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“ M a k i n g  C h r i s t ’ s  L o v e  V i s i b l e  T h r o u g h  S e r v i c e  a n d  C o mm u n i t y  C o n n e c t i o n ”  

MAY MOMENTUMS 

Pastor Scott E. Manning’s Monthly Message 

As we begin this month of May, I am reminded of three things.  Mothers, Memorials, 

and New Beginnings.  In the life of the church, this month brings about the workings of 

a family relationship, remembering what has been, and visioning what 

is to be.  We are in the midst of a month of transitions and transforma-

tions in life, in faith, and in community. 

When I think of mothers, I give thanks for all that my own mom has 

done for me and the sacrifices she has made for me and my siblings, 

for her grandchildren, and even more so the sacrifices she made for 

my grandparents when I was growing up and really unaware of the 

ways she helped to carry and support her parents when they needed 

support monetarily and in ways of moral and physical support.  My 

mother was there for them and it was always evident how much she 

cared for her parents.  Sometimes we went with less so that that help 

could be provided and I never knew we went with less; in actuality, I would learn that I 

gained more because of this sacrifice and time my mother gave to honor and give back 

to her mom and dad (also known as grandparents that spoiled me rotten and gave me 

the love of chocolate, coffee, Dr. Pepper, and pot roast).  My mother practiced a bibli-

cal principle of care for parents and family and it sticks with me to this day.   

I also think of my paternal grandmother who is one of the mothers of my faith.  She 

raised me in a faith community and I came to know the love of Jesus in a Free Method-

ist Church, alongside my grandma.  My faith journey blossomed because my grandma 

took time to take me to church, to encourage me in faith, and to exhibit what the love of 

Christ means for us as we love the world.  This is the same grandma that taught me to 

bake, to sew, to scrapbook and love history, and to dig deeper in understanding my 

family roots.  I learned the value of time and relationships with my grandmothers and 

grew in faith.  How is it with your mothers? 

May ends with Memorial Day and this, too reminds me.  Memorial Day is the day that 

we specifically set aside to remember those who gave their lives in service.  But, it is 

also a tradition in many families, including mine, to spend time with the dead and the 

living within family.  Taking time to care for gravesites and to share the stories of loved 

ones who have died.  I come from a family that is a large extended community.  Some 

of you laugh at my connections of who I am related to -- “You are related to everybody” 

-- and each time I hear that it makes me smile and remember another family member.  

Yes, those memories and connections are very important.   

In the life of the church, we also think about memories.  Often times those memories 

are very happy memories, but not always.  In time, we learn from both the good and 

the difficult memories and they help us to evaluate our present and to look to our fu-

ture.  Memories can help to remind us of the certain hope of the future.  Even the diffi-

cult ones that we have been able to survive and heal from can inform us about the pre-

sent and the future in the life of the church, as well as in our personal life’s journeys. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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This month, I will have the great joy of helping celebrate a new beginning with a young man who I spent time with and 

helped to mentor when he was a child.  This friend of mine will be married in May and a new beginning in his life will begin 

to blossom as he marries his high school crush and sweetheart.  May is a new beginning as we see the first blossoms 

coming forth from the ground and the signs of new life in nature all around us; that which we watched die in the fall has 

broken forth with new life from the earth this spring.  The seeds that we have begun to plant will spring forth with new life.  

There is no complete break from the past in this process, but there is something new that is springing forth.  So it will be 

with the church.  New life is springing forth from that which has been, giving way to something new. 

Leaders from across the connection that we call Methodist are convening and looking to the future of the church.  We can-

not escape these realities, nor should we.  We have a great opportunity in the months ahead to be part of the visioning of 

new life for our connection and reinvigorating the welcome and the zeal for spreading Christ’s love throughout the world in 

our Wesleyan way of ministry.  This requires care for the flock, for the institution, and for ourselves.   

So, I encourage you to first look to your early faith formations.  Do you remember your first experiences in faith?  Who was 

your mother/father/mentor in faith?  Was it your mom and dad, grandparents, or someone else?  How did you first experi-

ence faith and what about your experience drew you to a relationship with God?  What holds you in the love of Christ?  So, 

first, who is that mom-like character influence?   

