
Word for Wednesday: 

 

“For it is we who are the circumcision, we who serve God by his Spirit…” ~Philippians 3:3a 

  

Sometimes it doesn’t matter how right you are… you’re still wrong. 

  

In the Gospel of Matthew as Jesus was entering Jerusalem he stopped to proclaim 7 woes over the teachers of 

the law and the Pharisees. In the fourth woe, Jesus says “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you 

hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices – mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more important 

matters of the law – justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the 

former.” (Matthew 23:23) 

  

Just as Jesus criticizes the scribes and Pharisees for neglecting the weighty things of the law for the light, so 

Paul criticizes the Judaizers here in Philippians 3:3. The Judaizers offer their obedience to God through 

circumcision, but it is purely a human obedience, enabled by human will. It is a clinging to form and tradition 

rather than a deep understanding and worship of God’s more important works in the world. In a world where 

God has become a human being in Jesus Christ, died to save sinners and risen again, the world’s rightful king, 

circumcision has lost its place in being a primary marker of belonging to God’s people. 

  

But in Anno Domini (AD, “In the year of our Lord”) circumcision had become an outdated symbol. People were 

set apart no longer in their flesh, but in their symbolic death and resurrection in baptism, and perhaps even 

moreso in that while previously they had been captive under the law, they were now set free and captive under 

grace by means of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit has become the marker of the New Covenant people (Jeremiah 

31:31-34), not the symbol of baptism. To cling to the old ways would be to miss God’s great work. 

  

And it’s the Spirit filled people who are truly the righteous ones in our world. Not because they have found a 

righteousness of their own, but because they have been made righteous in Christ through faith, sealed by the 

Holy Spirit.  

  

Some may object and say that there are many who do good in the world outside of those who follow Jesus. 

There are many even who are more proficient in doing good than God’s people. Aye, it indeed appears to be so, 

and I mourn it and strive in prayer and in the Spirit that God may prove a new reality; not, of course, that non-

Christians may be less kind to their neighbors, but that God’s people may prove kinder. For who can love God 

who does not love his brother (1 John 3:10)?  

  

But let me also, humbly, with trepidation, and yet with confidence say with Jesus, “Woe to you who have 

neglected the more important matters of the law!” Because as there is no such thing as a Christian who doesn’t 

love their brother and sister, so there is no good person who doesn’t love God. For the greatest commandment is 

to love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind (Mat. 22:37). The 

law to love your neighbor is breathed out with the same breath, and yet after the command to love God. 

  

And now, if I speak to the church, I say that we must not substitute law-keeping, good-deed-doing, sacrifice, or 

ritual for these two great loves. Let us not love God without loving neighbor, nor love neighbor without love for 

God. Jesus never separated these two, and if we would be called by his name, neither should we. 

  

“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comesw from God. Every who loves has been born of God and 

knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love… This is love: not that we loved 

God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” ~1 John 4:7-8, 10 

  



1.     In what ways have you chosen law-keeping, good deeds, sacrifice and/or ritual over love for God 

and neighbor? Confess these things, seeking forgiveness, and ask for the Spirit’s help to deeply love the 

people around you. 

2.     We live in the age of the Spirit. The first time the Spirit was poured out in the New Testament (Acts 

2) it was accompanied by the following explanatory Scripture: “And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit 

on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men 

will see visions. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days…” 

~Joel 2:28-29. If you have believed in Jesus, you have the gift of the Holy Spirit. Pray now that God will 

continually fill you with Him to love and to act. 

3.     And now – what are your greatest loves? Before you rush to answer, read Psalm 131: 

“My heart is not proud, Lord, my eyes are not haughty; I do not concern myself with great matters of 

things too wonderful for me. But I have calmed and quieted myself, I am like a weaned child with its 

mother; like a weaned child I am content. Israel, put your hope in the Lord both now and forevermore.” 

Take a moment to quiet yourself, then pray and ask God to reveal what your greatest loves are to you. 

Pray over what you learn, asking God to continue to mold and shape your affections, setting them right 

where they have gone astray, and praising the work of His Spirit where they are in order. 

 


