
Here is your Word for Monday: 

 

“Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of thinking, for whoever has suffered in 

the flesh has ceased from sin, so as to live for the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for human passions but for the will 

of God.” ~1 Peter 4:1-2 

  

“But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in him. They will be like a tree planted by the water 

that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a 

year of drought and never fails to bear fruit.” ~Jeremiah 17:7-8 

  

Christians are meant to be weird. We absolutely, irrevocably, necessarily, must be different. There is no such thing as a 

Christian who blends in with the background. Think about Jesus – we’re called by his name after all – and everyone he 

went and everything he did people were constantly perplexed and offended by him, they constantly marveled at him, they 

absolutely had to get to know him and they ran him out of town. No one was half-hearted about Jesus. And Jesus said, 

“Follow me.” That’s the way of discipleship – following Jesus. And it isn’t just about doing the same sort of things that he 

was and is doing, it’s about a whole-hearted, entirely absorbing pursuit to be with him.  

  

Every person in this world is running after something. We aren’t ends in ourselves, we will never be satisfied to just cross 

our legs and meditate. God gave us legs with which to walk, to run. He gave us hearts that long both to pursue and to be 

pursued. And that’s the weird thing about Christians – the rest of the world moves in every direction but one, chasing their 

own passions, but avoiding God’s passions; Christians move in only one direction. After Jesus! 

  

It costs something to move in that one direction. We see people around us who are accumulating all these things in this 

world that satisfy for a time; accumulating material stuff, accumulating the adoration of others, accumulating pleasures. 

It’s the pursuit of worldly happiness. That’s what Peter is referring to when he says “whoever has suffered in the flesh has 

ceased from sin, so as to live for the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for human passions but for the will of God.” 

Everyone else moves in the direction of the best happiness this broken world can offer, but Christians, by God’s grace, 

recognize that those things cannot be pursued as ends in themselves. Everything in this world is for God, from the rocks 

on the ground to my very heart. God has the audacity to make it all about Him, to make every good thing a signpost for 

Himself. And at first we protest, partially because we are frightened that we will find God to be disappointing compared 

to an immediately gratifying pleasure, partly because we secretly want the world to turn around our own selves. And we 

try to ignore how right Jeremiah was when he said (17:6) “That person will be like a bush in the wastelands; they will not 

see prosperity when it comes. They will dwell in the parched places of the desert, in a salt land where no one lives.” 

(Lewis’ description of Napoleon in hell in The Great Divorce applies, and is greatly worth reading.) 

  

But there’s more in God than there is in the world. Pleasures grow stale, resources run out, unintended consequences add 

up… but pursuing God never leaves us abandoned. So we suffer for the moment, giving up those immediate pleasures 

(often later finding them returned and magnified when given a godly significance) for the greater, deeper pleasure of 

knowing God. And again Jeremiah has our number, “But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in 

Him. They will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; 

its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit.” 

  

1)     God gives us the gift of pleasure in this life and in this world. But pleasures go wrong when pursued for their 

own sake rather than as an expression of God’s glory. We can often tell what pleasures are a snare to us by 

looking to see if they are beginning to either dominate our behavior and thinking, or when they diminish. Take a 

moment to explore prayerfully explore your own life to ask if a pleasure has become your god. 

2)     On the other hand, where do you delight in God? Thank God for the delight you have in Him, and ask that He 

would grow your delight in Him.  

 