Now, as we take time to remember, who helped you grow?  Who do you take time to remember in your spiritual/faith for-

mation?  What memories do you hold dear in your journey?  What memories do you cling to in the past experiences of 

faith and life?  How do these experiences help shape you today and how are they helping you to grow?  As with death, we 

have to let go as well.  What are things that you may be able to let go of so that you can move forward in faith.  Often with 

relationships, when a person dies we have to let go of animosity and regrets and cling to the joys and the positive lessons 

of our relationships.  Are there things that can be let go of so that growth and new life may be formed?  What are you me-

morializing and why?  And, those that are of great value potential for others to grow as well, how are you sharing?  How do 

we keep the spirit of our memories alive in our journey forward? 

And, new beginnings.  Births, marriages, new growth and blossoms, and even church struggles can bring forth new begin-

nings.  The idea of new beginnings can be terrifying and it makes many nervous and anxious.  Waiting for Prince Harry 

and Megan to give birth is driving the British Kingdom crazy; another cousin of George Washington is being added to the 

line of the throne (as both Prince William and Prince Harry are cousins to President Washington through Princess Diana’s 

side of the family -- for you trivia buffs).  Waiting for Annual Conference makes some clergy anxious as they await a vote 

by the clergy session and commissioning or ordination by the bishop; new beginnings come for some as new pastors ar-

rive and as pastors begin the next steps or the next place of their journey.  New beginnings are coming to The United 

Methodist Church community and understandably this is bringing anxiety; what will be has not yet been revealed and yet 

we know something new is coming.  What are your new beginnings?  Where do you see new life in your journey?  Where 

do you hope to be in your journey? In the journey of the church? In your faith walk?  We await what is coming and yet we 

are filled with hope because we are a resurrection people. 

This may, give thanks for your mothers (physical and adoptive, familia and faith).  Take time to give thanks for the saints 

who have gone before and to spend time reminiscing.  And, take time to dream and vision with hope for the future.  May 

you know the love of God, the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, and the embrace of Christ this month.  God speed and God 

love you, each and everyone. 
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Dear Friends in Christ in The United Methodist Church in Michigan, 
 
The structure of The United Methodist Church may remind you of the way 
the government of the United States is divided into three branches.  It is 
really no coincidence as the Methodist Episcopal Church emerged within 
the United States as this country was being formed.  As the government of 
the United States has legislative, executive and judicial branches, so The 
United Methodist Church has a legislative body (Genera 

l Conference), an executive 

body (The Council of Bishops), and a judicial body (The Judicial Council).  One 

crucial role of the Judicial Council is to determine the constitutionality of legis-

lation passed by General Conference, the Constitution of The United Method-

ist Church being 1-61 of The Book of Discipline. Following General Confer-

ence 2019, the petitions associated with the Traditional Plan which were ap-

proved by that body, along with a petition regarding local church disaffiliation 

from an Annual Conference which was also approved, were sent to the Judi-

cial Council for review.  At their meeting last week, the Judicial Council ruled 

that some of the Traditional Plan petitions passed by the General Conference were constitutional and some were not. 

  

Petitions found constitutional and taking effect January 1, 2020 included: 

 An expansion of the definition of a “self-avowed practicing homosexual” to include persons in same-sex marriages or 
civil unions. 

 Prohibition of bishops from consecrating bishops or commissioning or ordaining “self-avowed practicing homosexuals.” 

 Minimum penalties for being convicted at a church trial for officiating at a same-sex wedding: a one-year suspension 
without pay for the first conviction and loss of clergy credentials for a second conviction. 

 Prohibiting District Committees on Ordained Ministry and Boards of Ordained Ministry from recommending persons 
who do not meet all disciplinary requirements. 

 Making every effort to have a complainant agree to the terms of a just resolution of a complaint, and specifying that a 
just resolution must contain a statement of harms and how they are addressed in the resolution. 

 Church trial verdicts can be appealed on the basis of egregious errors of church law. 
Petitions found unconstitutional:  

 Petitions which would have moved the accountability of bishops away from their jurisdictional college or central confer-
ence. 

 Petitions which would have required specific certification for persons nominated for the Board of Ordained Ministry. 

 A petition which would have asked Boards of Ordained Ministry to examine candidates in part, through a search of so-
cial media, to determine if they meet qualifications for commissioning or ordination.  

