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PAINTING A PICTURE OF THE KINGDOM 

Pastor Scott E. Manning’s Monthly Message 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit us online: 

September is a time for closure, introspection, creation, and new beginnings.  It is a time to 

be closer to God and to build community.  September brings with it a newness and hopeful-

ness for the future even as we walk paths of uncertainty into the un-

known. 

We close out the summer and we welcome the fall.  We close out va-

cation season and we enter a new season for learning.  We close up 

our cottages and we prepare for the bonfires.  We end our fall beach 

trips and we prepare for our fall color tours.  We take time to look at 

where we have been, where we are, and we vision forward to dream 

and prepare for what may be. 

During this month of September, our Jewish brothers and sisters close 

out their calendar year and prepare for the New Year.  Rosh Hasha-

nah is coming, beginning September 29. On Chabad.org, Rosh Ha-

shanah is said to be a time of “reflecting on where we stand and were we should be going.”  

It is also said to be the time we celebrate creation and, more specifically, the creation of 

Adam and Eve; it is a day of judgment, a time for us to self-assess and reflect on our current 

situation and the year that has been and, at the same time, we are called to vision a better 

path forward; and, it is a time for us to recognize God as king, making a commitment of faith 

in community.  While Rosh Hashanah is a Jewish faith-filled holiday, Christians and others 

can and should learn from it and incorporate its principles into life.  We need to reflect on 

where were stand now and take time to consider where we should be going in the year 

ahead.  We need to take time to give thanks for creation and to ask God to be in our lives, 

acknowledging God and goodness.  We should take time to celebrate our covenant as a peo-

ple together and seek to build the kingdom of God as a community.  Rosh Hashanah calls us 

closer to God in community and gives us permission to dream and vision. 

September is a seasonal shift.  Summer will give way to the breezes of fall and the days will 

continue to grow shorter.  As the light shifts, nature paints the landscape with the color explo-

sion in the trees.  We give up the dips in the cooling waters and we make our ways to the 

forests and countryside to see the explosion of color forming as the leaves turn.  Those col-

ors are a sign of God’s enduring love and reminder to us that God is with us.  When you see 

those colors increase, know that we are called to increase the kingdom through sharing love.  

We are called to help paint a picture for others to see the blessings of the community of God.  

And that explosion of color reminds us that God’s kingdom is diverse and includes many 

hues, shapes, and varieties, just as the church is called to do. 

September brings a new year of education for our children and for those seeking to advance 

their education and learn new insights.  Not everyone who is advancing in education and 

learning does it in a school!  As a community of faith we are called to continue to grow and 

learn until we are called home to God where we will then be able to learn the fullness of life.  

September is a new beginning.  Where do you hope to grow in your learning and journey this 

year? 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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September is a time for looking at where we currently stand and visioning where we should be going.  Here at St. Luke’s we 

will engage in opportunities for self-assessment and visioning this September.  We will look at where we are and ask the 

questions of where we are headed?  We will look at who we are and who we seek to be, who we have in community and who 

we seek to welcome.  We will look at our call and see how we can expand our reach into the community.  September is a time 

for us not only to reflect, it is a time for us to celebrate the journey that has led us to where we are and enables us to boldly 

look forward. 

 

September is time for a joyful celebration and express our hopefulness and trust in God.  How has your year been?  How do 

you see yourself right now?  Where would you like to be in the next year?  What will help in your spiritual journey?  And, how 

does your journey help build the kingdom of God?  Our future is bright because God is part of it and the head of it.  And, like 

the leaves that will change colors and paint a beautiful picture, can you see yourself in that canopy of colorful expression?  

You are part of the picture and without you the picture is incomplete!  Let us paint a picture of joy and continue to grow the 

kingdom. 

 

News from the Hill... 
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News from the Hill... 

St. Luke’s Health and Wellness Care Group presents…POUND!!! 

 

 

 

                                                                       

 

 

What is POUND? 

Instead of listening to music, you become the music in this exhilarating full-body workout that combines cardio, conditioning, and 
strength training with yoga and pilates-inspired movements.Using Ripstix®, lightly weighted 
drumsticks engineered specifically for exercising, POUND transforms drumming into an incredibly effective way of working out. 
Designed for all fitness levels, POUND® provides the perfect atmosphere for 
letting loose, getting energized, toning up and rockin’ out! The workout is easily modifiable and the alternative vibe and welcoming 
philosophy appeals to men and women of all ages and abilities. To learn more:  https://poundfit.com 

 

Why I love POUND…I can’t dance to save my life and it’s been years since I played an instrument, but here I can enjoy doing 
both while getting exercise that flies by!!! 

Mondays, 7 PM in Fellowship Hall 

$30 per person per session – this covers all six classes in the session, please bring the first night 

Ripstix will be provided.  Please bring a mat as we will be sitting on the floor for some moves (we can always modify these to a 
chair). 

Sign up sheet in Fellowship Hall (or contact Susan Bachmann to be added to the list or if you have questions) 

 

First Session 

6 classes (Sept 9 – Oct 14) 

Please RSVP so we can have a count by Sept 4 

 

Second Session 

6 classes (Oct 21 – Dec 2, skipping 11/25) 

Please RSVP so we can have a count by Oct 16 
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News from the Hill... 

