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FEBRUARY SERMON SERIES
Wedding vows are more than a declaration of
love—they hold the keys to a strong, lasting
marriage. Whether you hope to get married some
day or you’ve already tied the knot, discover what
THE VOW can mean for the future. Join Pastor
Debbie and Paul as they go through four vows to
build stronger marriages: the vows of priority,
pursuit, partnership, and purity.
February 3—THE VOW OF PRIORITY
February 10—THE VOW OF PURSUIT
February 17—THE VOW OF PARTNERSHIP
February 24—THE VOW OF PURITY

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY
Want to dig deeper into
Scripture and find some
connections you perhaps
haven’t seen before? You
are invited to join a
10-week study on the book
of Genesis, exploring the
interaction between God
and very human people —
Noah, Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob, Rebekah, and
Joseph. Topics include family relationships,
conflict and journey through hard times.

Starts February 6 from 9:30-10:30 a.m.

Our next UMW program is planned for
Wednesday, February 20 in the Parlor.
Bring your dinner up from Lighthouse
Buffet at 5:30 p.m. - the program will
begin at 6:00 p.m. Carolyn Studley and
the program coordinators for the new
Gratiot County Hope House will share
with us the history and future plans for
this important new service in our
community. All women (and men) of
the church are invited to attend!!
Please RSVP to the church office by
Monday, February 18.

February 2019

February is often referred to in our culture as the “love month” with a huge focus
on Valentine’s Day. You see advertisements everywhere and you can’t help but
run into the chocolates and candies in the aisles of Meijer and Walmart. Even in
the schools, there is the fun of sending “Valentine grams” or writing out valentine
cards for everyone in the classroom.
Love and marriage are issues that are important also to God, as evidenced by the fact that the Bible
has so much to say about them. Jesus performed his first miracle at a wedding, likens himself to a
bridegroom, uses marriage as the theme of a parable, and offers a wide variety of teachings that are directly
applicable to marriage. The apostle Paul calls marriage a “mystery” that portrays the love of Christ for the
church.
I want to focus our energy this month on investing in marriages and our close relationships. It is
often in the cold and snow of winter that we can get stuck at home without a lot of opportunities to get out.
Sometimes, that can wear on our relationships at home as we have less patience and can get a bit irritable.
The reality is that great marriages do not just happen; they require discipline, sacrifice, and effort.
A recent study from the National Center for Health Statistics based on a national survey of 10,000 couples
shows that 43% of all marriages end in separation or divorce within the first 15 years. I have worked with
marriages that are struggling at every age level in our congregation over the six years that I have served
here at Alma.
God has put it on my heart to do a series this February entitled “The Vow” as we seek to put some
fresh energy into marriages. We will look at some of the keys to developing a healthy, satisfying, and
successful marriage. I want to help you grow in your relationship with your spouse so that you can
experience all that God intends marriage to be.
I believe that this series will be helpful both for married individuals and single individuals as we
seek to know God’s design for men and women. As you know already, he created men and women very
different! The more we know about these differences, the better we will be able to relate and enhance
these core relationships.
Paul and I will be doing some team preaching throughout the month, so you can hear from both
perspectives. I think that this series will be both fun and informative as we prepare for marriages that
honor God and go the distance. I encourage you to invite a friend, neighbor, or someone in our community
to join us during these weeks together.
Together in Jesus’ love,
Pastor Debbie

2/4—Wanda MacLaren
2/10—Ruth Mackie
2/15—Kathleen Woodruff
2/19—Jane Francis
2/20—Ron Luce
2/20—Shirley Smith
2/24—Daryl Koch
2/26—Jim Martin
2/25—Joanne Elliott

Arlene Armstrong, Luana Lemasters,
Bob Moore, Mary Lou Sommerville,
and Jerry & Ardis Wolven.

Chair Exercises for
Better Balance

CONFIRMATION CLASS FOR
MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS

Starting Wednesday, Feb.6, come and
learn easy exercises for older adults or
the disabled to help them strengthen
their core muscles to improve balance.

