
 

 

 

 

 2018 

Alma United Methodist Church 

                  ADVENT SERMON SERIES 

Come visit our 2018  

Heifer Marketplace 

Sunday, December 9 

      Heifer Project Living Gifts are a great 

way to Christmas shop for friends and  

family while helping those in our world who 

are less fortunate.  

      To participate you “buy” shares of  

animals that are given to impoverished  

rural families around the world. These  

animals (chicks, bees, fish, rabbits, pigs, 

goats, sheep, water buffalo, llamas and 

heifers) provide food and income for the 

families for years to come.  

      “Living Gifts” are a unique alternative 

to commercial gifts or in addition to  

traditional gifts.  

** Christmas Eve Services ** 
 

NEW TIMES!!   

6:00 pm and 8:00 pm 

You are invited to bring your family 

members, friends, and neighbors to 

join us for a very special time of  

worship. There will be beautiful  

music, traditional Christmas carols, 

children’s time, a Christmas Message 

and candle lighting to close the  

service.  

God is with us in every moment. We may feel that we are deep in a valley, 

or alone in a desert. We might be on top of the mountain looking for direc-

tion, or just waiting to see if our prayers will be answered. No matter our 

circumstances, we can celebrate that God is with us.    

 
December 2—God with us…IN THE VALLEY  

December 9—God with us…IN THE WILDERNESS  

December 16—God with us…IN THE STORM  

December 23—Children’s Christmas Program  

“The First Christmas” 

December 24—Finding JOY this Christmas  

Children’s Christmas Program 

“The First Christmas” 

Sunday, December 23  
during worship 



 

Arlene Armstrong,  Luana Lemasters,  

Bob Moore, Mary Lou Sommerville, and  

Jerry & Ardis Wolven. 

 

12/3 - Trisha Bowman 

12/4 - Dave Roslund 

12/5 - Arnold Walling 

12/12 - Lee Mapes 

12/13 - Rose Peck 

12/14 - Nadeen Kelly 

12/14 - Gwen Lott 

12/18 - Dave Zerbe 

12/24 - Katrinna Hedrick 

12/27 - Marilyn Nichols 

12/29 - Ruth Sparks 

12/29 - Don Curtis 

December Birthdays 

                                                                                                                                  December 2018 

 As we prepare for the Advent season and celebrating the birth of Christ, I thought about a piece I had read recently 
written by Max Lucado titled, “From One Father to Another.” Perhaps this may have been how Joseph felt about Jesus’ birth.  

“This isn’t the way I planned it, God. Not at all. My child being born in a stable? This isn’t the way I thought it would 
be. A cave with sheep and donkeys, hay and straw? My wife giving birth with only the stars to hear her pain? This isn’t at all 
what I imagined.  

No I imagined family. I imagined grandmothers. I imagined neighbors clustered outside the door and friends standing 
at my side. I imagined the house erupting with the first cry of the infant. Slaps on the back. Loud laughter. Jubilation. 

 That’s how I thought it would be…. But now… Who will celebrate with us? The sheep? The shepherds? The stars? This 
doesn’t seem right. What kind of husband am I? I provide no midwife to aid my wife. No bed to rest her back. Her pillow is a 
blanket from my donkey… Did I miss something? Did I, God?  

 When you sent the angel and spoke of the son being born—this isn’t what I pictured. I envisioned Jerusalem, the  
temple, the priests, and the people gathered to watch. A pageant perhaps. A parade…I mean, this is the Messiah!  

Or, if not born in Jerusalem, how about Nazareth? Wouldn’t Nazareth have been better? At least there I have my 
house and my business. Out here, what do I have? A weary mule, a stack of firewood, and a pot of warm water. This is not the 
way I wanted it to be! Forgive me for asking but… is this how God enters the world? The coming of the angel, I’ve accepted. 
The questions people asked about the pregnancy, I can tolerate. The trip to Bethlehem, fine. But why a birth in a stable, God?  

 Any minute now Mary will give birth. Not to a child, but to the Messiah. Not to an infant, but to God. That’s what the 
angel said. That’s what Mary believes. And God, my God, that’s what I want to believe. But surely you can understand; it’s not 
easy. It seems so….so…. so….bizarre. 

 I’m unaccustomed to such strangeness, God. I’m a carpenter. I make things fit. I square off the edges. I follow the 
plumb line. I measure twice before I cut once. Surprises are not the friend of the builder. I like to know the plan. I like to see 
the plan before I begin. 

 But this time, I’m not the builder, am I? This time I’m a tool. A hammer in your grip. A chisel in your hands. This  
project is yours, not mine. I guess it’s foolish of me to question you. Forgive my struggling. Trust doesn’t come easy to me, 
God. But you never said it would be easy, did you?  

