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March/April Sermon Series
In this series, we will dive
into this powerful prayer,
line by line. We will
discover what Jesus meant
when he shared it with his
disciples over 2,000 years
ago. We will learn why this
prayer was actually radical
and controversial in its
time. We will also unpack its relevance for our prayer
lives today. Invite a friend or family member to join you
for this series that will challenge and inspire you.
April 7 - Lead Us Not Into Temptation
Scripture: Matthew 6:13
April 14 - For Thine is the Kingdom and the Power and
the Glory Forever (Palm Sunday)
Scripture: Matthew 6:9-13

May Baskets
It’s time to start thinking about ordering your May
baskets. Order forms will be available in the weekly
bulletin or you can call Sue Brodbeck at 463-2648 to
place an order.
We deliver to Alma, St. Louis, Ithaca and Riverdale.
If you want to order for someone outside of this area,
you are welcome to order and pick it up before 1:00 pm
on May 1st.
Baskets are $5.00
Order deadline is
Thursday, April 25th.

Make checks payable to:
Alma United Methodist Women

April 21 - Easter Sunday

Baskets will be delivered on Wednesday, May 1st

Maundy Thursday Service

Easter Services

April 18th at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Sunday, April 21
Services at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.
Breakfast will be served
between services at 9:30 a.m.

Community Good Friday Service
Doig Chapel at Masonic Pathways
April 19th at 12:15 p.m.
“Stations of the Cross”

April 2019
If you turn on the news these days, it seems like all we hear about is divisive politics,
increasing violence, and unexplainable tragedy. How about some good news? Who
is ready to hear something positive? The Apostle Paul, a leader in the early church,
reminds us to keep it all in perspective. He writes, “For our momentary troubles are
achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is
unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:17-18).
The Easter message is good news! Jesus died so that you and I might have life, real life free from fear,
guilt, and shame. Yet, he did not stay dead, but was raised by the mighty power of God. Paul reminds the people
that this message is the foundation of our faith. If there was no resurrection from the dead, then “your faith is
futile and you are still in your sins” (I Cor. 15:17). The whole Christian movement rests upon the truth of our
Lord’s resurrection. Paul charges forward with reassurance: “But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead.
And in his rising, he became the firstfruits of those who have died” (15:20). Jesus’ resurrection was the beginning
of an endless harvest of life, with every believer to the end of time being part of that grand collection!!
Yet, our hope is not just in the future. This faith allows us to stand strong in the midst of tragedy, an
uncertain relationship or health situation, job challenges, and all of the other uncertainties of life. Read these
verses from the Psalms and let them encourage your heart.
Psalm 16:8—“I keep my eyes always on the Lord. With him at my right hand, I will not be shaken.”
Psalm 30:1,2—“I will exalt you, Lord, for you lifted me out of the depths… I called to you for help, and you
healed me.”
Psalm 55:22—“Cast your cares on the Lord and he will sustain you; he will never let the righteous be
shaken.”
Psalm 62:1,2—“Truly my soul finds rest in God; my salvation comes from him. Truly he is my rock and my
salvation; he is my fortress, I will never be shaken.”
The Easter message is one of hope, renewal, and joy. I encourage you to invite a friend, a co-worker, or a
family member to come with you to our Easter services on April 21 this year. There are two choices to choose
from, either 8:30 a.m. or 10:30 a.m. with breakfast in between from 9:30-10:30. I am trusting Christ to fill each
person with a sense of purpose and hope as we celebrate the resurrection of Christ and its meaning in our lives.
May God bless you as you remember the great sacrifice that Jesus made—giving of himself—so that we might
experience true life, abundant and eternal.
In Christ’s love,
Pastor Debbie

4/2—Emily Moerlins
4/3—Bailey Bowman
4/9—Dave Nichols
4/10—Gabe Zerbe
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4/11—Dick Grace
4/12—Mike Brodbeck
4/12—Linda Scramlin-Harrell
4/13—Marge Roslund
4/21—Mark Roberts
4/26—Brenda Roberts
4/27—Jeremy Bowman
4/29—Ariana Borrello

Arlene Armstrong, Luana Lemasters,
Bob Moore, and Jerry & Ardis
Wolven.