Wednesdays at 4:30 p.m.
in the Parlor

Lighthouse Buffet

Legal Seminar

“No one eats alone”
Wednesdays at 5:30 pm

Planning Ahead: Estate Planning
when Facing a Dementia Diagnosis

Catered by Petticoat Junction

Wednesday, February 6
6:30—7:30 p.m. in the Parlor

February 6 - Baked Por k Chops, Baked Potatoes,
Green Beans with Bacon, Salad Bar, Assorted
Cheesecakes
February 13 - Grilled Bratwurst, Hamburgers,
Macaroni & Cheese, Baked Beans, Salad Bar, Cupcakes
February 20 - Roasted Turkey Breast, Cilantro Rice,
Buttered Corn, Salad Bar, Strawberry Shortcake
February 27 - Pineapple Glazed Ham, Cheesy
Scalloped Potatoes, Green Bean Casserole, Salad Bar,









FINANCE CORNER
February 2019
General Fund: (as of December 31, 2018)
Income Year to Date:
$ 225,296
Expenses Year to Date:
$ 217,494
Difference:
$
7,802
THANK YOU for your generous giving throughout 2018. We
ended the year with a positive balance which allows us to start
2019 in good financial shape. If you are interested in
electronic giving, simply go to our website (almaumc.com)
and click on the GIVE NOW button. If you would like to
receive offering envelopes, contact the church office.

Parking Lot Loan/Capital Improvement Fund:
Loan Total: $39,668
Current Income:
Payments
Total Income/Payment:

Estate planning is the process of making decisions and putting
steps into place to make sure your wishes are carried out for
your health and financial decisions, both before and after your
death. When a person has dementia, the estate planning process
takes on added importance. Topics to be covered:

$
$
$

7,408
5,656
1,752

Thank you for giving to the Capital Improvement Fund to pay
for the new parking lot. The Finance Team decided at their
January meeting to make a $5,000 principal payment on our
loan. Our payments each month are $328. If you would like to
contribute, simply direct your gift to the “Capital
Improvement Fund.” Thank you!

Wills & Trusts
Powers of Attorney
Giving money away
When is it too late to do estate planning? What happens?
What if I don’t do anything?
How can I protect assets if I need care? What about my
spouse?
What help is out there for paying for care?
Presenter: Rosemary Buhl, Elder Law Attorney
Buhl, Little, Lynwood & Harris, PLC

Immediately after this presentation, Rosemary will be
scheduling individual personal appointments for anyone who
is interested. The appointments will be on Monday,
February 11 beginning at 9:00 a.m. in the Youth Room.

New Dementia Caregiver
Support Group
-- BEGINS FEB. 6 -Date: Every Wednesday
Time: 4:30 – 5:30 p.m.
Location: Youth Room
Participants are encouraged to
attend weekly, but are welcome to drop in on occasion.
You are also welcome to attend even if your loved one
has not been officially diagnosed, but you suspect that
some brain change is occurring.

FEBRUARY MISSION OF THE
MONTH
Love in the Name of Christ - Love, INC
unifies the local churches together to
coordinate their resources of talents,
expertise, prayer and donated items. It
oversees a central Clearinghouse to receive,
screen, and clarify needs, as well as to
understand client challenges and histories,
in order to provide a comprehensive
response of material, emotional, relational,
and spiritual assistance appropriate for each
person’s needs and requests.

Weekly Sermons are now available
online at almaumc.com

COMMUNION TABLE FLOWERS
If you would like to honor a loved one by providing flowers
for the altar, please contact the church office at 463-4305.
Another way to remember or honor your loved one is to
help sponsor students at the Congo Seminary in
Mulunguishi, Africa. Our congregation has been
supporting this vital mission ministry for several years.
The cost is $15.00 per Sunday. The names of the ones
being honored or memorialized will be printed in the
bulletin for the Sunday of your choice.
REMINDER of CHURCH TIMELINES
Messenger: Wednesday at noon
Ambassador: the 15th of the month

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Stay Connected! Follow us on
Facebook, YouTube, and Instagram.

The church office is open Monday through
Thursday from 8:30am—1:30pm. If you have
needs outside this schedule please call Pastor
Debbie at 989-463-1485.

Alma United Methodist Church
501 Gratiot Ave.
Alma, MI 48801
989-463-4305
Email: office@almaumc.com
Website: www.almaumc.com

