
Word for Thursday: 

 

“That night all the members of the community raised their voices and wept aloud. All the Israelites grumbled 

against Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, “If only we had died in Egypt! Why is the Lord 

bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the sword? Our wives and children will be taken as plunder. 

Wouldn’t it be better for us to go back to Egypt?” And the said to each other, “We should choose a leader and 

go back to Egypt.”” ~Number 14:1-4 

  

In his book Mere Christianity C.S. Lewis writes, “A silly idea is current that good people do not know what 

temptation means. This is an obvious lie. Only those who try to resist temptation know how strong it is. […] A 

man who gives in to temptation after five minutes simply does not know what it would have been like an hour 

later. That is why bad people, in one sense, know very little about badness. They have lived a sheltered life by 

always giving in. We never find out the strength of the evil impulse inside us until we try to fight it: and Christ, 

because He was the only man who never yielded to temptation, is also the only man who knows to the full what 

temptation means – the only complete realist.” 

  

Lewis spoke specifically of temptation, but I think we may, without violence to what he has written, add trials 

to the same idea. That is, when life becomes difficult in any one of a million different ways, we are tempted to 

give up, to give in. We are tempted to decide that life in this path is simply too hard, and then to desperately 

search not for a way forward, but a way out. 

  

This was exactly the situation the people of Israel found themselves in on their way to the promised land. They 

knew something wonderful lay before them, but it had been obscured by the difficulty of getting there. So the 

people decided they ought to take matters into their own hands, to find a way out instead of a way forward. 

Ironically the way out was quite literally the way back. Retracing their steps and settling for slavery over the 

difficulty and danger of finding freedom. 

  

Thousands of years later, we are afflicted by the same disease. Many of us are struggling today with the trials 

that are part and parcel of the pandemic. We are thinking about trying to move sideways instead of forwards. 

We are thinking about going backwards to a place we know instead of enduring at least one more day, even one 

more moment. 

  

And here is where we need to be reminded that we will be better served by choosing to follow God, choosing to 

let Him reign and have control in our lives. Because it was at the entrance to the Promised land that the children 

of Israel wanted to turn back. It was only one hurdle more before they would find rest in a land that would give 

meaning to their long, arduous journey. They couldn’t see how close they were to the end, because they didn’t 

have God’s inexhaustible wisdom and unwavering sovereignty. God needs to be in charge of those moments for 

us because He sees further and better than we ever could. 

  

And you and I are exactly the same. We experience trial and temptation and believe that it will never end. We 

believe ourselves far from the goal when we are just on the doorstep. We believe that the goal cannot possibly 

be worth the cost of the journey. 

  

So let me leave you with these thoughts when you are ready to give up: 

  

1.     Remember that you don’t know the future. Live in the in-between knowledge – the trial will end, but 

you don’t know when. Thus we must be supernaturally prepared through prayer to endure every day, but 

we can also be assured that what feels like it will last forever will actually come to an end, maybe even 

today. 

2.     Remember that the Spirit of God – the same Spirit that empowered and accompanied Jesus all the 

way to the cross and beyond – is the Spirit that also indwells you. You have a reserve of divine strength, 

and your weakness is opportunity to know the power of God (2 Corinthians 12:9). 



3.     Let the goal, the destination, be fixed more strongly in your mind than your pain. James 1:12 says, 

“Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive the 

crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him.” Remember what earthly good you will 

gain by persevering, but even more importantly, remember that God has promised to shape your 

character to be like Christ’s through trial, and that He has promised a good reward to those who endure. 

4.     Related to the above, we must learn to desire God’s reward above anything else. In the James 

passage, that reward (reward is the way “crown” should be understood) is described as life itself. Not 

simply a continuation of life, but a renewal of life. Jesus said in John 1:10, “I have come that they may 

have life, and have it to the full.” 

  


