
Word for Tuesday: 

 

“Learn to do good. Seek justice. Help the oppressed. Defend the cause of orphans. Fight for the rights of 

widows.” ~Isaiah 1:17 (NLT) 

  

On Sunday you heard my sermon from Isaiah 1:10-20. I took a very big-picture view, using many similar 

passages to show that God cares deeply for those who are without help and without hope, and that we cannot 

call ourselves God’s people, followers of Jesus Christ, unless we too care deeply for the same. 

  

Today let’s zoom in on this one verse, and especially the second sentence: “Seek justice.” 

  

“Seek justice.” Perhaps what we hear first in this simple sentence is that we should uphold the law, but this is 

not what is meant here. A more literal, and somewhat shocking translation is found in the King James Bible, 

which reads, “Seek judgment.”  

  

“Seek justice” is one of those abstract ideas that I talked about on Sunday. Something that exists more in the 

realm of thought than in the real world. It’s something we can speculate on over a cup of coffee, or debate on in 

the legislature. But what is intended by the prophet isn’t abstract at all. 

  

We do so poorly at identifying and practice justice. So often we merely play with it, even more often we distort 

it to our advantage. We know how to do this already as children, and we grow out of it by becoming more 

sophisticated at it. What we need is not primarily better laws (although they can help) nor different politicians 

(although they can help too). What we need is for God to establish justice. We need Him to pass sentence. We 

need His verdict to clear our vision from the confusing and conflicting stories in the media and from individual 

to individual. We need God’s vision to separate out issue from issue, and treat each as it deserves. At the same 

time to condemn what happened to George Floyd, returning justice, and to separate the riots from the cries for 

justice.  

  

Praise God, we have so many resources at our disposal! We have the Bible, we have prayer, we have the Holy 

Spirit. And the Bible points out to us the establishment of justice in Jesus Christ, “He will not falter or be 

discouraged till he establishes justice on earth. In his teaching the islands will put their hope.” (Isaiah 42:4) 

  

How will God establish justice through Jesus Christ? In what way will he come? Indignant? Minimizing the 

pain of others? Full of answers? We look back to the preceding verses: “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my 

chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him, and he will bring justice to the nations. He will not 

shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets. A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will 

not snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth justice…” (Isaiah 42:1-4) 

  

Of course, the most vivid imagery in the passage is “a bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he 

will not snuff out.” This is the path of Jesus Christ, and it is laid out for us; both for our benefit, and for our 

example. 

  

Let us not lost sight of the bruised reeds and smoldering wicks about to go out. Let us hear the cries of those 

who are hurting, who are afraid, because in George Floyd and many others they see themselves. Let us seize 

this moment to love our black neighbors, to seek to understand their pain and their despair. Not because there 

are no other needs, not out of fear of the riots, and despite the clouding factor the riots can become. But because 

the needs and the pain are real, and for a moment at least they have been brought to the forefront of our 

attention. Is God not in that, too? 

  

1.     I continue to encourage each one of us to seek to understand what is happening by seeking out the 

stories of those who been on the receiving end of racism. I again commend to each person the message 

Albert Tate delivered to ECO’s National Gathering in 2019. You can find that message here: 

https://econationalgathering.org/pastgatherings/ng2019/  


