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The United Methodist Church is in a process of finding “a way forward” as we deal with the 

nature of the structure of the denomination.  It is sometimes a challenging and difficult proc-

ess, but it opens us to the possibilities of what the future holds and 

how we may journey together.  As I think about the process we are 

in the midst of as United Methodists, it makes me wonder and think 

about the journey of Moses and the Israelites; a difficult and chal-

lenging time, but it led them to a vision of promise in a land.  That 

journey was not easy, but one thing was for sure and that is God 

was with them. 

In our individual lives, we have to process “a way forward” on a 

regular basis.  We look at what was, what is, and what may be.  We 

look to the future, while at the same time reflecting on the past and 

pondering our present realities.  How might it be different if we place 

our trust in God and allow the Holy Spirit to work and move within and through us.  It is a 

process and seldom instantaneous – it took the Israelites 40 years to make it from Egypt to 

the promised land.  If we look at Egypt’s side, they had a long and difficult process too, but 

they saw blessings and provided blessings as well; after all, Egypt is the place God chose to 

provide refuge for an undocumented immigrant family when their lives were at risk.  If Egypt 

had not provided a shelter, where might we be today? 

In our congregational lives, we have to process a “way forward,” as well.  How we will live 

and worship?  Who will we welcome and will we give space for them to grow?  Will we allow 

the “them” to become an “us/we” and will we allow transformation and growth to happen 

within us as well as them?  What must we cling to and what must we let go?  What will we 

shy away from and what might faith allow us to take a leap toward?  How is God speaking to 

us today? 

Finding our way forward is both an individual and communal exercise.  This is what disciple-

ship is all about.  Introspection – that looking inward and doing a self-assessment.  Outward 

visioning and the evaluation of the current as you look to the future.  Discipleship is not an 

either or, it is an and!  I and my community, I and my church, I and my faith . . .  It is a Me 

and my community, Me and my church, Me and my faith . . .    The “I” and “Me” have slightly 

different meanings, but they call us to the same “individual” and “community” perspectives in 

finding a way forward.  I need faith and I find it in community.  As for me and my church, we 

will serve the Lord.  Etc. etc!  Finding a way forward is discipleship and it is a conversation 

with God and community. 

On August 7 &8, a group of United Methodist scholars will be addressing the “Way Forward” 

for the people called United Methodists.  St. Luke’s will be one of four Michigan sites for 

people to come and listen (via livestream feed) and have opportunity to discuss what the 

scholars are sharing.  They will share theological and pastoral points and we have opportu-

nity together to be part of the journey.  Apart from this, our existence together has always 

been a journey in The Way Forward as we seek to grow in love of Jesus Christ and in love 

of/for each other. 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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I invite you to ponder, what does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus Christ?  What does it mean to walk in the journey?  In invite 

you to consider what your hopes and dreams are for the people called Methodists, for you, and for St. Luke’s?  Where would 

you like to be and where would you like to see St. Luke’s in one year/five years?  What helps you grow in your walk on The 

Way?  And, what do you have that you may help others grow on their walk on The Way? 

In St. Luke’s, I have seen the power of the Holy Spirit at work.  I have seen healing at work.  I have seen expressions of faith 

lived out and shared.  I have seen and have experienced the power of genuine love – not contrived or forced or faked – real 

genuine, spirit-filled love.  I have seen a church come out of the ashes and thrive.  Now, for the Me expressions:  St Luke’s is 

a place of joy for me.  St. Luke’s challenges me to be the best me that I can be.  St Luke’s gives me space to grow and to 

share in the working of the Holy Spirit.  St Luke’s makes me a better . . .   You see how the slight difference comes with the 

use of “I” and “Me” in these sentences?  What are your “I” and “Me” statements regarding St. Luke’s and your faith journey?  

And how have you seen it grow so that you feel as part of a “We” at St Luke’s? 

Our present realities as a denomination can be seen as an awful dilemma or as an awesome opportunity.  God placed before 

Moses an awful dilemma and guided him through a process and a journey that resulted in an awesome opportunity.  Our pre-

sent realities in life sometimes seem to be filled with awful dilemmas but they too have possibility to lead to awesome opportu-

nities.  Is your cup half empty or is it half full OR is it full? 

The future is before us and all I see in front of me is God’s beautiful creation and the opportunities God is placing on the path 
in front of us for exploration and growth, for discernment and transformation, for blessing and life.  What do you see? 

News from the Hill... 
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News from the Hill... 

Nominations Open…. 