Finally, the Judicial Council ruled that a petition specifying a process for local church disaffiliation from an Annual Confer-

ence was constitutional.  The process includes a two-third majority vote by the church conference, an agreement between 

the church and the conference trustees, and a ratification vote by the Annual 

Conference.  It takes effect immediately. For more information you may read the United Method-
ist News Service article about the rulings, and Bishop Ken Carter’s summary of the rulings on 
behalf of the Council of Bishops.  The UMNS article provides a link to the rulings themselves. 
 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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These rulings reinforce The United Methodist Church’s current stance on human sexuality and the limitations for LGBTQ per-

sons to be married by our pastors or in our churches or to be eligible for licensing, ordination and appointment.  Many LGBTQ 

persons, their families and friends, find this stance hurtful and harmful.  In addition, the legislation passed and now found con-

stitutional adds specifications to the complaint process that some view as deeply punitive.  Some among us, then, had the feel-

ings of disappointment, hurt and discouragement felt immediately following General Conference reawakened.  Others among 

us believe that the church in these decisions is being faithful to the long-standing witness of the Bible and the church.  Such 

diverse responses reveal starkly the depth of our divisions. 

 

Expectations for this work of the Judicial Council were high, in some cases unrea-

sonably so given that the Judicial Council was not going to change the basic stance 

of our denomination.  Anxiety about this meeting was high, and remains so follow-

ing the decision.  What might the future look like? 

 

It may be helpful for each of us to step back for a moment and seek a wider-angle 

view.  The Judicial Council decision has not markedly changed the trajectory of dif-

fering groups within The United Methodist Church.  Traditionalists who are in ac-

cord with the Wesleyan Covenant Association and other groups have pledged to 

continue to work to strengthen the Traditional Plan as they prepare for the 2020 

General Conference in Minneapolis.  They will seek to revise petitions from the Tra-

ditional Plan found unconstitutional to make them constitutional.  At the same time, 

a number of more Centrist and Progressive persons and groups have pledged to resist the Traditional Plan in different ways 

and to work to change it as they prepare for the 2020 General Conference.  It would seem there are forces within The United 

Methodist Church destined to collide again, and soon. 

 

Complicating the picture is that there are significant numbers of people who would 

describe themselves as traditional or progressive who would also be considered 

compatibilists or incompatibilists.  Compatibilists, who may hold either more tradi-

tional or more progressive views, also have a desire for people of differing views to 

stay together in a United Methodist Church, and would be willing to allow for differ-

ent practices of ministry in different contexts.  Incompatibilists, who may hold either 

more traditional or more progressive views, prefer a United Methodist Church that 

fully represents their viewpoint.  Again, there are forces here that seem destined to  

What has become clear to many, including me, is that more space is needed be-

tween persons within The United Methodist Church.  We cannot simply keep mov-

ing into the future as we are now.  It will only generate increasingly intense cycles of reactivity.  There are a number of ways 

we might describe what “more space” looks like: amicable separation, a new con-

nectionalism, new Methodisms, a new form of unity, mutual blessing and send-

ing.  If we would like to see General Conference 2020 look different from General 

Conference 2019 when it comes to considering the inclusion of LGBTQ persons, 

then we would do well to seek some kind of negotiated plan to create more space 

prior to that General Conference which could then be ratified by that body.  There 

are a number of significant conversations taking place that could contribute to such 

a negotiated plan, including the conversation taking place at Church of the Resur-

rection in Kansas City, May 20-22 which includes clergy and lay persons from 

across the United States.  I will be there as well.  I have also been in conversation 

with other bishops in less formal settings discussing the future of the church. 

collide at the next General Conference. 

This is where we are, and the Judicial Council decision is part of this longer story.  The question before us is how we will live 

together in this uncertain and in-between time.  We can make choices about ministry shares.  I would encourage continuing 

participation in connectional giving so as to keep the church strong as we move into a new future. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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 Weakening the church now only weakens what may emerge.  We can choose to turn up the temperature by sharing our view-

points in words that wound and in actions that generate more anger and anxi-

ety.  We can choose to see caricatures of each other rather than see each other.  On 

the other hand, we can choose to be more thoughtful and less reactive.  We can 

choose to live into the future by seeing how we can bless each other now, while we 

are together, even as we anticipate some parting of the ways, some greater space 

between us.  Regardless of my own viewpoint on LGBTQ inclusion, which has been 

clear in my support of more space for LGBTQ persons in the life and ministry of the 

church as represented by the defeated One Church Plan, I remain and am commit-

ted to being the bishop for all United Methodists in Michigan.  We need not agree 

about everything for me to support the good work you do in ministry as clergy and 

lay people, to celebrate with you your joys professional and personal, or to mourn 

your sorrows.  When the time comes that we might have to extend the hand of Chris-

tian fellowship to each other in a wave goodbye, we will cross that bridge then.  In 

the meantime, I will offer my best to you and to Jesus Christ as bishop of the Michi-

gan Area.  By the grace of God and the power of God’s Spirit, I will lead with as 

much wisdom, compassion, kindness, and joy as I am capable. 

