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MARCH/APRIL SERMON SERIES
March 3 - Our Father, Who Art in Heaven
Scripture: Matthew 6:9

March 10 - Thy Kingdom Come, Thy Will Be Done
Scripture: Matthew 6:10
March 17 - Give Us This Day, Our Daily Bread
Scripture: Matthew 6:11
March 24 - United Methodist Women Sunday

Starting March 3, we will dive into this
powerful prayer, line by line. We will
discover what Jesus meant when he shared
it with his disciples over 2,000 years ago.
We will learn why this prayer was actually
radical and controversial in its time. We will
also unpack its relevance for our prayer
lives today. Invite a friend or family
member to join you for this series that will
challenge and inspire you.

The March UMW program is planned for
Wednesday, March 20 in the Parlor. Bring
your dinner up from Lighthouse Buffet at
5:30 p.m. - the program will begin at 6:00 p.m.
Our program will include several special guests
sharing books they have read from the United
Methodist Women Reading Program. These
carefully curated books are a great way to learn
more about the world, and inspire and inform you
as you seek ways to put your faith, hope and love
into action!

March 31 - Forgive Us Our Trespasses
Scripture: Matthew 6:12, 14-15
April 7 - Lead Us Not Into Temptation
Scripture: Matthew 6:13
April 14 - For Thine is the Kingdom and the Power and
the Glory Forever (Palm Sunday)
Scripture: Matthew 6:9-13
April 21 - Easter Sunday

Join us on March 6 at 7:00 p.m. for our
Ash Wednesday service.

March 2019

We are about to embark on a very special and important time of the Christian year.
The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on March 6. It is a day of reflection
to mark the beginning of Lent, the forty days of preparation for Easter.
In the early church, these forty days were used to teach people about the Christian
faith in order to prepare them for baptism and confirmation on the day before Easter. It was a very significant
and life-changing time for these individuals. Even today, over 2,000 years later, we still consider this time of
preparation to be important in our lives. It is a time for new beginnings in the faith and a time for returning to
the Lord. It is a time for putting aside the sins and failures of the past in light of who we are yet to become by
the grace of God. It is a time for growing through repentance, fellowship, prayer and concentration upon our
relationship with Jesus Christ.
Living as a disciple of Jesus Christ is a lifelong process of being transformed to become like him in our
thoughts, our attitudes, and our actions. The thing that I appreciate so much about the season of Lent is that it is
a time when we seek to grow in our faith not only individually but also communally, together as the body of
Christ in this place. We walk the road of discipleship intentionally during this time as we prepare for the great
celebration of the resurrection of our Lord.
During Lent this year, we are going to focus on deepening our prayer life by studying the Lord’s Prayer
in detail. Each week, we will look at just one phrase of the prayer in order to roll it around in our minds and
hearts. What did Jesus mean when he shared it with his first disciples? What does it mean for our lives today?
How does it provide an example to enrich and deepen our prayers? I believe that you will experience anew the
treasure that Jesus gave us in the Lord’s Prayer.
Perhaps you want to practice a spiritual discipline during these 40 days to help you draw closer to God.
There are disciplines of denial such fasting from a certain food or TV/electronic time in order to spend more
time with Him. Other denial disciplines include times of intentional solitude or silence to listen to God.

There are also disciplines of addition—intentionally adding something to these 40 days to help you draw
closer to God. This might include Bible reading, times of prayer, journaling, attending a small group or worship
services each week. Other ideas include de-cluttering or cleaning in a way that brings freedom from something
that has been weighing you down. Whatever you might choose to do, I encourage you to find a way to draw
closer to Jesus in these days.
Lent is a great time to learn together, to grow together and to mature as disciples. I am looking forward
to these special days as we prepare to celebrate the significance of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Blessings,
Pastor Debbie

3/4—Bob Moore
3/5—Jan Pratt
3/6—Mark Hahn
3/8—Brandon Fuller
3/9—Pat Wright

3/10—Connie Barton
3/11—Kay Toben
3/13—John Eisenberger
3/15—Barbara Prikasky
3/15—Tracey Fuller
3/20—Sara Mackie
3/25—Amanda Kasdorf
3/26—Erica DeLosSantos
3/28—Aleatha Foote
3/29—Aaron Thomas
3/30—Mary Hicks
3/31—Martha Powelson

Arlene Armstrong, Luana Lemasters,
Bob Moore, Mary Lou Sommerville,
and Jerry & Ardis Wolven.