Ready for a new role at St. Luke’s?  Before the Charge Conference on November 5, the 
Nominations Committee needs to fill several vacancies for next year’s slate of church 
leaders:  Ad Council Chairperson, Trustee, and Staff Parish.  If you are interested in 
these positions, please email Corey at the church office at stlukesrh@gmail.com 

 

Plan to attend: Ad Council 

Wednesday, August 14, 7:00 PM 

 

Let’s plan to meet on August 14 to plan for Fall and Winter programs, education, 

and outreach opportunities! We also have some important decisions to make as a 

church. We’ll begin, as we have in the past, with Area Ministry meetings to set goals 

and plan activities to meet these goals for the next 6 months (September through 

Lent.) The area groups are listed below, and you can choose which group meeting 

you want to attend. 

 Nurture Ministries (Education, Worship, Small Groups, Prayer Teams, etc.) 

 Outreach Ministries (Missions, UMW, UMM, Youth Fellowship, etc.) 

 Witness Ministries (Worship, etc.) 

Then, at 7:45, we’ll meet as a Council to take action on recommendations from the Area Ministries, putting together a calendar 

of programs and activities to actualize our mission of making Christ’s love visible through service and community connection. 

We will also vote on specific questions related to moving ahead as a church: 

1. Adopting a “Reconciling” statement -- a statement that tells those that are seeking a church that we are a congregation that 

welcomes and affirms people of all sexual orientations and gender identities. A committee is drafting a statement for us to    

consider. 

2. The study/discussion of the Bard/Jones Plan for the Methodist Church of the future. Bishop Bard and Bishop Jones will     

present their proposal at the 2020 Conference, and we need to understand their proposal so that we are prepared to vote, as a 

church, on our future path. 

3. Other actions, as necessary. 

Hope to see you there! 

Submitted by: Nancy Rice 
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News from the Hill... 

Holocaust Memorial Center Tour 

St. Luke’s will be participating in a Holocaust Memorial Center Tour on Sunday, August 11th from 1:15pm to 4:15pm. The tour 
will be followed by a survivor presentation. More information will be released as we get closer to August. The Holocaust Memo-

rial Center is located at 28123 Orchard Lake Rd, Farmington Hills, MI. 

TREASURES IN THE TRUNK 

Treasures in the Trunk is over!  Thank you to all of you who participated in making the day run like clockwork.  Maura and Al 
were on hand Friday night to welcome early bird donors and set up. The parking lot team led by Tom and Lynette swept the 
parking lot, marked the spaces and welcomed our visitors.  Bruce, Charlene and Ron ran the successful refreshment table and 
provided lots of good things to eat.  Diantha and her hearty team of sale table volunteers put it together, ran it and cleaned it 
up with great efficiency.  The Bachmann’s and their enthusiastic youth team sold toys and delicious baked goods and provided 
energy to the event.  Finally, Lynette and her transportation team brought the remainder of the unsold items to the Salvation 
Army.  All of the volunteers were needed and appreciated!!!   

 

Thank you to all of our church vendors.  Your participation definitely made the event bigger and more successful.   

 

A big thank you to all who donated treasures to be sold at the St. Luke’s table.  Because of you, we had a variety of interesting 
things to sell.  While we could have used more shoppers, the event went smoothly and we were all home by mid-afternoon to 
cool off and, perhaps, take a nap.   

 

Mark Chockley reports that we raised $1,035 for St. Luke’s United Methodist Church. 

 

Congratulations!!! 

 

-Submitted by Kay Smith 

 

Holocaust Memorial Center Tour Preparation  

St. Luke’s members are invited and encouraged to attend and participate in a tour of the Holocaust Memorial Center (28123 Or-
chard Rd.) in Farmington Hills as we prepare for this August 11 tour, and a time of remembrance and reflection, please consider 

reading Night by Elie Wiesel. See Pastor Scott for more information on Night. 
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News from the Hill... 

Book Study 

Moses: In the Footsteps of the Reluctant Prophet. We will take a journey with Moses, learning about his life and journey in 
faith, as we also learn about ourselves and the community of faith. The study will begin on August 13 and will continue through 
September 17. If you plan to join this study, please contact the office and get your book and schedule outline. Study sessions 

will take place each Tuesday from 10am-11am or from 7pm-8pm. (August 13, 20, 27, September 3, 10, 17)  

New Fellowship Schedule: 

August 4 - Finance and Memorials 

August 11 - Staff Parish 

August 18 - Ad Council 

August 25 - Trustees 

 

September 1 – Prayer Group 

September 8 - Christian Education 

September 15 - United Methodist Men 

September 22 - Church Potluck and 4:00 PM Service Time 

September 29 - Worship Design and Prayer Shawl Groups 

 

October 6 - Prayer Group and Nominations 

October 13 - Finance and Memorials 

October 20 - Staff Parish 

October 27 - Ad Council 

 

November 3 - Trustees 

November 10 - Member Care 

November 17 - Christian Education 

November 24 - Pre-Thanksgiving Dinner 

 

