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“ M a k i n g  C h r i s t ’ s  L o v e  V i s i b l e  T h r o u g h  S e r v i c e  a n d  C o mm u n i t y  C o n n e c t i o n ”  

OUT OF THE STORMS 

NEW LIFE SPRINGS FORTH 
                

Pastor Scott E. Manning’s Monthly Message 

As seasons change, storms abound.  Winds of change and drenching 

storms usher in forces that are powerful and have the ability to destroy 

and create chaos.  In the short term they can be scary and painful 

within the community.  These storms are known to bring death and 

sorrow.  Their aftermath can also bring about new life and show the 

power of a community that rises above the elements to vision some-

thing new and beautiful. 

This Lenten Season we are reminded of the journey that Jesus took in 

his three year ministry that reached from the Gaulanitis and Galilee to 

Samaria and Judea, from the Sea of Galilee to the Dead Sea, from a carpenter’s home 

to the cross.  We are reminded of the miracles and of the storms of temptation and be-

trayal.  There were storms and struggles along the path.  While many around him were 

distracted by the storms, Jesus maintained focus on the vision and the call before him.  

He saw the storms of disease and dischord around him.  He saw the storms of oppres-

sion and the police state.  He saw the storms of legalism and religion without grace.  

He walked through the storm of betrayal and injustice.  Jesus even journeyed through 

the storm of death on the cross.  And, yet, we see that at the storms end there will be 

life.  Even in the midst of the storm, we see restored life and new life abound. 

In the life of the church, we will have storms.  We see this going on right now in the life 

of United Methodism and Catholicism over issues of sex and sexuality, over identity 

and sacred worth.  In one it is a devastating and deadly storm of trust abused and vul-

nerable not being able to find safe sanctuary, while, in the other it is a devastating 

storm of mistrust and division.  In both cases, it is institutional spiritual abuse with the 

power like a hurricane or an F5 tornado.  When the storm ends, wounds must be cared 

for and rebuilding or building something new must take place.  When building is not 

possible where it was before the storm, a new direction must be found.  In the time of 

Jesus, there was a religious institutional storm taking place and Jesus was bringing 

forth the new direction. 

Do you sense or feel like you are caught in a storm in your life?  You find struggles tak-

ing place and you feel as if there is no end in store or no way out?  The disciples were 

feeling this way when Jesus was arrested and executed on a cross.  Their world was 

turned upside down and it wasn’t just the Roman authorities that they were afraid of; 

there was a mistrust and a brokenness in their relationship with the religious authorities 

as well.  A deep sense of pain was felt from Judea all the way north to Gaulanitis (the 

Golan Heights).  There was a heavy anxiety and questioning abounded throughout the 

area among Jesus followers and even some of his detractors.  All hope was lost for 

many.  Then something happened . . . 
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We are reminded every year that Good Friday was not the end of the story.  Jews are reminded during this same time of 

the year that something happens that tells us to lean in the direction of hope; for Jews, the Passover story reminds them of 

the deliverance that God provided when Moses was sent to liberate his people from the oppressive rule and abuse of the 

Pharaoh.  For Jews, a celebration is held to retell this important story and to encourage people who may be struggling to 

keep hope in their lives and to know that God journeys with them.  For Christians, this Passover story is important for that 

same reason and as it helps to keep us rooted through the story of Good Friday and forward to Easter.  Just as God made 

a way to relieve the oppression that the Jews faced under the thumb of Pharaoh, God makes a way for us to understand 

the powerful gift of liberation and life through the story of the cross and the grave. 

Our journey as United Methodists is a journey of uncertainty right now, not knowing how the institution will move forward 

through troubling waters of relationship between Christians who read scripture and understand human sexuality in very 

different ways and who understand covenant in different ways.  We are in the midst of a storm in the life of the global 

church, but Easter is coming.  If we are reminded that Easter is coming and that Easter has greater power than Good Fri-

day, hope not only can be seen dimly, it can be seen growing brighter and brighter.  We can also see the storm breaking 

for our Catholic brothers and sisters as the Roman Catholic Church begins to break down the walls of secrecy and begins 

a journey of truth and reconciliation, of healing and accountability, and building new bridges for faithful living in community. 

We, the people called Methodists, are called out of a storm and into a new hope.  We are called to be a resurrection peo-

ple and to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ.  We are called to rise and live in a measure of increasing hope.  Easter 

arrives this month, bringing a rainbow and light.  As Easter arrives, hope rises and we see new life.  I invite you this month 

to ponder the storms and then look at those storms with vision like a person with a mission focused mind.  Can you see 

beyond the storm and vision restoration and growth.  Be like the United Methodist Committee on Relief, placing your spiri-

tual mind ahead of the storm and know that when the tail of the storm has ended, you have the tools (Jesus, the Holy 

Spirit, and a Community of Love) that can help restore and build new and show the love of Christ in the light in a way that 

brings hope alive. 

Easter is coming and the storms will not prevail.  How do we know?  We serve and we journey with a risen Lord.  May your 

Easter be filled with joy and hope and love this season. 

News from the Hill... 
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News from the Hill... 

Easter Flowers                        

Easter Flowers order forms are now available. This year you have a choice of either Tulips 6’’ Pots (Varigated or 

Pink) or Daffodils 6’’ Pots. Orders and money are due no later than Sunday, April 14th. Orders must be placed in 

the envelope on the office desk. The cost is $8 per pot. 

 

Easter Service 
Easter service on Sunday, April 21st is at 9:30am and the annual potluck breakfast at 8:30am.  A sign-up sheet 

will be available soon. 

