
Here is your Word for Wednesday: 

 

True humility is the recognition that I myself am not the only person worthy of love and respect. True humility 

is the willingness to give up my rights and privileges for the sake of others. True humility comes from a 

perspective that remembers God is God, and we are His creatures. 

  

John Calvin was a 16
th

 century Reformer, and in many ways the source from which much of our Presbyterian 

theology and polity flows from. His life’s work was called Institutes of the Christian Religion in which he lays 

down a thorough Christian theology. The very beginning of the Institutes says, “Our wisdom, in so far as it 

ought to be deemed true and solid Wisdom, consists almost entirely of two parts: the knowledge of God and of 

ourselves.” Calvin argues that we cannot truly know ourselves unless we begin to know God, and we cannot 

truly be spurred on to knowledge of God unless we begin to know ourselves.  

  

And this is what we have been talking about with regard to humility. Not only wisdom comes from this double 

knowledge of God and self, but virtue flows from it as well. Truly good character is built in part by this double 

knowledge. It’s only in light of God’s overwhelming holiness that we begin to see the seriousness of sin; for 

this reason the world apart from Jesus minimizes the “lesser” sins and protests that sin is worthy of death. But 

it’s also only in light of our own brokenness that we might begin to seek God, for who will seek a Savior when 

there is no understood need for salvation? 

  

In our search to understand, become, and practice humility, we must seek to know God. But it’s a certain 

knowledge of God that will be most helpful here, and it may be the more challenging task to search for this 

God-knowledge that breeds humility in us. It’s seeking God in the very ways that He is different that will teach 

us the truest, deepest humility.  

  

If we give it some thought, it should be apparent that this is both the best, yet most difficult knowledge of God 

for humility. First, it is the most difficult knowledge of God not simply because it will challenge our capacity to 

reason and know beyond their true boundaries, but also because it is the strangeness of the knowledge that may 

seem offensive at first. The easiest knowledge of God to have and to learn is the knowledge that reinforces the 

things we already believe, or the things we want to come to believe. It would be easiest to know God if His 

whole existence revolved around us and making us happy. It would be easiest to know God if He had secret 

flaws here and there, if His love for us was actually something of a tragic flaw, an indulgence like ice cream 

instead of a blinding glory that, try as we might, we cannot fully penetrate. It would be easiest to know God if 

He did relationships on our terms – if He would love only so long as He was loved, or if His love demanded no 

change out of its object. And most of all, it would be easiest to know God if that knowledge could simply be 

filed away to be pulled out for trivia night instead of a growing and unceasing, luring song that begins to 

fundamentally rebuild us from the bottom up. True knowledge of God in the ways He is different from us will 

alternately offend and delight us, or perhaps do both at the same time. And that’s why, secondly, this knowledge 

of God at His most different is the best medicine for proper humility: we will find ourselves growing smaller 

and smaller as our vision of Him resolves more and more. Knowing that there is something, someone wholly 

other expands the canvas on which we imagine our lives. We grow no larger, but the world of possibilities does, 

because more is possible with our God than with us. 

  

This is all abstract, I know, so if you’ve held on this long let me offer something concrete. There are certain 

things about God which can easily be expressed as entirely opposite to you and I. We are created beings. At the 

very least we have a beginning. But God is not the same. God is without beginning. He has no source. He has 

always been. And there is nothing in our world like that – science itself tells us that every action, every effect 

has a cause. The whole endeavor of the natural sciences is to trace cause after cause after cause. In simple 

terms, the scientist simply says “B happened because of A” and every object in our universe can be described in 

this way. But God is not from our universe, and while He is present within it He is not contained by it. That’s 

partly why God said to Moses that His name is “I AM,” or maybe even better, “I WILL BE WHO I WILL BE.” 

While human beings argue if we are the way we are because of nature (genetics) or nurture (our environment, 



e.g., our parents, socio-economic class, etc.) the debate is null and void when it comes to God. He is defined by, 

constrained by only Himself. He is spectacularly different, and that difference is glory and power and splendor. 

Where all the rest of us struggle with our genes and our upbringing and social pressures and laws of physics… 

God is constrained by none of these things. We are human, He is God. And that knowledge unites us to the 

people next to us and across the world; We are human. We are, at our core, created beings with beginnings, 

struggling with the various forces of life that act upon us, pushing us left and right and forward and backward 

and up and down, and that at times threaten to tear us in 2 or 3 or more. But God’s existence is not like this. 

Nothing acts upon Him unless He wills it. He really is wholly other, He really is holy, set apart, sacred. He is 

totally and entirely unique. 

  

Certain moments in life bind us to perfect strangers, cause us to say to the person sitting or standing next to us, 

“Did you see that?” God is like that. He is wholly other. Fantastically separate and different, but not distant. He 

is available to be seen, to be marveled at. He had left us His very Words that we might know Him. He invites us 

to watch, to observe, to know, and most of all, to love. And of His own uniquely free will, He chooses to love 

us. And that’s a thing that, if we see it, causes us to lean over to the person next to us, stranger or best friend, 

and say, “Did you see that?” That’s part of a godly humility, a marveling at who and what God is. And it unites 

us. 

1)     What have you learned about God that is totally different from anything else you have ever known? 

2)     Was there anyone who shared that discovery with you? If so, how did that shared discovery affect 

your relationship with that person? 

3)     In what ways are you seeking to know these totally different things about God with your church? 

4)     Because we could not come to God, God the Son came to us; Jesus Christ our Lord. But while his 

human nature will forever be a part of the Son of God, the Son of God is not contained by his humanity. 

Read Revelation 1:10-20. Write down all the ways in which Jesus is described; his appearance, his titles, 

everything. Look for what is spectacularly different about Jesus as compared to you and I. Write down 

how these truths about Jesus make you feel, what they make you think, and how they change or 

challenge the ways you think about yourself. 

 


