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JANUARY SERMON SERIES

#STRUGGLES—Following Jesus in a selfie-centered world
As you scroll through your day, does it feel like everyone else has it all together? Someone
always has the best job, cutest kid, or happiest relationship. We’re pressured to measure up
to other people’s social media status updates and left with more struggles. This four-week
series looks at what it’s like to live a Christ-focused life in a selfie-centered world.

January 6—CONTENTMENT: The Struggle with Comparisons
January 13—AUTHENTICITY: The Struggle with Control
January 20—REST: The Struggle with Distractions
January 27—COMPASSION: The Struggle with Desensitization

Seven out of 10 people are living
paycheck to paycheck, and a higher
percentage of people do not have a
financial safety net. As shocking as
those numbers are, there is HOPE!
And that hope is Financial Peace
University. FPU is a nine-lesson
course taught by Dave Ramsey and
his team of financial experts. With
FPU, you will learn step by step how to handle money using biblical wisdom and common sense.
Through life-changing videos, online tools and resources, and group accountability, you will learn
how to create and stick to a budget, save for emergencies, pay off debt, and plan for the future.
Sign up TODAY at www.almaumc.com! Class begins on January 20, 2019.

January 2019

Even though there is hardly any snow on the ground right now as I write this article,
I know that it is coming. The cold and wintery weather of January will hit soon
enough. In these times, I can’t even imagine not having a safe, warm, and dry place to
sleep and eat. Yet, that is the reality for some people right here in Gratiot County. In
fact, last winter I received a call from one of our Alma police officers saying that he discovered a 19-year-old
young lady trying to survive in her car in the cold. While we helped her to find some warmth by providing
payment for a local hotel room for two nights, it was in no way a solution for what she needed.
Gratiot County Hope House is a new ministry created “to meet the temporary housing needs of Gratiot
County with compassion, hope, and grace.” Right now, they are focusing on being a crisis cold weather shelter
program to address homelessness in our community from January through the first of April. It would provide a
warm place for someone to sleep, as well as a hot meal, for up to 30 days. The shelter will be located at St. Louis
Church of the Nazarene and will have a maximum capacity of 20 guests for this first season.

At the end of January, Alma UMC has the opportunity to provide volunteers to cover the shifts at Gratiot
County Hope House. This includes serving the guests in a variety of ways by providing a hot evening meal,
bringing some games or light entertainment for the evening, serving as overnight security, providing breakfast
and sack lunch the next day, and simply being a hospitable presence. Check-in time for the guests at the shelter
begins at 6:00 p.m. each evening and individuals are checked out by 8:00 a.m.
The day shelter is open for the afternoon from 1:00-5:00 p.m. and serves as a place for individuals to get
out of the weather, fill out paperwork as needed for area helping agencies, and generally be a safe place for people to get their lives back on track. This opportunity fills a gap in providing access to some help with job hunting
and paperwork struggles.
Jesus said in Matthew 24:34-40: “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by
my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry
and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me… ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and
give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you?’
The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you
did for me.”
What a wonderful opportunity we have to be the hands and feet of Christ to those in our community who
are struggling this winter! Join me in reaching out and serving in the name of Christ from January 27 –
February 2. I believe it will make a huge difference in people’s lives.
Together in Jesus’ love,
Pastor Debbie

1/8—Jean Ealey
1/8—Harold Brock
1/9—Kyle Hahn
1/9—Mike Kelly

1/9—Luana Lemasters
1/17—John Gibson
1/24—Craig Compton
1/28—Linda Turner

Arlene Armstrong, Luana Lemasters,
Bob Moore, Mary Lou Sommerville,
and Jerry & Ardis Wolven.

FAMILY GAME NIGHT

Volunteers from our
church will be serving
the homeless at the
Gratiot County Hope
House in St. Louis
from January 27
through February 2.

You are invited to a fun
filled night of games at
Alma UMC.
January 26 at 5:30 p.m.
Everyone is welcome!
Pizza will be provided

Lighthouse Buffet
“No one eats alone”
Wednesdays at 5:30 pm

LOOKING FOR A GOOD BOOK?

Catered by Petticoat Junction

January 9 - Lasagna, garlic bread (1/2 with cheese),
green beans, salad bar, pineapple upside down cake
January 16 - BBQ chicken, hash brown casserole, corn
on the cob, salad bar, assortment of pies

FINANCE CORNER
January 2019

General Fund: (as of November 30, 2018)
Income Year to Date:
$ 203,037
Expenses Year to Date:
$ 194,466
Difference:
$
8,171

Thank you for your support of mission and
ministry here at Alma UMC! If you are
interested in electronic giving, simply go to our
website (almaumc.com) and click on the GIVE
NOW button. If you would like to receive
offering envelopes, contact the church office.
Parking Lot : Mer cantile Bank Loan for the
new Parking Lot: $39,668
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the
parking lot expansion project over the past year.
Our Mercantile Bank Loan for the remainder is
just under $40,000. If you would like to
contribute to help pay off this amount, simply
direct it to the “Capital Improvement Fund.”
Thank you!

Check out the United Methodist
Women Reading Program bookshelf in the parlor. Books are a
great way to learn more about the
world and about yourself. Choose a
book from this shelf and let it
inspire and inform you as you seek
ways to put your faith, hope and
love into action!

New titles on the shelf include:


“The Mission-Minded Guide to Church and School
Partnerships”



“Fresh Expressions: A New Kind of Methodist
Church for People Not in Church”



“The Same Sky” – a novel about immigration



“We are All Fast-Food Workers Now: The Global
Uprising Against Poverty Wages”



“The Wesley Challenge” – 21 Days to a More
Authentic Faith

JANUARY MISSION OF THE MONTH
CMU Wesley Foundation - The Wesley Foundation at
Central Michigan University is a welcoming space for all
students to experience community and explore their
faith. They work to provide a place of openness,
authenticity, and a sense of belonging for students
during their college years. CMU Wesley recently
celebrated their 50th year anniversary on the campus.

COMMUNION TABLE FLOWERS

If you would like to honor a loved one by providing
flowers for the altar, please contact the church office
at 463-4305. Another way to remember or honor
your loved one is to help sponsor students at the
Congo Seminary in Mulunguishi, Africa. Our
congregation has been supporting this vital mission
ministry for several years. The cost is $15.00 per
Sunday. The names of the ones being honored or
memorialized will be printed in the bulletin for the
Sunday of your choice.

REMINDER of CHURCH TIMELINES
Weekly Sermons are now available
online at almaumc.com

Messenger: Wednesday at noon
Ambassador: the 15th of the month

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Stay Connected! Follow us on
Facebook, YouTube, and Instagram.

The church office is open Monday through Thursday from 8:30am—1:30pm. If you have needs outside this schedule please call Pastor Debbie at
989-463-1485.

Alma United Methodist Church
501 Gratiot Ave.
Alma, MI 48801
989-463-4305
Email: office@almaumc.com
Website: www.almaumc.com

