
Word for Wednesday: 

 

“Learn to do good. Seek justice. Help the oppressed. Defend the cause of orphans. Fight for the rights 

of widows.” ~Isaiah 1:17 (NLT) 

  

While the Old Testament was originally written primarily in Hebrew, there is also an ancient Greek 

translation called the Septuagint. When scholars translate the Old Testament into an English Bible they 

primarily work from ancient Hebrew manuscripts, especially the Masoretic text, but also frequently 

consult the Septuagint. When we consult both the Hebrew and Septuagint texts here we find something 

fascinating: the phrase translated in our English Bibles as “Help the oppressed” is the reading we find in 

the Greek text, while the Hebrew text says, “Reprove the ruthless.” 

  

The difference is merely one of emphasis, and perhaps in this case it’s helpful to have the issue from 

both angles. We must remember that in order to free the oppressed, the oppressor must be dealt with. In 

order to deal with oppression the oppressed must be helped. It isn’t enough to do one without the other. 

  

It is ungodly to rebuke the officer who slowly asphyxiated George Flynn without helping those who are 

afraid to die like him. It is ungodly to claim to have compassion toward George Flynn without reproving 

the ruthless act that killed him. It is ungodly to forget the oppressed and their plight in the riots, it is 

ungodly to act as if the riots are okay. Again, MLK’s statement is illuminating: “…riots are socially 

destructive and self-defeating… I will continue to condemn riots, and continue to say to my brothers and 

sisters that this is not the way… But at the same time, it is as necessary for me to be as vigorous in 

condemning the conditions which cause persons to feel that they must engage riotous activities as it is 

for me to condemn riots… in the final analysis, a riot is the language of the unheard.” 

  

None of this – the need for the rebuke of the ruthless and help for the oppressed – should be news to the 

Christian. We are blessed to know that this world is broken and in desperate need of repair. Corruption 

infects every part of the creation, beginning with my own self and touching everything and everyone. 

We are broken-hearted every time the thorough-going infection of sin is revealed. But we are not 

cynical, because our hope was never contained in a country, government, police force, or in the 

goodness of humanity. Our hope is in the inexhaustible, irresistible, and imminent goodness of God. It is 

God’s goodness and the resurrection of Jesus that gives us courage to stand against the ruthless and 

compassion to help the oppressed. 

  

1.     Our country rightly promises to guarantee the right of people to peaceably assemble to 

protest as a check against the ruthless. I encourage you to take a moment to thank God for the 

rights and privileges we enjoy as Americans. Pray for those whose rights are threatened. 

2.     Pray that the voice of the oppressed would be heard by God’s church, and that God would 

equip His church to respond. Pray that the voice of the oppressed would be heard by the whole 

country, and that the country would respond in compassion. 

3.     Pray that the cry of the oppressed would not be swallowed up by the bad behavior of any 

who seek to profit, be they looters, politicians, or otherwise. 

4.     “The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.” ~Psalm 

34:18 

  


