
Here is your Word for Saturday: 

 

In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus; Who, being in very nature God, 

did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage…” ~Philippians 2:5-6 

  

When the Philippians came under pressure, the Apostle Paul wanted to make sure that hardship didn’t drive the 

Philippians away from becoming all that God intended for them. Unity was to be their strength; a way of living 

with each other that put others first, and self second, predicated on their faith in Jesus Christ. 

  

There is a sort of hidden warning in the passage above, however. Unity that comes from humility can easily be 

destroyed by one thing in particular – privilege. And not just any sort of privilege, not just privilege that has 

nothing to do with worthiness, such as inheriting a fortune or being born in a certain place or at a certain time or 

with a certain skin color; privilege in general can destroy Christian unity. This includes privilege that we have 

earned, even privilege that we deserve as a universal human right. Before I continue to develop the implications 

of this, let me show why I believe that this is true. 

  

The passage above tells us, first of all, that Jesus Christ was, “in very nature God,” and also “equal with God.” 

And what does God say about His privilege? “See, I have refined you, though not as silver; I have tested you in 

the furnace of affliction. For my own sake, for my own sake, I do this. How can I let myself be defamed? I will 

not yield my glory to another.” (Isa. 48:10-11) God is the highest of all beings. He deserves every last shred of 

glory. And he will not yield it to another.  

  

And yet, something wonderful happens in Jesus. It’s Jesus’ privilege as God to receive not just some glory, but 

all the glory. And yet, Jesus gives it up. He relinquishes his privilege. As the only son of the King he gives up 

the palace for the manger. He knows his rights, but he doesn’t cling to them. As a matter of fact, he gives us his 

every last privilege and right, from his divine claims to even his human claims, dying on the cross. 

  

The Apostle Paul tells us that Jesus is the model for true Christian community, and by extension passages like 1 

Peter 3 (from yesterday’s devotion) remind us that we are to extend this grace to everyone, even to our 

persecutors. But it isn’t for the purpose of being walked on; it’s first for the purpose of unifying the church so it 

will thrive, and second for the sake of others so that they might have an opportunity to meet Jesus. 

  

Now I think it’s fair to say that the attitude Paul is exhorting us to is to want the best for the people around us – 

especially for our fellow believers, and also for those who don’t believe yet. The point isn’t self-sacrifice for the 

sake of self-sacrifice. Self-sacrifice that isn’t directed toward love for God and neighbor is masochism, not 

righteousness. The Gospel of John is full of examples of Jesus avoiding crowds that would either crown him 

king, or drag him to the cross. He waited until just the right time to make his sacrifice, and surprised everyone 

by pulling cross and king together. 

  

So it is with you and I. “Have the same mindset as Christ Jesus,” Paul says. If we are to truly follow Jesus, we 

will become less and less concerned with our own privilege, and more and more concerned with the privilege of 

others. If it sounds like a lot to give up, remember that Christ gave it up for you. But don’t stop there. Don’t 

forget what follows Christ’s sacrifice:  

  

“Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the 

name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 

acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  

  



Jesus’ own promise to his disciples was this, “And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father 

or mother or wife or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal 

life.” (Mat. 19:29)  

  

1)     Which of your rights or privileges is being threatened today? Given what we’ve just talked about, 

what would it look like for God to be honored by your response? 

2)     Where are you struggling with wisdom to know whether or not God may be calling you to give up a 

right or privilege out of love for God and neighbor? Take a few moments to pray and ask God for 

wisdom and strength. Be encouraged by James 1:5 – “If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, 

who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you.” (If you keep reading and 

are worried about double-mindedness, this primarily refers to asking God for the answer but being 

unwilling to obey His wisdom when it is given.) 

3)     Take a few moments to pray for your church and all the people in it. 


