
After all that Hezekiah had so faithfully done, Sennacherib king of Assyria came and invaded Judah. He laid 

siege to the fortified cities, thinking to conquer them for himself. 
2 

When Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib had 

come and that he intended to wage war against Jerusalem, 
3 

he consulted with his officials and military staff 

about blocking off the water from the springs outside the city, and they helped him. 
4 

They gathered a large 

group of people who blocked all the springs and the stream that flowed through the land. “Why should the 

kings of Assyria come and find plenty of water?” they said. 
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Then he worked hard repairing all the broken 

sections of the wall and building towers on it. He built another wall outside that one and reinforced the 

terraces  of the City of David. He also made large numbers of weapons and shields.  
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He appointed military officers over the people and assembled them before him in the square at the city 

gate and encouraged them with these words: 
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“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or discouraged 

because of the king of Assyria and the vast army with him, for there is a greater power with us than with him. 
8 

With him is only the arm of flesh, but with us is the Lord our God to help us and to fight our battles.” And the 

people gained confidence from what Hezekiah the king of Judah said. 

~2 Chronicles 32:1-8 

  

I absolutely love the story of Hezekiah in Second Chronicles. In chapters 29-31, the first arc of the Hezekiah 

story, Hezekiah led a national religious revival, restoring and cleansing the worship of God in Judah. Now, in 

what I take to be the second arc Hezekiah moves from dealing with religious disaster to dealing with political 

disaster; the king of Assyria, the most powerful empire in the region, has come to conquer Judah as it had 

conquered Israel and so many others.  

  

Hezekiah does all that he can do. He makes every preparation. He stops up the springs, repaired the 

fortifications and built new ones. He armed his soldiers as best as he could. Hezekiah did what was in his 

power, not because he didn’t trust in God, but because it was the right things to do. 

  

You and I, when we are faced with overwhelming circumstances, should do the same. And it’s no less God at 

work for the fact that it’s our muscles that are doing the working. Who created those muscles? Who gave us the 

capacity to do something about these situations in our lives? God did! Worship Him by using the gifts He has 

given you! 

  

But in Hezekiah’s circumstances he knew that the strength of Judah’s arms wasn’t nearly enough to overcome 

Sennacherib’s massive, overwhelming army. Yet still he wasn’t deterred, and he turned to encourage his 

commanders in this way, “Be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged because of the king of 

Assyria and the vast army with him, for there is a greater power with us than with him! With him is only the 

arm of flesh, but with us is the Lord our God to help us and to fight our battles!” 

  

The calculus that we do when faced with trials is not limited to worldly resources; God and His resources must 

be counted as well! 

  

King Hezekiah and the prophet Isaiah cried out to God in prayer (32:20) and shortly after, a disturbance 

occurred in Sennacherib’s camp that caused him to leave the battlefield disgraced. He returned home and was 

assassinated by his own sons, and Hezekiah and the people were saved! And God caused it to be known among 

the nations that Hezekiah was a great king (32:23). 

  

Brothers and sisters, you are not alone in your trials. The resources you see are not the only resources you have. 

And when the end of the trial comes, remember that God and His resources were at work, even in seemingly 

mundane events. Be strong and courageous! 

 


