
Here is your Word for Friday: 

 

Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and humble. Do not 

repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this you were 

called so that you may inherit a blessing… Who is going to harm you if you do good? But even if you should 

suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.” But in your hearts 

revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for 

the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect…” ~1 Peter 3:8-9, 13-15 

  

Does this passage sound at all familiar? The opening verse might have been copied directly from Philippians 

2:2! 1 Peter is likely written by Peter from Rome to churches in Asia Minor, modern day Turkey. We also know 

from the letter itself that the churches in Asia Minor were undergoing some sort of significant persecution, 

much like the church in Philippi. Is it coincidence that very similar advice was given to different churches in 

similar situations? Of course not!  

  

But what really captures my attention is that while the passage we’ve been exploring in Philippians is inwardly 

focused – that is, focused on relationships within the church, this passage in 1 Peter is primarily outwardly 

focused. “Be one,” Peter says, “but do it not only to thrive as a church while under pressure, do it for the benefit 

of your persecutors.” 

  

“Repay evil with blessing…” “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.” In short, Peter tells the church to 

keep their witness before God intact, but don’t lose hope for those who persecute you. What an amazing 

thought! Only by the power of Jesus Christ can we possibly have hope for those who cause our suffering! 

  

Freedom of religion is a wonderful thing. It is incredibly rare in the history of the world, and we should both 

celebrate and protect this right in the US. However, as followers of Jesus Christ our first amendment rights are 

not our primary concern. Our primary concern is to live and proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ to a world that 

desperately needs it. That’s why the New Testament isn’t full of shock and outrage when persecution comes. 

That’s why none of the Apostles require churches to sign petitions or call their local representatives when their 

religious rights are violated. Instead, and invariably, the New Testament always says to be faithful to Jesus, and 

to let everyone see your faithfulness.  

  

I know that some of you are disturbed by reports of discrimination against churches taking place during the 

pandemic response. There are real stories of overzealous government unfairly acting against churches. But there 

are also a lot of fake stories. Did you hear the one about certain states or cities forbidding churches meeting 

while allowing mosques to remain open? Clearly fake news, and a simple google search will clear it up in mere 

moments. Don’t make out persecution to be worse than it actually is.  

  

But even if it were true, what is the appropriately Christ-like response? “On the contrary, repay evil with 

blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing.” What is the appropriately Christ-

like attitude? “But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear their threats; do not 

be frightened. But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord.” Perhaps you’re wondering how you’re supposed to stop 

being frightened. First, I sympathize, fear isn’t a switch to be turned on or off at our discretion. The solution is 

right there, at the end of that verse, “But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord.” Fear shows that we believe 

human beings to be in power – but they aren’t! Jesus Christ is Lord! Finally, remember this from Ephesians 

6:12, “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood (not against government or angry people or anything 

human), but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the 

spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” 



  

If you remember my sermon on this from a year ago when we were finishing the book of Ephesians, you’ll 

know that the rulers, authorities, and powers are all spiritual enemies, not human ones. So why waste your time 

shaking your head over human beings? Why be frightened of them? They are not the enemy, although they may 

be enslaved in his grip. Have compassion on our persecutors. Show them love. Long for their freedom as you 

long for your own. Who knows? God may rescue his church from persecution by rescuing the persecutors. After 

all, the most prolific New Testament author got his start persecuting the church. 

  

1)     What are you afraid of in these days? Write down a list of your fears, and especially of any people you are 

afraid of. Then pray over each item on your list, “Lord, when I think of _____, help me to revere Jesus Christ as 

Lord in my thinking, and in my choices, and in my feelings.” If there are people on your list, add to your prayer, 

“And Father, set ______ free from the kingdom of darkness and release ______ into your marvelous light! 


