
As a devotion for today I want to share with you a prayer of Isaac Ambrose from the book Piercing Heaven: 

Prayers of the Puritans that I read as part of my devotions for the day. I’ll lay out the prayer for you, and then a 

personal reflection on it. First, the prayer. 

  

Lord, I have not done my duty in my own family, among Christians, in the churches of Christ. I have not done 

what I promised. I have not served my generation or helped to build the building of Zion. 

  

And now, Lord, what can I say? 

  

Is my name written on the heart of Christ? If I had the whole world’s glory, if I had ten thousand worlds, and 

then thousand lives, I would lay them all down, to have my poor trembling soul assured of this. 

  

My thirst cannot be quenched, and my desire for Jesus is as greedy as the grave, with coals of fire and the 

hottest flame. 

  

Lord, you have said you will wed me forever, so this is what I desire. Fulfill what you have spoken! It would 

break my heart if ever the covenant should be broken between me and you. I desire you, Lord; and the more I 

enjoy you, the more I desire you with an infinite, eternal, and everlasting desire. Amen. 

  

Now my reflection. When I look at my own life, I often see my failures first. Like Ambrose, I remember that I 

have not lived up to my duties, even if I have kept some of them. And it leaves me speechless before God. “And 

now, Lord, what can I say?” 

  

All Ambrose finds to say is that he desires Christ. Although he doesn’t say so in the prayer, he desires Christ 

because Jesus makes right what has gone wrong in our lives. He fills in our failures that we may not be 

condemned, and he lifts us up in triumph that we may be lifted up to God. And I love the language he uses, “My 

thirst cannot be quenched, and my desire for Jesus is as greedy as the grave, with coals of fire and hottest 

flame.” If you have faith in Jesus, that desire is kindled in you. Fan it to flame that you may reach Jesus sooner! 

  

We are utterly dependent on God’s promises to us. We are utterly dependent on God to act as He demonstrates 

in the book of Revelation. We are utterly dependent on the Triune God to come down to earth and lift earth up 

to heaven. There is no other way. 

  

And that’s how the prayer ends. “God, fulfill what you have spoken!” Do all that you have said, God! Unless 

you go with us, we will die forlorn of hope and future. How might you fan the flame of your desire for Jesus 

today? 


