
Here is your Word for Tuesday: 

 

“Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed… continue to work out your salvation with fear and 

trembling…” ~Philippians 2:12 

  

This is, of course, one of the most recognizable verses in the whole Bible for Christians. As I mentioned in the 

sermon on Sunday, we can rephrase this passage as saying, “Live out your salvation.” In other words, allow 

your salvation to change your life. But really its even more than that. It’s not merely passive, not merely a 

waiting for salvation to trickle down into all the different parts of our lives. It’s an active process, it’s 

cooperating with the work of salvation in our life. It’s choosing to bring our salvation into all of our life. 

  

How often should we do this? In Greek the verb translated here as “continue to work out” is in the present tense, 

and most likely should be translated as a Gnomic present. According to Daniel Wallace that means that “The 

action or state continues without time limits. The verb is used ‘in proverbial statements or general maxims about 

what occurs at all times.’” (Daniel B. Wallace, Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics) 

  

Okay, that’s enough of the technical stuff, here’s what it means: as long as we are followers of Jesus here on 

earth, we will need to continue working out our salvation, continue applying our salvation on purpose to every 

part of our lives. Perhaps that sounds overwhelming; a future task that stretches on and on. But I actually find it 

encouraging.  

  

First, it means that I haven’t washed out of my faith when I fail. Sin is always damaging, sin is always 

dangerous, sin is always serious… but it is never the last word. God’s love is stronger than our failure (Moses 

fled to the wilderness), God’s grace is stronger than our sin (Paul persecuted the church), God’s goodness is 

stronger than any evil (the Resurrection). So this passage reminds us that we can keep working our salvation 

deeper and deeper into our lives, especially at our points of failure.  

  

Second, it means that the Gospel is always bigger, always more, always filled with more joy than what we’ve 

known before or know now! When life gets big and scary, moreso than we’ve known before, our salvation gets 

bigger too. There is more to discover and deeper to delve. As Lamentations 3:22-23 puts it, “Because of the 

Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is 

your faithfulness!” Because applying our salvation to all of our lives is a life-long process there is always 

another wonderful thing to discover! 

  

And that’s what I want to leave you with today. Yes, we have the responsibility to obey and live out our 

salvation in all of our lives. But we also have encouragement when we fail – grace covers our sin, and now we 

know where that salvation still needs to be worked out. And we have the guarantee that our salvation will 

always be big enough to tackle life, no matter how scary it gets. 

  

1)     Is there a place in your life where you feel you’ve washed out? A failure that you continually carry 

around with you? What would it look like to apply your salvation in Jesus Christ to that place? Would 

Jesus tell you that because of forgiveness you can let it go? Will he give you new power in the Holy 

Spirit to overcome? Take a few moments to pray over that washout and ask those questions of God. 

2)     Is there a place in your life where you feel tested beyond your ability? Is it discouragement, or 

temptation, or depression, or something else? There is more to the Gospel than you have yet met. It is 

big enough. Take a moment to talk to God about that challenge. Ask Him to encourage you in the Spirit, 

to guide you to a Scripture, to minister to you through another believer. 

3)     Pray for your church, because they have these same struggles! 

 