 

 

VBS Is On The Calendar  

Monday, June 24-Thursday, June 27 

6pm-8pm 

Dinner included. 

 

THEME: HIGH SEAS EXPEDITION 

Ahoy, Maties!  This year we will go on a High Seas Expedition, where we will explore the mighty love of God!  Get 
ready for a swashbuckling adventure through God's Word and discover that God shows his powerful love 
throughout the Scripture.   

 

We are beginning our search for adult volunteers to help us shepherd the “sailors,” tell the tales, create the crafts, 
sing the songs, play games with the gang, and feed the famished...kids – that is!  We also welcome kids who 
have finished grade 6 through high school and college age to assist.  Will YOU be one of the lucky ones to take 
part in this FUN and rewarding adventure?   

 

Spread the word to your family, friends, and neighbors!! Open to “SAILORS” born after January 1, 2016 
through those who have completed 5th grade, our 2019 VBS promises to be the BEST ONE YET!    
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Troop 71423 Sewing Event 

 

Available 
Time Slots 
9:00 am 
9:30 am 
10:00 am 
10:30 am 
11:00 am 
 

Please Allow 1 1/2 hours to complete a dress 
 

St Luke’s United Methodist Church 
3980 Walton Blvd, Rochester Hills, Mi, 48309 
 

Make a dress for the 
Little Dresses for Africa Project 
 

No Experience Necessary - All Supplies Provided 
 

Saturday, April 13, 2019 - 9:00 am till Noon 
Registration Required 
 

Email paularocheleau@yahoo.com 
 

Cost $10 per Sewer. Includes patch, snack and water bottle. 
Proceeds will go to future dress supplies and shipping costs to Orphanage 
 

News from the Hill... 
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News from the Hill... April 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
 1 2 

9:30 am             

Prayer Group in 

Cantor Area 

3 
9:30 am WWW 

(Wednesday Will-

ing Workers) 

10:30 am                

Yoga 

4 5 6 

Cookie Decorating W/ 

Stacy Swank 

7 

9:30 am  Worship 

Service;                   

Communion   

10:30 am   

 Fellowship 

 

ICC 12pm-5pm 

(Outside Group) 
 

8 

 

 

 

 

9 

9:30 am             

Prayer Group in 

Cantor Area 

10am & 7pm  

Simon Peter Study 

 

10 
9:30 am WWW 

(Wednesday Will-

ing Workers) 

10:30 am                

Yoga 

 

11 12 
 

 

13 

9:00am Little Dresses for 

Africa Project 

4:00pm  Movie 

14 

9:30 am  Worship 

Service;          

10:30 am           

Fellowship         

ICC 12pm-5pm 

(Outside Group) 

 

15 

 

16     
9:30am             

Prayer Group in 

Cantor Area 

10am & 7pm  

Simon Peter Study 

17 
9:30 am WWW 

(Wednesday Will-

ing Workers) 

10:30 am                

Yoga 

 

18 

 

19 

 

20 
 

21 

8:30 am  

Easter Breakfast         

9:30 am  Worship 

Service;   

UMM After Service 

ICC 12pm-5pm 

(Outside Group) 

 

 

22 
 

23 
9:30am             

Prayer Group in 

Cantor Area 

 

 

 

24 

9:30 am WWW 

(Wednesday Will-

ing Workers) 

10:30 am                

Yoga 

 

25 
 

 

26 
 

 

27 
 

 

28 
9:30 am  Worship  

Noisy Offering   

10:30 am          

Fellowship         

ICC 12pm-5pm 

(Outside Group) 

 

29 

 

30 
9:30am             

Prayer Group in 

Cantor Area 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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News from the Hill... 

  

Next Newsletter 

The Next deadline for our  

newsletter will be on  

April 20th. Please  

get any and all articles to  

the office no later than that date! 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

April BIRTHDAYS 

4/2 Carolyn Knisely 

4/4 Thomas Vieira 

4/10 Jeremy Smith 

4/15 Irene Lover 

4/19 Nancy Shook 

4/11 Cindy Cappelle 

4/19 Brett Brink 

4/20 Frank Hunter 

4/23 Dean Bachmann 

4/24 Joanne Teitler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 

ANNIVERSARIES 

4/11 Mark & Heather Hammerl 

4/28 Rich & Kathy Pizzurro 

4/26 Jim & Judy Doughty 

           

Food Pantry Needs 
    The food pantry is in need of the following; toothbrushes, toothpaste, coffee 
ground or instant, canned chicken, canned vegetables, low sugar cereal, brown 

and white rice in bag, mixed vegetables, shampoo, conditioner, and soap  
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News from the Hill... 

St. Luke’s United Methodist Church       
3980 Walton Boulevard                  
Rochester Hills, MI 48309 

Website: www.stlukesrochester.com 

Email: stlukesrh@gmail.com 

Office Phone: 248-373-6960 

Pastor’s Phone: 248-285-2051 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

9:30 AM - WORSHIP SERVICE                                                  
10:30-11:00 AM - FELLOWSHIP                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Membership  

Orientations are  

scheduled throughout the 

year.  If you are interested 

in attending the next  

orientation, please call the 

church office to sign up at  

248-373-6960. 

Pastor Office Hours Tuesday & Thursday 

Tuesday & Thursday from 10am-2pm 

(Please Call For An Appointment) 

 

Wednesday Pastor Open Office Hours 

 Wednesday’s 10am-2pm Pastor open office hours, for you to just 

drop in, if you need to see Pastor Manning. The available time is first 

come, first served. We encourage you to please call ahead to make 

sure the Pastor has available time.  