Book Study 

Moses: In the Footsteps of the Reluctant Prophet. We will take a journey with Moses, learning about his life and journey in 
faith, as we also learn about ourselves and the community of faith. The study will begin on August 13 and will continue through 
September 17. If you plan to join this study, please contact the office and get your book and schedule outline. Study sessions 

will take place each Tuesday from 10am-11am or from 7pm-8pm. (August 13, 20, 27, September 3, 10, 17)  

September 22 Service Time Change 

 

Due to Brooksie Way our Sunday September 22 service will start at 4:00pm. There will 
be a Potluck after Service. That Sunday is also Noisy Offering. 
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News from the Hill... September 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

1        
9:30 am  Worship 

Service;                   

Communion   

10:30 am   

 Fellowship 

UMM After Service 

11:00am-2:30pm 
ICC  

(Outside Group) 

2 
Labor Day 

Office Closed 

3 

9:30am             

Prayer Group in 

Cantor Area 

7:00pm             

Trustees Meeting 

10am & 7pm  

Moses Book Study 

49:30 am WWW 

(Wednesday Will-

ing Workers) 

9:30am           

Busy Fingers 

 

10:30 am  Yoga            
7:00pm             

Book Club 

5 

 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

9:30 am  Worship 

Service;                   

10:30 am   

 Fellowship 

11:00am-2:30pm 
ICC  

(Outside Group) 
 

9 

7:00pm                   

Pound Workout 

 

 

 

10 

9:30am             

Prayer Group in 

Cantor Area 

10am & 7pm  

Moses Book Study 

 

11  
9:30 am WWW 

(Wednesday Will-

ing Workers) 

 

9:30am           

Busy Fingers 

 

10:30 am  Yoga            

12 

12:30 pm                

Member Care 

Meeting 

13 
 

9:30am                

Prayer Shawl 

 

6:00pm                   

Fieldstone Dinner 

14 

9:00am-1:00pm                   

Czech Group Classrooms 

Lower Level  

15 

9:30 am  Worship 

Service;          

10:30 am           

Fellowship             

11:00am-2:30pm 
ICC  

(Outside Group) 
 

 

16 

7:00pm                   

Pound Workout 

17     
9:30am             

Prayer Group in 

Cantor Area 

10am & 7pm  

Moses Book Study 

 

18 
9:30 am WWW 

(Wednesday Will-

ing Workers)  

9:30am           

Busy Fingers 

10:30 am                

Yoga 

19 

 

20 

 

21 
 

22 

4:00pm  Worship 

Service;  

Noisy Offering  

Potluck after   

service  

11:00am-2:30pm 
ICC  

(Outside Group) 
 

23 
7:00pm                   

Pound Workout 

24 
9:30am             

Prayer Group in 

Cantor Area 

 

 

 

25 9:30 am 

WWW(Wednesday 

Willing Workers) 

9:30am           

Busy Fingers 

10:30 am                

Yoga 

4pm-630pm How-

arth UMC Dinner 

26 
 

 

27 
 

9:30am                

Prayer Shawl 

7:00pm ICC 

28 
9:00am-1:00pm              

Czech Group Classrooms 

Lower Level  

 

1:00pm-9pm Roba  

29 
9:30 am  Worship  

10:30 am          

Fellowship         

11:00am-2:30pm 
ICC  

(Outside Group) 

30 
7:00pm                   

Pound Workout 

     

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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News from the Hill... 

  

Next Newsletter 

The Next deadline for our  

newsletter will be on  

September 20th. Please  

get any and all articles to  

the office no later than that date! 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

September BIRTHDAYS 

9/3 Judi Tragle 

9/7 Debbie Shultz 

9/7 Betty Greiner 

9/10 Del Beutler 

9/10 Karen Reinhout 

9/12 Eli Parman 

9/16 Robert Teitler 

9/22 Lorene Beutler 

9/25 Don Pennell 

9/26 Mary Shultz 

9/28 Ashley Gorman 

9/29 Karen Pascaretti 

9/29 Robert Camaiani 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 

ANNIVERSARIES 

9/12 Gene & Janice Heline 

9/17 Barbara & Keith Gibbs 

9/27 Dean & Susan Bachmann 

 

 

 

 

 

Food Pantry Needs 
    Thank you to everyone who drops off food for the food pantry. I’ve had many 

request asking for what else the pantry needs. So here’s the list; toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, deodorant for men and women, toilet paper, Kleenex dish soap and 
hand soap, laundry soap, ladies personal items, of course food. If you have any 

questions contact Judie Bennett.  
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News from the Hill... 

St. Luke’s United Methodist Church       
3980 Walton Boulevard                  
Rochester Hills, MI 48309 

Website: www.stlukesrochester.com 

Email: stlukesrh@gmail.com 

Office Phone: 248-373-6960 

Pastor’s Phone: 248-285-2051 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

9:30 AM - WORSHIP SERVICE                                                  
10:30-11:00 AM - FELLOWSHIP                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Membership  

Orientations are  

scheduled throughout the 

year.  If you are interested 

in attending the next  

orientation, please call the 

church office to sign up at  

248-373-6960. 

Pastor Office Hours Tuesday & Thursday 

Tuesday & Thursday from 10am-2pm 

(Please Call For An Appointment) 

 

Wednesday Pastor Open Office Hours 

 Wednesday’s 10am-2pm Pastor open office hours, for you to just 

drop in, if you need to see Pastor Manning. The available time is first 

come, first served. We encourage you to please call ahead to make 

sure the Pastor has available time.  


