
Here is your Word for Tuesday: 

“For I have no one like [Timothy], who will be genuinely concerned for your welfare. For they all seek their 

own interests, not those of Jesus Christ.” ~Philippians 2:20-21 

On the surface it’s a strange argument Paul builds here. In essence, he says to the Philippians that he is sending 

them Timothy, who is uniquely concerned for their welfare because he, unlike certain others, seeks the interests 

of Jesus Christ. 

To put it another way, Paul is saying, “You have needs. I want them to be met. So I’m sending you Timothy 

who desires with all his heart to meet the needs of Christ.” At this point some might object and say, “That’s 

great Paul. Timothy wants to worship Jesus. But I thought you said you were sending someone to encourage 

us!”  

But the truth is that Paul is convinced that the worship of Jesus Christ is the highest end any person can strive 

toward. And for Paul it isn’t just hypothetical, some dusty doctrine sitting on the shelf. Paul has lived this belief 

and found it to be true. For example, after discussing his imprisonment and the opportunity it has become for 

some to try to advance beyond Paul in prestige, Paul writes (1:18), “What then? Only that in every way, 

whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in that I rejoice!” Paul was convinced that the best 

thing the Philippians could receive was a man who pointed them to glorifying Jesus. He was convinced both by 

doctrine and by experience. 

But there’s more going on as well. Paul is also convinced that the interests of Jesus are the interests of the 

Philippians. For example, in 1:24-25 he writes, “But to remain in the flesh (not be executed) is more necessary 

on your account. Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and 

joy in the faith…” Paul was in a life and death struggle with Caesar over the Gospel of Jesus Christ, but he was 

convinced that God was concerned with the Philippians in the midst of Paul’s own struggle. To Paul’s mind, 

God counted the well-being of the Philippians as more important than Caesar. Not bad! 

God has wrapped up the glory of His only Son with your good. When we seek the interests of Christ, we will be 

blessed and will be a blessing. Not as the world often counts blessing (wealth, prestige, leisure, etc.) but as God 

counts blessing (holiness, joy, etc.). And this is true because God has wrapped up our good with the good of His 

Son. 

1)     Take a moment to pray over this in your heart. Ask if it’s true that God ties up His glory with your good. 

Marvel at it, because it is marvelous! Struggle with it, because it is so awesome in scope that it threatens to deny 

belief.  

2)     Take a moment to apply this to other in your life – God has tied up His glory with the good of your 

neighbor. How would that change the way you treat the people you love? The people you struggle to love? The 

people that you do not yet love at all? Ask for God’s help to see people in this new light. 

 