 

Moving into the future along different roads is not a first for the communities of peo-

ple who follow Jesus.  “The disagreement became so sharp that they parted com-

pany; Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus.  But Paul chose Si-

las and set out, the believers commending him to the grace of the Lord.” (Acts 15:39-

40)  We have to figure out the future, thoughtfully, prayerfully, open to God’s 

Spirit.  While we do that, we also know we cannot neglect the pain and anguish in 

the world which God loves.  The ministry to which we are called in our churches,     

making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world continues.  Hungry people need food, those mired in poverty 

need help, addicted people need freedom, frayed relationships need mending, bro-

ken lives need healing, lost lives need saving, injustices need to be righted.  This 

work of God in Jesus Christ still calls to each of us and to our churches, even in the 

midst of our tensions, even in the midst of our anxieties, even in the midst of our 

confusion, even in the midst of broken hearts and disappointments.  Ministry needs 

to be done and, thanks be to God, is being done. 

 

We are in a challenging and difficult time as The United Methodist Church.  We are 

in an uncertain and in-between time.  Two moments from the first book in our Scrip-

ture tug at my soul.  “Abraham took his last breath and died after a good long life, a 

content old man, and he was placed with his ancestors.  His sons Isaac and Ishmael 

buried him.” (Genesis 25:8-9a, 

CEV)  “Isaac took his last breath and died.  He was buried with his ancestors after a 

long, satisfying life.  His sons Esau and Jacob buried him.” (Genesis 35:29, CEV)  It 

is not the images of death which speak to me, rather the images of brothers, often-

estranged, standing together in shared memory and shared grief.  In this moment we 

are together with a deeply shared history.  Soon we may go other ways.  Might we 

work to bless each other even as we work out this new thing that needs to happen? 

 

My prayer for us remains that God would enlarge our hearts, enliven our minds, ex-

pand our imaginations, make gentle and generous our spirits, and renew our com-

mitment to the mission of the church. 

Grace and Peace, 

 

 

 

David Alan Bard 

Michigan Conference  
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News from the Hill... 

VBS UPDATE –  

HIGH SEAS EXPEDITION 

Monday, June 24-Thursday, June 27 / 6-8 PM 

 

C’mon board!  Wouldn’t you like to be part of our CREW as we share the mighty love of God??  We need LOTS of volun-
teers to make this our BEST VBS EVER!   

 

Sign up now in Fellowship Hall OR check out the link to SIGN-UP GENIUS on our website!    

 

Questions?  Contact Amy Camaiani at camaiani@wowway.com or #248-505-3123.. 

 

 

NOISY OFFERING SUPPORTS  

2019 VBS 

 

Our Noisy Offering for April and May will be earmarked for HIGH SEAS EXPEDITION – our 2019 VBS curriculum. 

 

Thank you for your generous donations! 

 

 

Church Workday 
Our Church Workday will be on Saturday, May 18th at 9:00am. Please see Tom Thompson with any questions.  
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News from the Hill... 

Prayer Group 

INVITATION TO PRAYER GROUP 

The St. Luke’s Prayer Group meets every Tuesday morning at 9:30 in the seating area under the beautiful stained glass win-

dow. You are invited to join us each week or as you feel the need to lift up a special prayer. The blue cards that you fill out on 

Sunday morning are given to the prayer group to pray over for a long term illness or loss or a short term difficulty. We feel 

strongly that God answers prayer. We leave each Tuesday morning with a renewed strength to go out and be God’s hands in 

the world. Please come and join us. You will be blessed. 

Thank you all so much for your prayers that have been lifted, cards and texts that were sent  and all the phone calls.  I 
greatly appreciate them as I  continue to recover from my knee replacement surgery on the 11th of April.  All is going 
according to plan and I know the prayers lifted up for me are a big  part of the healing going on in my knee. I am defi-
nitely blessed with a wonderful and caring church family.  Hugs and love to you all.   
 
