
Here is your Word for Friday: 

 

“Do everything without grumbling or arguing…” ~Philippians 2:14 

 

The Pixar movie "The Incredibles" is about a family where each member has superpowers – mom and dad, and the three young 

kids. Mr. Incredible (dad) begins to long for the good old days when his life was about using his super strength to fight crime. 

Life as a husband and parent, prevented from using his superpowers, seems unsatisfying in comparison. That is, until he 

believes he has lost his family. When he finds them again he says, “You are my greatest adventure, and I almost missed it!” 

 

That same story is told over and over again throughout our movies, books, and TV shows. Our greatest treasures are so often 

hidden in plain sight, and we begin to treat them with contempt. Such was the case with the people of Israel in the wilderness. 

They had just been set free from cruel slavery in Egypt, where their children had been killed lest they grow too numerous and 

their slave drivers had grown progressively more cruel and unreasonable. They cried out for rescue, and God delivered them 

with a mighty hand, with 10 plagues, the parting of the Red Sea, and the provision of food literally from thin air. 

 

And yet every time they were confronted with an obstacle, the people of Israel began to grumble, as in Exodus 17. Here, as they 

set up camp for the night, they found that there was no water, and they in the middle of the desert! “But the people were thirsty 

for water there, and they grumbled against Moses. They said, ““Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our 

children and livestock die of thirst?” Then Moses cried out to the Lord, “What am I to do with these people? They are almost 

ready to stone me!”” (Exodus 17:3-4) 

 

God warns the church in Philippi that they are in danger of becoming like the people of Israel through their petty grumbling. 

Rifts are developing in the community that threaten to make them blind to the blessing that they are to each other, blind to the 

gift of Christian community because they are caught up in petty arguments over things that are so much less important than the 

fellowship they have together in Jesus Christ. 

 

You know those arguments. They aren’t honest conversations over the best way to do things, or to be together, but are about pet 

peeves and pet projects and personal importance. Exactly the things Paul has warned against just a few verses before: “Do 

nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves.” 

 

And I suspect that’s the key to identify when we are grumbling and engaged in petty argument; is my anger over me and what I 

deserve, or over what’s good for the community? Is my frustration about me not be treated fairly, or is it about the community 

failing to strive for the righteousness of Christ through faith? Is this really about loving me, or loving you? 

 

In our household we’ve gotten to the age where kids complain about what’s for dinner. We try to encourage our kids to 

remember that someone has spent time and money to give them something good to eat, and that should be their focus instead of 

whether or not the food is their favorite (because if we have to eat macaroni and cheese every night mom and dad will die). So 

next time you find yourself complaining or arguing, stop and ask yourself where that grumble is coming from. Is it about you, 

or is it out of love for those around you? And then give yourself the medicine of gratitude: what cause do you have to be 

thankful because of the people you are grumbling against? 

 


