
Word for Thursday: 

 

“There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens… a time to weep and 

a time to laugh…” ~Ecclesiastes 3:1, 4a 

  

We prefer the pleasant things in life, but sometimes it isn’t time for them. God doesn’t intend to abandon 

the church to weeping, but that doesn’t mean He won’t lead His people, and you and I individually, 

through a season of it. After all, the resurrection didn’t immediately follow the crucifixion; there was a 

day purely of mourning between. 

  

So much is happening these days, more than can really be taken in. We are grappling with the pandemic, 

with isolation, with injustice, and with the daily fallout into the rest of our lives. And while we have 

good reasons to hope, and while joy will surely come with the morning (Psalm 30:5), it’s still right to 

stop and live in the weeping for a moment. 

  

In moments like these I often turn to Psalm 13. Indeed, I have read it together with a number of you in 

times of crisis and loss. Now again, in the midst of our loss, our nation’s guilt, and the cry of the 

oppressed, let’s pray Psalm 13 as a church.  

  

How long, Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your face from me? How long 

must I wrestle with my thoughts and day after day have sorrow in my heart? How long will my enemy 

triumph over me?  

  

Look on me and answer, Lord my God. Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep in death, and my enemy 

will say, “I have overcome him,” and my foes will rejoice when I fall.  

  

But I trust in your unfailing love; my heart rejoices in your salvation. I will sing the Lord’s praise, for he 

has been good to me.” 

  

1.     Where in your heart would you ask “How long?” of the Lord? Is it over the length of the 

pandemic? Is it over the failure of justice in our land, and in the world? Is it over struggle and 

trial you’re experiencing in your own life? Talk to the Lord over this. 

2.     Where is there sure defeat unless the Lord helps in your own life, in our church, in our 

nation? Take a moment to ask God to deliver that sorely needed help. 

3.     Where can you remember God’s salvation in your life? Perhaps it’s a specific moment or 

event, perhaps it’s continued thankfulness for the work of Jesus to save us from the power of sin 

and death. Praise God for His acts of salvation for you, those you love, and those around you. 

 


