
Word for Tuesday: 

 

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith… not by works, so that no one can boast.” ~Ephesians 

2:8-9 

  

Why is God so concerned that we will use our good works to boast before him? 

  

Perhaps the most obvious reason is that our boasting will fracture our community. We aren’t all the same; Some 

of us have greater works to boast over, some have greater failures. And right to this point, this passage on grace 

and works comes right in the middle of Paul showing that God has taken two very different groups of people, 

one of them with much greater works to boast over than the other. Real, authentic community cannot survive 

boasting. 

  

Another reason that God removes any possibility of boasting from His people is because He will not share His 

glory. Isaiah 42:8 says, “I am the LORD; that is my name! I will not yield my glory to another or my praise to 

idols.” I have capitalized the word “Lord” in this verse because it translates the Hebrew word Yahweh (more 

correctly YHWH), the special name that God revealed to His covenant people. The name may translate as 

something like “I will be who I will be,” which points to the fact that unlike all the creation, God has absolute 

authority over Himself and everything that is. If this is indeed who God is, then He is, by nature, above all the 

creation. To yield his glory to another would be a lie. In the same way, if God allowed boasting among those 

who are saved, God would be giving us the false impression that we are able to contribute anything to our 

salvation (Eph. 2:8: “…and [your salvation] is not from yourselves…”).  

  

But finally, the fact that we are unable to boast in our salvation, as I just noted, means that we cannot contribute 

anything to it. Yes, we can and should live like we are saved. But living that way is merely evidence that we are 

saved, not the cause of our salvation. 

  

And that leaves us in the uncomfortable position of having to rely on God absolutely for our future life. And 

how difficult this is! In this life, if we want to buy a house we get a job and save. If we want to become a doctor 

we study and learn. If we want a happy family we must work to abide by our marriage vows and care for our 

children. But when it comes to controlling life itself… we are utterly unable to do so. We can exercise and eat 

well and still die of a heart attack. We can live virtuous lives and still be unjustly imprisoned. And most of all, 

we can try as hard as we like, but we cannot beat death.  

  

We cannot control God. We cannot make Him love us, or save us. That work is utterly in God’s hands. But 

there is good news! God is completely trustworthy with your life and mine. He is more good than the best 

person we have ever met. He loves more deeply than Westley and Buttercup (Princess Bride reference!). He 

stands the test of time better than the Sierra Nevadas in our backyard. He is different than everything else we 

know, and we really can let go of control of our lives if He is the one who will take command. 

  

1.     Take a few moments to, with God’s help, search your heart for places that you boast, or where you 

are tempted to boast before God and others. Ask yourself why you feel it necessary to point out good 

things about yourself to those around you. 

2.     We can replace boasting in ourselves with living in God’s love for us. That is, if we know that God 

truly loves us we will not need to boast, God’s love is enough! Read 1 John 3:1, 16, 4:9-10 

3.     If God truly loves you, you do not need to strive for control over your own life and future; God, who 

is all-knowing, all-good, and completely in love with you will care for you. Read Matthew 11:28-30 

 


