
Word for Wednesday: 

 

“Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold 

firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our 

weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are – yet he did not sin.” 

~Hebrews 4:14-15 

We want to be in control of our future. We make plans, we do good things, we find things to rely on. But our 

control is illusory. The only one in control of our future is God Himself, and by virtue of being God, His control 

is absolute. This isn’t to say that our every choice is already made for us, but rather that our destination is 

already laid out, as we’ve discussed the last several days. 

  

And this is where we struggle. Yes, we often know in our heads that it’s okay, even good, for God to be in 

control. But the truth is it’s all too easy to doubt that He really wants what is good for us, for me. We struggle 

because we believe that no one is really quite as good at looking after me as myself. Everyone else has let us 

down at some point. Of course, how easily we forget how often we have let our own self down too! 

  

And that’s where Jesus comes in. Perhaps we’re afraid that God won’t really do the best job providing for our 

future because he doesn’t really know our desires and needs. Enter Jesus. “For we do not have a high priests 

[Jesus] who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses…” (Heb. 4:15a). The Father may not be able to see 

from our perspective, but Jesus is, and He is our advocate with the Father. 

  

Perhaps we’re afraid that God will become impatient and abandon us. “[Jesus] is able to deal gently with those 

who are ignorant and are going astray, since he himself is subject to weakness.” (Heb. 5:2) A book ought to be 

written on this verse alone! How is it that God Himself has become subject to weakness, entered into our 

existence, for our sake? What a miracle! And it’s also the proof that God will not abandon us. Through our great 

high priest He understands our wanderings and makes a way for reconciliation! 

  

Perhaps we’re afraid that God’s future is the future He desires, but not the future we desire. And yet, because 

Jesus has a foot in both heaven and on the earth he is the bridge through which God can know our hearts even 

better than we do ourselves! 

  

Perhaps we are afraid that the way of Christ leads to suffering. After all, Jesus died on a cross; he told his 

disciples that they must deny themselves, pick up their cross, and follow him. But Hebrews says this, “Son 

though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered and, once made perfect…” (5:8-9a). Like Jesus, we 

must be made complete. 

  

The ways that we wouldn’t choose on for ourselves are the ways we often must travel if we are to become all 

that God has intended for us to be; mature and complete. Even Jesus asked for another way, but trusting in God 

he became our Savior, our complete Savior in every way. What will we miss out on becoming if in our 

shortsightedness we take control of our own lives? 

  

Perhaps for this reason more than any other, God deserves to be in control of our lives. He is worthy to guide 

and direct us. He is worthy to choose our destination. And He is good to take us there. 

  

1.     What areas of your life are you hesitant, or even outright unwilling to turn control over to God? 

Write down anything that comes to mind, and then write down what fear is connected to your holding 

onto control. 

2.     Read Matthew 26:36-39. Know that even Jesus asked the Father to save him from suffering. But 

remember that Jesus still obeyed His Father’s will, “learned obedience from what he suffered,” and as a 

result “God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name.” 

Remember that God sees your suffering, and like a good Father, rewards you with good things for your 

obedience.  