December 1 - United Methodist Men 

December 8 - Worship Design and Prayer Shawls 

December 15 - Prayer Group and Nominations 

December 22 - Finance and Memorials 

December 24 - Pastor, Exchange Students, Lay Leaders 

December 29 - Staff Parish 
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News from the Hill... August 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
    1 

 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

9:30 am  Worship 

Service;                   

Communion   

10:30 am   

 Fellowship 

UMM After Service 

11:00am-2:30pm 
ICC  

(Outside Group) 

5 
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9:30am             

Prayer Group in 

Cantor Area 

7:00pm             

Trustees Meeting 

Rochester Hills 

Election at Church 

79:30 am WWW 

(Wednesday Will-

ing Workers) 

10:30 am  Yoga           

7:00pm             

Book Club 

All Day- Post Way 

Forward          

Conference 

8 

Post Way For-

ward Conference 

All Day Rm 202-

203, Fellowship 

Hall 

9 
 

9:30am                

Prayer Shawl 

10 

 

11 

9:30 am  Worship 

Service;          

10:30 am           

Fellowship             

11:00am-2:30pm 
ICC  

(Outside Group) 
1:15pm Holocaust 

Memorial Tour 

12 

 

13     
9:30am             

Prayer Group in 

Cantor Area 

10am & 7pm  

Moses Book Study 

 

14 
9:30 am WWW 

(Wednesday Will-

ing Workers) 

10:30 am                

Yoga 

7:00pm             

Church Council 

Meeting 

15 

 

16 

 

17 
 

18 

9:30 am  Worship 

Service;  

10:30 am           

Fellowship         

11:00am-2:30pm 
ICC  

(Outside Group) 
 

 

19 
 

20 
9:30am             

Prayer Group in 

Cantor Area 

10am & 7pm  

Moses Book Study 

 

 

21 

9:30 am WWW 

(Wednesday Will-

ing Workers) 

10:30 am                

Yoga 

 

22 
 

 

23 
 

9:30am                

Prayer Shawl 

24 
 

 

25 
9:30 am  Worship  

Noisy Offering   

10:30 am          

Fellowship         

11:00am-2:30pm 
ICC  

(Outside Group) 

26 
 

27 
9:30am             

Prayer Group in 

Cantor Area 

10am & 7pm  

Moses Book Study 

 

 

28 
9:30 am WWW 

(Wednesday Will-

ing Workers) 

10:30 am                

Yoga                    

4:00pm-6:30pm 

Howath UMC 

Dinner 

29 30 31 
ROBA 1pm-9pm 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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News from the Hill... 

  

Next Newsletter 

The Next deadline for our  

newsletter will be on  

August 20th. Please  

get any and all articles to  

the office no later than that date! 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

August BIRTHDAYS 

8/5 Al Michalec 

8/18 Pat Dalton 

8/19 Diantha Rhodes 

8/28 Rick Davis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 

ANNIVERSARIES 

8/6 Alan & Jessica Parman 

8/11 Scott & Debbie Shultz 

8/12 Allen Michalec & Maura Cook 

8/13 Ed & Nancy Rice 

8/13 Bryan & Stephanie Botkin 

8/22 Bruce & Barb Stapleton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8/22 Charlie & Billie Martin 

8/24 Jay & Judi Tragle  

8/26 Ron & Charlene Leasure 

Food Pantry Needs 
    Thank you to everyone who drops off food for the food pantry. I’ve had many 

request asking for what else the pantry needs. So here’s the list; toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, deodorant for men and women, toilet paper, Kleenex dish soap and 
hand soap, laundry soap, ladies personal items, of course food. If you have any 

questions contact Judie Bennett.  
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News from the Hill... 

St. Luke’s United Methodist Church       
3980 Walton Boulevard                  
Rochester Hills, MI 48309 

Website: www.stlukesrochester.com 

Email: stlukesrh@gmail.com 

Office Phone: 248-373-6960 

Pastor’s Phone: 248-285-2051 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

9:30 AM - WORSHIP SERVICE                                                  
10:30-11:00 AM - FELLOWSHIP                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Membership  

Orientations are  

scheduled throughout the 

year.  If you are interested 

in attending the next  

orientation, please call the 

church office to sign up at  

248-373-6960. 

Pastor Office Hours Tuesday & Thursday 

Tuesday & Thursday from 10am-2pm 

(Please Call For An Appointment) 

 

Wednesday Pastor Open Office Hours 

 Wednesday’s 10am-2pm Pastor open office hours, for you to just 

drop in, if you need to see Pastor Manning. The available time is first 

come, first served. We encourage you to please call ahead to make 

sure the Pastor has available time.  