Dear Alma UMC family,

Lighthouse Buffet
“No one eats alone”
Wednesdays at 5:30 pm
Catered by Petticoat Junction

April 3 - Baked Cod, Rice Pilaf, Macar oni &
Cheese, Salad Bar, Assorted Cheesecakes
April 10 - Baked Chicken, Roasted Redskin Potatoes,
Broccoli, Salad Bar, Assorted Pies

VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL
August 6th - 8th

April 17 - Honey Mustard Pork Loin, Garlic Mashed
Potatoes, Cauliflower, Salad Bar, Pineapple Upside
Down Cake

Life Touch Directory Photos — May 6 - 8

Father/Son Banquet
at Breckenridge UMC
Friday, April 5 at 6:00 p.m.
Featuring a Swiss Steak Dinner & Special
Message and Challenge for all Men and Boys
Tickets: $10
10 and under: $5

FINANCE CORNER
April 2019
General Fund: (as of Febr uar y 28, 2019)
Income Year to Date:
$ 42,865
Expenses Year to Date:
$ 38,647
Difference:
$ 4,217
THANK YOU for your generous giving to support the
mission and ministry of Alma UMC. If you are interested
in electronic giving, simply go to our website
(almaumc.com) and click on the GIVE NOW button. If
you would like to receive offering envelopes, contact the
church office.
Parking Lot Loan/Capital Improvement Fund:
Loan Total: $33,815
$
$
$

Sincerely,
Connie Barton

Confirmation
Sunday
May 5th

April 24 - Prime Rib, Baked Potatoes, Green Beans,
Salad Bar, Cheesecake

Current Income:
Payments
Total Income/Payment:

Thanks so much for
keeping me in your
thoughts & prayers
during this difficult
time. The prayer quilt
is so appreciated.

8,123
6,750
1,373

Thank you for giving to the Capital Improvement Fund to
pay for the new parking lot. Our payments each month are
$766. If you would like to contribute, simply direct your
gift to the “Capital Improvement Fund.” Thank you!

Portraits will be taken of your family, and you will select the photo you
want in the directory. You receive a FREE DIRECTORY and a FREE 8x10 of
your selection. You may purchase additional portraits IF you choose, but
you are not obligated to purchase. A link to sign up for your appointment
time online will be on our website (almaumc.com) and on our Facebook
page. Appointments are from 2:00 - 9:00 p.m. You can also sign up in
person after church on
Sunday, April 14, 21, and 28.
Additional family members
and pets are welcome.
Volunteers are also needed to
help greet families and assist
the photographer on the days
of the photo shoots.
Additional information is
available at the Welcome
Desk.

Sign up here:
https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/yp61etgy/

Benefit for Gratiot County
Hope House
April 12 at 6:00 p.m.
Alma Elks
1400 Warwick Dr.
Dinner,
Bake Sale,
50/50 Drawing,
Silent Auction,
Live Auction

APRIL MISSION OF THE MONTH

Summer Camp Scholarships
Summer Church Camp is one of the most
spiritually transforming experiences our
youth can have. This fund, along with a
$50 per-camper gift from the United
Methodist Women, provides up to one-half
of the fee for the children and youth (3rd
grade through High School) of our church
to attend camp. We currently have a
number of kids eligible to attend church
camps. Most of our camps cost about $350
per child. Make a difference in a child’s
spiritual life this summer!

Weekly Sermons are now available
online at almaumc.com

COMMUNION TABLE FLOWERS
If you would like to honor a loved one by providing
flowers for the altar, please contact the church office at
463-4305. Another way to remember or honor your
loved one is to help sponsor students at the Congo
Seminary in Mulunguishi, Africa. Our congregation has
been supporting this vital mission ministry for several
years. The cost is $15.00 per Sunday. The names of the
ones being honored or memorialized will be printed in
the bulletin for the Sunday of your choice.
REMINDER of CHURCH TIMELINES
Messenger: Wednesday at noon
Ambassador: the 15th of the month

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Stay Connected! Follow us on
Facebook, YouTube, and Instagram.

The church office is open Monday through
Thursday from 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. If you have
needs outside this schedule please call Pastor
Debbie at 989-463-1485.

Alma United Methodist Church
501 Gratiot Ave.
Alma, MI 48801
989-463-4305
Email: office@almaumc.com
Website: www.almaumc.com

