
Here is your Word for Thursday: 

 

“…for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.” ~Philippians 2:13 

  

I’m pretty sure that I broke my high school chemistry teacher. In high school I was generally smart enough to 

skate through school without ever actually working hard or doing any homework (I may have had the 

intelligence, but boy was I ever missing wisdom!). But chemistry was a subject that I actually needed to work at 

and I wasn’t willing to do so. I goofed off in class, I didn’t do my work, and I frustrated my teacher to no end. 

She must have wondered why she should put in the effort if I was unwilling to. In the same way, when Paul 

instructs the Philippians to “work out their salvation,” he gives a reason why; “…it is God who works in you.” 

  

Now the work that God is doing isn’t such that we have no part. Gordon Fee describes it this way, “This verb, 

as elsewhere, does not so much mean that God is “doing it for them,” but that God supplies the necessary 

empowering.” So applying salvation to all of our lives is not a matter of sitting back and letting God do His 

thing, but rather a constant reliance on God’s empowering and equipping, which we then make use of in our 

lives. 

  

And do we want to do to God what I did to my chemistry teacher? Do we want to take the source of renewal in 

our lives and treat it with contempt? Do we want to ignore the effort that God expends on us?  

  

Jesus told a story about master who went away on a journey and entrusted his wealth to his servants, according 

to their abilities. To the servants who kept his trust he gave gifts. To the servant who squandered his master’s 

trust he gave judgment. (Mat. 25:14ff) And rightly so! The book of Hebrews says “how shall we escape if we 

ignore so great a salvation?” (Heb. 2:3) Paul writes to the Corinthians, “But I discipline my body and keep it 

under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified.” (1 Cor. 9:27) 

  

God is making an investment in your life to make you like Christ. He expects that with the resources He has 

provided that you and I will become more like Jesus. How, then, can we say that we are saved and God’s 

children if we do not show a return on God’s investment in us? 

  

1)     What are some of the investments that God has made in your life so that you can become more like 

Jesus? What might it look like to give God a return on those investments? 

2)     Where do you need to confess slowness or unwillingness to become like Jesus? Keep in mind that 

confession involves repentance, which means a heart change that substitutes God’s desires for your own. 

Make that confession and resolve that, with God’s help, you will change. 

3)     Remember that God’s purpose in salvation is to transform you to be like Jesus (Romans 8:29), not to 

deliver you as you are to heaven someday. 

 


