
Word for Friday:  

 

“Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth rise up and the 

rulers band together against the Lord and against his anointed, saying, “Let us break their chains 

and throw off their shackles.” The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them. He 

rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath…” ~Psalm 2:1-5 

  

Almost 10 years ago I toured the Sistine chapel with classmates from seminary. Our tour guide 

prepared us to enter the by telling us quite a bit about the famous frescoes decorating the interior. 

He especially directed us to notice the fresco on the wall behind the altar, The Last Judgment. I 

remember that he marveled at what he saw to be the inconsistency between “Gentle Jesus, meek 

and mild,” and the angry Christ depicted by Michelangelo in The Last Judgment. If you have a 

moment, I encourage you to find a large, high resolution image of the painting and study it for a 

few moments. Pay particular attention to Jesus in the upper middle, especially to his apparent 

body language, as if he is about to thrown down judgment from heaven. 

  

It’s easy to be at home with gentle Jesus. But the truth is that many of us also stumble at the 

seeming inconsistency of Jesus the conquering judge, the one whom the book of Revelation 

describes as having eyes like blazing fire, a sharp sword coming out of his mouth and an iron 

scepter with which to rule the nations. These are not gentle and kind pictures, but the tokens of 

the warrior king who has returned from abroad to find his country ruined, and is now ready to let 

all know the terrible cost of their betrayal. 

  

The truth is we are much more comfortable with baby Jesus in the manger than King Jesus riding 

the white horse. We believe we can safely approach the gentle and small baby, and may even 

have some illusion that at the manger we stand in protection over him. Let Revelation dispel this 

nonsense from our minds and hearts. 

  

Part of the appeal of gentle Jesus is that we can reason with him. We can control him. We can 

make him excuse our faults because he is gentle and meek. We can pretend that we have some 

say when we imagine Jesus as only meek and mild. 

  

But he is no such thing, and those who think to conspire against the control of the Alpha and 

Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End will find that “The One enthroned in 

heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them. He rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his 

wrath.” 

  

Our intimacy with God through Jesus never diminishes the majesty of the King of kings. His 

invitation to us to be His children never makes us His equal. Even a God who dies for His people 

couldn’t pretend that somehow we are equal to Him. 

  

So if we cannot heed the gentle chidings of Jesus when we attempt to be our own master, or 

worse, if we attempt to be His master, let us heed the warnings. In our hearts and minds, let us 

place next to each other the picture of the baby in the manger with the picture of the righteous 

judge in His anger. Let us do it not solely for others, but for ourselves. Let us have a godly fear 

which Proverbs calls the beginning of wisdom. And let this fear drive us to ever rely more on 

grace, to ever strengthen our faith, to ever live with care. Let us see all of Jesus that all of us may 

learn gladly to follow Him. 


