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Calendar Dinner
Saturday, October 20
6:00 pm – table viewing 6:30 pm - dinner
$12.00 – Advance tickets only
Everyone is invited to this delightful
annual event!

God did not create local churches to become
country clubs where membership means we
have privileges and perks. He placed us in
churches to serve, to care for others, to pray for
leaders, to learn, and to give. Join in this sixweek journey of discovering or re-discovering
the privilege and joy of church membership as
a gift to be treasured. Our entire attitude is
different when we approach membership the
Biblical way.

A delicious dinner of Swiss steak and side dishes, homemade salads and desserts will be served. But the real fun is
spending an evening with your friends and neighbors and
marveling at tables creatively decorated to represent the
months of the year.

Tickets must be reserved in advance from individual table
hosts/hostesses or by calling the church office at
463-4305. Childcare is available.
This event is sponsored annually by the Alma United
Methodist Women and raises over $1000 to fund local
and world missions.

October 7—World Communion Sunday
October 14—“It’s about My Part”
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31
October 21—“It’s all about Unity”
Scripture: Ephesians 4:1-6
October 28—“It’s not about Me”
Scripture: Philippians 2:5-11

Operation Christmas Child
Have you started shopping for your shoe box yet?
Some suggestions for your gift box are school supplies,
hygiene items and toys.
Kick-off for this ministry will be Sunday, October 14
Be sure to take a shoe box to fill!

October 2018
Last month, I attended a meeting with about 50 community leaders from all over Gratiot
County to learn about a new mission called Gratiot County Hope House. This is an organization spear-headed by two churches in St. Louis to address the issue of homelessness in
our county. It was eye-opening to learn that there are more than 400 people in Gratiot
County experiencing homelessness at any one time. Some might be living in a car or tent, some might be temporarily
staying in a hotel room, some sleep on the couch in a friend or relative’s home. While we might not “see” someone
sleeping on the street, homelessness is a very real issue in our community.
The mission of Hope House is “to provide compassion, grace and the hope of God through housing assistance.”
They are looking to address homelessness in three ways: transitional housing, rotational shelter in cold weather
months, and a day shelter. The transitional housing will be available at St. Louis Church of the Nazarene. They will be
converting the basement of their church building into several apartments that can be used by those that have entered
the process to find suitable housing. Sometimes it can take 3-6 months to obtain a housing voucher and locate a place
to rent. This facility would operate like a short-term apartment for the individual or family in the waiting process.

During the cold winter months, starting in January of 2019, Gratiot County Hope House is looking for local
churches who would volunteer space in their church for one week as an over-night Rotational Shelter. It would
provide a warm place for people to sleep, instead of outside or in a car. A church hosting the over-night stay would be
responsible for providing a hot dinner each night for about 12-15 people, providing some games or light entertainment
for the evening, and providing a room for men and a room for women for the sleeping hours. Someone would need to
be awake to watch over the areas during the night. Breakfast would be served the next morning and the individuals
would be checked out by 8:00 a.m.
St. Louis First Church of God would then provide space in their building for a day shelter to receive guests during the day in the cold winter months. The day shelter would be a place that homeless folks could go and get out of the
weather, fill out paperwork as needed for area helping agencies, and generally be a safe place to help get their lives
back on track. This opportunity fills a gap in helping those that are dealing with homelessness and providing access to
some help with job hunting and paperwork struggles.

I share this mission and vision with you because I would like to see our church volunteer to be one of 15
churches to host the rotational shelter in our building for one week this winter. I think it would be a great opportunity
for us to serve and meet the needs of those who often get forgotten in our community. There will be a Host Church
Training Event on October 13 or November 10 from 9:00-12:00 to learn more about the “nuts and bolts” of hosting. If
you are interested in attending the training or being a part of helping to make this a reality, let me know.
Blessings in Christ
Pastor Debbie

October Birthdays

Arlene Armstrong
Luana Lemasters
Bob Moore
MaryLou Sommerville
Jerry & Ardis Wolven

10/7 - Martha Moore
Katie Shook
Jerry Wolven
10/8 - Barbara Gay
10/12 - Judy King
10/16 - Jeff Holmes
10/18 - Gerry McClure
10/19 - Marion Arnett
10/22 - Joel Lucas
10/30 - Terry Rogers
Pam Eisenberger

Lighthouse Buffet
“No one eats alone”
Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m.
Everyone is Welcome!!
Children 5 and under FREE
Ages 6-18 = $5.00
Adults = $7.00
10/3 - Meat loaf, scalloped potatoes, grilled
vegetables, Caesar salad, fresh fruit, cookies

Dementia Related Brain
Changes Seminar
Thursday, October 4
6:00 - 7:00 p.m.
The exact symptoms experienced by a
person living with dementia depend on
the areas of the brain that are damaged
by the disease causing dementia. At this
seminar you will learn about changes to
the brain experienced by persons living
with Alzheimer’s or other dementias.

10/10 - Baked chicken, steamed broccoli,
roasted redskin potatoes, macaroni salad,
garden salad, brownies
10/17 - Baked cod, rice pilaf, macaroni &
cheese, fresh fruit, Caesar salad, cookies
10/24 - Lasagna, garlic bread, corn, garden
salad, broccoli salad, brownies

Annual Church Conference
Tuesday, October 9
7:00 – 8:30 p.m.
Saint Louis First UMC

OCTOBER MISSION OF THE MONTH
World Communion Sunday (Oct 7 th)
Around the globe, countless gifted and qualified
people face financial obstacles that hinder them from
preparing for the vocation God has given them,
especially youth and young adults. On World
Communion Sunday, your giving helps to provide
scholarships for national and international graduate
students whom God has gifted to learn and to serve.

FINANCE CORNER
October 2018

General Fund: (as of August 31, 2018)
Income Year to Date:
$ 141,372
Expenses Year to Date:
$ 144,502
Difference:
$
-3,130
Thank you for your support of mission and ministry
here at Alma UMC! If you are interested in electronic
giving, simply go to our website (almaumc.com) and
click on the GIVE NOW button. If you would like to
receive offering envelopes, contact the church office.
Parking Lot : $11,528
Thank you to everyone who gave in July-August for the
Parking Lot Project. Our goal was to raise $10,000 and
WE DID IT! Once the final costs are calculated, a loan
will be taken out for the remainder of the project.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
The church office is open Monday through Thursday from
8:30am—1:30pm. If you have needs outside this schedule
please call Pastor Debbie at 989-463-1485.

REMINDER of CHURCH TIMELINES
Messenger: Wednesday at noon
Ambassador: the 15th of the month

COMMUNION TABLE FLOWERS

Weekly Sermons are now available
online at almaumc.com

If you would like to honor a loved one by providing
flowers for the altar, please contact the church office at
463-4305. Another way to remember or honor your loved
one is to help sponsor students at the Congo Seminary in
Mulunguishi, Africa. Our congregation has been supporting this vital mission ministry for several years. The cost
is $15.00 per Sunday. The names of the ones being honored or memorialized will be printed in the bulletin for the
Sunday of your choice.
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