- Nancy Carey 

ST. LUKE'S FAMILY 

LOST ROSES BOOK STUDY 

Begins Tuesday, May 14, 2019 

7:00 p.m. at St. Luke’s UM Church 

 

Lost Roses by Martha Hall Kelly is out!! This much anticipated prequel to Lilac Girls is the book we will cover in May.  
We have reserved May 14, 21 and 28 to meet.  If you feel the need to open a book and join a class, this is your oppor-
tunity. This novel is rich in history from a variety of perspectives and lends itself to good discussions.  If you are inter-
ested but cannot attend all of the sessions, you are welcome to participate as your schedule allows. The book is avail-
able at Costco and other book shops.  Suggestion … get your book and start reading prior to the first session. If you 
have questions, please give me a call at 248-693-2322 or email rognkay@aol.com. 
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News from the Hill... May 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
   1 

9:30 am WWW 

(Wednesday Will-

ing Workers) 

10:30 am                

Yoga 

2 
11:30am     

Luncheon 

 

 

3 

 

 

4 

 

5 

9:30 am  Worship 

Service;                   

Communion   

10:30 am   

 Fellowship 

 

ICC 12pm-5pm 

(Outside Group) 
 

6 

 

 

 

 

7 

9:30 am             

Prayer Group in 

Cantor Area 

 

7:00 pm             

Trustees Meeting 

 

 

8 
9:30 am WWW 

(Wednesday Will-

ing Workers) 

10:30 am                

Yoga 

 

9 

12:30pm     

Member Care 

Meeting 

10 
 

 

11 

 

12 

9:30 am  Worship 

Service;          

10:30 am           

Fellowship         

ICC 12pm-5pm 

(Outside Group) 

 

13 

 

14     
9:30am             

Prayer Group in 

Cantor Area 

7:00pm             

Book Study 

15 
9:30 am WWW 

(Wednesday Will-

ing Workers) 

10:30 am                

Yoga 

 

16 

 

17 

 

18 
9:00am Church Workday 

19 

9:30 am  Worship 

Service;  

10:30 am           

Fellowship         

UMM After Service 

ICC 12pm-5pm 

(Outside Group) 

 

 

20 
 

21 
9:30am             

Prayer Group in 

Cantor Area 

7:00pm             

Book Study 

 

 

 

22 

9:30 am WWW 

(Wednesday Will-

ing Workers) 

10:30 am                

Yoga 

 

23 
 

 

24 
 

 

25 
 

 

26 
9:30 am  Worship  

Noisy Offering   

10:30 am          

Fellowship         

ICC 12pm-5pm 

(Outside Group) 

 

27 

 

28 
9:30am             

Prayer Group in 

Cantor Area 

7:00pm             

Book Study 

29 
9:30 am WWW 

(Wednesday Will-

ing Workers) 

10:30 am                

Yoga 

30 

 
Office Closed 

31 

 
Office Closed 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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Next Newsletter 

The Next deadline for our  

newsletter will be on  

May 20th. Please  

get any and all articles to  

the office no later than that date! 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

May BIRTHDAYS 

5/5 Elizabeth Botkin 

5/6 Lynette Thompson 

5/6 Kathy Pizzurro 

5/7 Nancy Rice 

5/7 Ron Williams 

5/15 Laura Shultz 

5/21 Sarah Botkin 

5/29 Jay Tragel 

5/30 Kathleen Fisk 

5/30 Lynn Brink 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 

ANNIVERSARIES 

5/4 Rick Davis & Carla Lindeen 

5/12 Richard & Kim Gorman 

5/15 Emily & Keegan Smith 

           

Food Pantry Needs 
    The food pantry is in need of the following; toothbrushes, toothpaste, coffee 
ground or instant, canned chicken, canned vegetables, low sugar cereal, brown 

and white rice in bag, mixed vegetables, shampoo, conditioner, and soap  
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News from the Hill... 

St. Luke’s United Methodist Church       
3980 Walton Boulevard                  
Rochester Hills, MI 48309 

Website: www.stlukesrochester.com 

Email: stlukesrh@gmail.com 

Office Phone: 248-373-6960 

Pastor’s Phone: 248-285-2051 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

9:30 AM - WORSHIP SERVICE                                                  
10:30-11:00 AM - FELLOWSHIP                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Membership  

Orientations are  

scheduled throughout the 

year.  If you are interested 

in attending the next  

orientation, please call the 

church office to sign up at  

248-373-6960. 

Pastor Office Hours Tuesday & Thursday 

Tuesday & Thursday from 10am-2pm 

(Please Call For An Appointment) 

 

Wednesday Pastor Open Office Hours 

 Wednesday’s 10am-2pm Pastor open office hours, for you to just 

drop in, if you need to see Pastor Manning. The available time is first 

come, first served. We encourage you to please call ahead to make 

sure the Pastor has available time.  


