
Word for Tuesday: 

 

“Watch out for those dogs, those evildoers, those mutilators of the flesh. For it is we who are the circumcision, 

we who serve God by his Spirit, who boast in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh…” 

~Philippians 3:2-3 

  

“Doctrine” and “theology” aren’t popular topics of conversation for many today. And this isn’t just true outside 

of the church, it’s true inside as well. From both inside and outside of the church doctrine and theology seem to 

many like a straying from the main point. The main point, after all, is what we do, is who we are becoming, and 

it doesn’t seem like we need doctrine for that. 

  

But notice the assumption, the incredibly arrogant and short-sighted assumption that makes such an attitude 

possible. Life is only about what we do and who we are becoming if we are permitted to do and become 

whatever we want. An apt illustration of this point comes from a movie called Serenity about the crew of a 

space ship in the future. One of the crew is actually a pastor. The captain hates talking about religion, and at one 

point in the movie as the pastor is trying to deliver an important message the captain objects that he doesn’t 

want to talk about God. Ultimately, the pastor replies, “I don’t care what you believe in, just believe in it.” 

  

Folks, the sincerity and depth of our belief is no good in and of itself. It must be married to a good truth, 

ultimately to the Good Truth in order to itself be good. After all, Hitler believed in stuff, but can’t be 

commended just for believing. 

  

In the passage above, notice that Paul grounds his appeal to the Philippians about how they should live is 

grounded in doctrine, is itself doctrine. And that’s the point I’m trying to make. Our behavior is less important 

than what we believe, because what we believe actually drives our behavior. That is, while the stuff we do is 

enormously significant, we are not primarily doing creatures, we are primarily believing creatures. This is why 

Jesus is constantly telling people to believe in him! Theology and doctrine give us the contours of the One in 

whom we believe. 

  

Now this is not to say that the goal of Christianity is that we are become theologians and philosophers. Each of 

us have our gifts, and we ought to gladly use them without despising them by wishing they were something 

else. But by the same token, though some Christians may be specially gifted to serve, all are called to serve. 

Though some Christians may be specially gifted for study and knowledge, all are called to at least some study 

and knowledge. Why otherwise would Jesus describe the greatest commandment in Matthew 22:37 as “Love 

the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your MIND.” Why else would God 

give us a Bible, and make it accessible to us all? Do not despise it, it is God’s good gift to you, meant to be 

opened, studied, and loved by you, with the help of the church, for no one (whether layperson or pastor or 

scholar) can unlock all its mysteries on their own. 

  

So in your study of the Bible, do not study only for what you ought to do or not do, study for who God is and 

what this world is and what it means to be human. In doing so you will find that you have not only gained 

knowledge, but you have gained wisdom to know better how to live. 

  

1.     Theology is much more approachable than you may think. The Apostles’ Creed is theology, and is 

pretty accessible. Our music is theological, what does it say? The things we do in church are theological, 

what do they mean? Take some time to think over your favorite hymn/song, to read the Apostles’ Creed, 

to consider what we do in church. What do they teach you about God, about yourself, about our world? 



2.     A fairly obscure meme says, “People say, “I’m spiritual.” I respond, “Demons are spirits too. Be 

more specific.”” It matters what we believe in. How does knowing theology/doctrine protect us and 

guide us? 

3.     Theology and doctrine are always grounded in the Bible. That is, as Christians we don’t simply 

believe because it makes sense to us, or it’s the way we think things should be, or we feel that it is true. 

Take a few minutes to think over some of the most important things you believe about God and about 

yourself. Are those beliefs grounded in Scripture? If not, search the Scriptures to see if what you believe 

about God and yourself are true. (There are tools to help you do this, such as a concordance, your church 

and pastor, and others. Don’t be afraid to consult them!) 

 