Lighthouse Buffet
“No one eats alone”

Father - Son Banquet
at Breckenridge UMC

Wednesdays at 5:30 pm

Friday, April 5 at 6:00 p.m.

Catered by Petticoat Junction

Featuring a Swiss Steak Dinner
& Special Message and
Challenge for all Men and Boys

March 6 - Roasted Tur key Br east, Cilantr o Rice,
Buttered Corn, Salad Bar, Strawberry Shortcake
March 13 - Pineapple Glazed Ham, Cheesy Scalloped
Potatoes, Green Bean Casserole, Salad Bar, Carrot Cake
March 20 - Smothered Chicken, Steamed Broccoli, Baby
Carrots, Salad Bar, Assorted Pies

Tickets: $10
10 and under: $5
(Tickets are limited, advance purchase is
recommended)

Legal Seminar

March 27 - no meal (Spring Break)

Planning Ahead: Estate Planning
when Facing a Dementia Diagnosis

Festival of Church Music
Sunday, March 17 at 3:00 p.m.
Where: Alma Fir st Chur ch of God
What: Concer t by local chur ch
musicians: organists, pianists, choirs,
ensembles, soloists
A free will offering will be received
for Love, INC of Gratiot County.

FINANCE CORNER
March 2019

Wednesday, March 13
6:30—7:30 p.m. in the Parlor
Estate planning is the process of making decisions and putting
steps into place to make sure your wishes are carried out for
your health and financial decisions, both before and after your
death. When a person has dementia, the estate planning process
takes on added importance. Topics to be covered:








Wills & Trusts
Powers of Attorney
Giving money away
When is it too late to do estate planning? What happens?
What if I don’t do anything?
How can I protect assets if I need care? What about my spouse?
What help is out there for paying for care?

Presenter: Rosemary Buhl, Elder Law Attorney
Buhl, Little, Lynwood & Harris, PLC

General Fund: (as of J anuar y 31, 2018)
Income Year to Date:
$ 24,829
Expenses Year to Date:
$ 23,380
Difference:
$ 1,448
THANK YOU for your generous giving to support the
mission and ministry of Alma UMC. If you are interested
in electronic giving, simply go to our website
(almaumc.com) and click on the GIVE NOW button. If
you would like to receive offering envelopes, contact the
church office.
Parking Lot Loan/Capital Improvement Fund:
Loan Total: $34,340
Current Income:
Payments
Total Income/Payment:

Ladies Lenten Breakfast at
Breckenridge UMC
Thursday, March 14
9:30 a.m.
Please RSVP to the church
office by Mon. March 11

$
$
$

8,223
5,984
2,239

Thank you for giving to the Capital Improvement Fund to
pay for the new parking lot. Our payments each month are
$328. If you would like to contribute, simply direct your
gift to the “Capital Improvement Fund.” Thank you!

Immediately after this presentation, Rosemary will be
scheduling individual personal appointments for anyone who
is interested. The appointments will be on Monday, March 18
beginning at 9:00 a.m. in the Youth Room.

Easter Services
Sunday, April 21—Services at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.
Breakfast will be served between services at 9:30 a.m.

MARCH MISSION OF THE MONTH
One Great Hour of Sharing (UMCOR) When disaster strikes around the globe, our
hearts go out to the people, but we often
don’t know how to help. How can any one
person make a difference in the wake of
widespread destruction? Your generous
giving to One Great Hour of Sharing is
what allows UMCOR (United Methodist
Committee on Relief) to respond with help
and aid to those who need it within hours
of the devastation. The workers are always
ready to be the hands and feet of Jesus.

Weekly Sermons are now available
online at almaumc.com

COMMUNION TABLE FLOWERS
If you would like to honor a loved one by providing flowers
for the altar, please contact the church office at 463-4305.
Another way to remember or honor your loved one is to
help sponsor students at the Congo Seminary in
Mulunguishi, Africa. Our congregation has been
supporting this vital mission ministry for several years.
The cost is $15.00 per Sunday. The names of the ones
being honored or memorialized will be printed in the
bulletin for the Sunday of your choice.
REMINDER of CHURCH TIMELINES
Messenger: Wednesday at noon
Ambassador: the 15th of the month

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Stay Connected! Follow us on
Facebook, YouTube, and Instagram.

The church office is open Monday through
Thursday from 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. If you have
needs outside this schedule please call Pastor
Debbie at 989-463-1485.

Alma United Methodist Church
501 Gratiot Ave.
Alma, MI 48801
989-463-4305
Email: office@almaumc.com
Website: www.almaumc.com

