
Word for Friday: 

 

“Further, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord! It is no trouble for me to write the same things to you 

again, and it is a safeguard for you.” ~Philippians 3:1 

  

Some things are worth repeating. 

  

Some things are worth repeating because of the joy they give to the speaker. Some things are worth repeating 

because of the joy they give to the hearer. But I find that frequently, when the world is working as God intended 

it to, some things keep on giving equal joy to the one who speaks, and the one who hears.  

  

In a love relationship it gives joy every time to say and hear, “I love you.”  

At the end of a long, grueling task it gives joy to say and hear over and over again, “We did it!” 

When a person is hurting, it can give joy to say and receive, “Let me help.” 

  

The Apostle Paul wants to add to this list for us. He has frequently communicated something to the Philippians, 

and he never tires of saying it. And the Philippians never stop needing to hear it. It’s a thing that’s worth 

repeating. 

  

It’s less clear to us than it was to the Philippians exactly what Paul is referring to saying over and over again, 

but most likely it’s what follows in 3:2-11. And essentially Paul’s repeated message is that Jesus and what he 

has done for us is everything we need. 

  

Your confidence in life is not founded upon your greatness, but on the greatness of Jesus Christ. You can give 

up the best life possible in this world for Jesus, and you will come out ahead! You can be set free from the 

certainties of this world (namely death) to participate in the certainties of God’s world (namely life!).  

  

To the one who knows the truth of these things it never gets old to say it. It never gets old to point to Jesus. It 

never gets old to boast in him, to wear his jersey. To the one who hears and receives these things, they will 

never stop pointing that person in the right direction, never stop lifting them up to all the good that God has 

planned for them.  

  

Brothers and sisters, Jesus Christ has died in your place that you may live his life.  

  

“Then [Jesus] called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: Whoever wants to be my disciple must 

deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but 

whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it. What good is it for someone to gain the whole 

world, yet forfeit their soul?” ~Mark 8:34-36 

  

As Jim Eliot wrote in his journal before he died taking the Gospel to an unreached people, “He is no fool who 

gives up what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.” 

 

 


