipleship.  If we 

focus all of our efforts on growing Christians in discipleship, and we are not working to receive any new 

people, then the church begins to stagnate.  If we focus all of our efforts on reaching new people for Christ 

through outreach, but don’t have any way for them to grow in their faith, then the church becomes shallow.  

We have to work at both efforts for the health of the church and to carry out our mission and vision. 

At a recent conference I attended, the speaker reminded us that people are looking for Authenticity, 

Warmth, Relationships, and Outreach in the Community.  They are not looking for a church building, but for 

an experience that connects them with God and with other people.  We need to be excellent at hospitality, 

developing a culture of serving people, calling people by name, and following-up with guests in a timely and 

efficient manner.  Churches need to be “way above average” in order to connect with people in our culture 

today. 

Our Church Council goal for 2019 is —“Improving our Programs to Enhance our Partnerships 

with the Community.”  We exist as a church to connect people with the love of Jesus and serve our  

community in ways that make a difference.  I look forward to all that God wants to do in us and through us 

to be a beacon of hope to our community in the upcoming months.  May His name be praised!  

        In Christ’s love, 

        Pastor Debbie 



FINANCE CORNER 
May 2019 

General Fund:    (as of March 31, 2019) 
Income Year to Date:  $  63,634  

 Expenses Year to Date:   $  57,100  
Difference:       $    6,534  

 

THANK YOU for your generous giving to support the  
mission and ministry of Alma UMC. If you are interested 
in electronic giving, simply go to our website 
(almaumc.com) and click on the GIVE NOW button. If 
you would like to receive offering envelopes, contact the 
church office.  
 
Parking Lot Loan/Capital Improvement Fund:      
Loan Total:  $18,309  

Current Income:  $    22,083 
 Payments   $    18,830 
 Total Income/Payment:  $      3,253 
 

We had a very generous gift come in April toward our 
Parking Lot Loan that cut it in half!! Thank you to every-
one for giving to the Capital Improvement Fund to pay for 
the new parking lot. Our payments each month are $766.  
If you would like to contribute, simply direct your gift to 
the “Capital Improvement Fund.” Thank you!   

Lighthouse Buffet  
“No one eats alone” 

Wednesdays at 5:30 pm  
 

      Catered by Petticoat Junction 

 
May 1 - Meatballs, Scalloped Potatoes, Broccoli, 
Salad Bar, German Chocolate Cake 

 
This is our last meal of the season! 

Prayer Quilt Ministry,  

Thank you for the prayer 
quilt.  It is beautiful! 

Love,  
Michelle Kelly 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us August 6 – 8 for  

Vacation Bible School! 

 
Blast off with the first VBS to land on Mars!  To Mars 
and Beyond will help kids discover the wonders of God's 

universe.  They'll become Voyagers on a journey 

through space, exploring where God's power can take 

them.  Beginning in your Assembly area—an outpost on 

Mars—they'll lift off to distant planets on special  

missions to collect power sources.  Along the way, they'll 

learn how God walked with heroes of the Bible, and 

that God is always with them, too.  With out-of-this-

world fun, learning, and timeless Bible stories, kids will 

be inspired to give glory to God, who is able to do far 

beyond all that we could ask or imagine!  

 

"Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could 
ask or imagine by his power at work within us."   
Ephesians 3:20 (CEB)  

Families Growing 
Together in Faith 

Join us for a 4 week series 
where parents/
grandparents and children 
study God’s Word and together grow in their faith.  If you 
have any questions contact Kelly Thompson at 989.423.9757. 

 

 April 28 - Scavenger Hunt 

 May 5 - We are a Learning Church 

 May 12 - We are a Worshiping Church 

 May 19 - We are a Witnessing an Serving Church  

 

We will be walking in the 

Highland Festival Parade 

again this year and are in 

need of candy to pass out.   

If anyone would like to help 

supply the candy, it would 

be much appreciated.  Call 

Kelly Thompson with  

questions at 989-423-9757. 

The cost of altar flowers 
has gone up!   

Arrangements are now 
$25 each! 



CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

The church office is open Monday through  

Thursday from 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.  If  you have 

needs outside this schedule, please call Pastor  

Debbie at 989-463-1485. 

REMINDER of CHURCH TIMELINES 

Messenger:  Wednesday at noon 

Ambassador:  the 15th of the month 

Alma United Methodist Church 

501 Gratiot Ave.  

Alma, MI 48801 

989-463-4305 

Email: office@almaumc.com 

Website: www.almaumc.com 

COMMUNION TABLE FLOWERS 

If you would like to honor a loved one by providing 

flowers for the altar, please contact the church office at 

463-4305.  The cost is now $25 per Sunday.  The 

names of the ones being honored or memorialized will be 

printed in the bulletin for the Sunday of your choice.  

 

 

 

Stay Connected!  Follow us on  

Facebook, YouTube, and Instagram. 

Weekly Sermons are now available 

online at almaumc.com 

MAY MISSION OF THE MONTH  
 

Blanket Sunday 
 

Blanket Sunday is a ministry of Church 
World Service (CWS). They provide both 
light and heavy blankets for warm and 
cold climates.  Blankets not only provide 
warmth and protection from the elements, 
but it is sometimes the only emergency 
shelter a family may have.  Every $10 
contribution provides a winter blanket.   

For more information see: 
www.churchworldservice.org.  

http://www.churchworldservice.org/