One final thing, Father. The angel you sent? Any chance you could send another? If not an angel, maybe a person? I 
don’t know anyone around here and some company would be nice. Maybe the innkeeper or a traveler? Even a shepherd 
would do.”  (Max Lucado, He Still Moves Stones) 

 I love this perspective because it is so honest. Joseph and Mary had their questions and their doubts; they were just 
trying to follow God’s plan as best as they could. Trust comes difficult for all of us. Our message series this month is called 
“God With Us.” It is a reminder that God is with us ALWAYS, whether we are in a valley, waiting in the wilderness, or in the 
middle of a storm. We find God when we look for Him there. Join us in December for a great time of worship and invite a 
friend or family member to come along. 

          With Christmas blessings,  

           Pastor Debbie 



FINANCE CORNER 
December 2018 

General Fund:    (as of October 31, 2018) 
Income Year to Date:  $  185,285 

 Expenses Year to Date:   $  176,713 
Difference:       $       8,572 

 
Thank you for your support of mission and ministry here at 
Alma UMC! If you are interested in electronic giving,  
simply go to our website (almaumc.com) and click on the 
GIVE NOW button. If you would like to receive offering 
envelopes, contact the church office.   
 
Parking Lot :  Mercantile Bank Loan for the new Parking 
Lot: $39,668 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the parking lot 
expansion project over the past year. Our Mercantile Bank 
Loan for the remainder is just under $40,000. If you would 
like to contribute to help pay off this amount, simply  
direct it to the “Capital Improvement Fund.” Thank you!  

DECEMBER MISSION OF THE MONTH  

Methodist Children’s Home (Redford, Michigan) 

The Methodist Children’s Home Society provides individual-
ized treatment, care, advocacy, and permanency to children and  
families impacted by childhood trauma. They help Michigan’s 
most fragile children find safety, hope, love, and comfort. 
Through their residential program, educational and clinical  
services, transitional living, foster care and adoption program, 
they provide for and advocate on behalf of victims of child 
abuse and neglect. They find safe havens and forever families 
for boys and girls across southeast Michigan. 

Lighthouse Buffet  
“No one eats alone” 

Wednesdays at 5:30 pm  

12/5 - Swiss Steak, Garlic Mashed Potatoes, Broccoli 
& Cauliflower with Cheese Sauce, Salad Bar, 
Cheesecake 

12/12 - Chicken & Biscuits, Peas & Carrots, Mashed 
Potatoes, Salad Bar, Strawberry Shortcake 

12/19 - No Meal 

12/26 - No Meal 

1/2 - No Meal 

Everyone is Welcome!! 

Children  - 5yr. FREE 

Age 6-18 $5.00 

Adults  $7.00 

 

United Methodist Men’s Famous Fudge 
 

$7.00 per tin   
(contains 1lb of fudge) 

Fudge will be available week days during office 

hours as well as on Sundays. 

Please contact Jim Hicks at 989-463-3920 with 

questions. 

Purple Angel Seminar Series: 

Understanding Alzheimer’s & Other 
Dementias 

Thursday, December 6  
6:00 to 7:30 p.m 

This seminar is for you if…  you or someone you know is 

living with dementia or you are simply curious and want 

to learn more about Alzheimer’s and other forms of  

dementia.  

 
 
 
 
 
All United Methodist Women are 

invited to a Christmas Tea on  
December 6th at 6:30 pm  
at Joanne Elliott’s home.   

Please RSVP to Joanne at  
989-285-1416 

BLOOD DRIVE:  Sponsored by PROJECT PAWS 

Thursday, December 20 

1:00—7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 



CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

The church office is open Monday through Thursday from 

8:30am—1:30pm. If you have needs outside this schedule 

please call Pastor Debbie at 989-463-1485. 

REMINDER of CHURCH TIMELINES 

Messenger:  Wednesday at noon 

Ambassador:  the 15th of the month 

Alma United Methodist Church 

501 Gratiot Ave.  

Alma, MI 48801 

989-463-4305 

Email: office@almaumc.com 

Website: www.almaumc.com 

COMMUNION TABLE FLOWERS 

    If you would like to honor a loved one by providing 

flowers for the altar, please contact the church office at 

463-4305.  Another way to remember or honor your 

loved one is to help sponsor students at the Congo  

Seminary in Mulunguishi, Africa.  Our congregation has 

been supporting this vital mission ministry for several 

years.  The cost is $15.00 per Sunday.  The names of the 

ones being honored or memorialized will be printed in the 

bulletin for the Sunday of your choice.  Weekly Sermons are now available 

online at almaumc.com 

 

 

 

Stay Connected!  Follow us on  

Facebook, YouTube, and Instagram. 


