
Here is your word for Tuesday: 

It was a long video podcast on Sunday – I hope that you could stay engaged! It was so 
long because the passage, Philippians 1:27-30, was meaty. When I was training in 
seminary in preaching my professor was once asked a question by a student, “How long is 
the ideal sermon?” My professor responded, “As long as the passage requires it to be, 
and no longer.” I don’t know if I managed to go “no longer,” but I do know the passage 
required more time than normal. 

The main point that our passage keeps bringing us back to was, “Live as worthy citizens 
of the Gospel of Christ.” We need to know that the definition of who we are is that we are 
citizens of heaven. So what I want to ask of each one of us today is; what citizenship are 
we actually living? Let me give you some examples that I hope will spur your own thinking. 

For some of us we are citizens of our family. We think of ourselves primarily as mom or 
dad, husband and wife, son or daughter, brother or sister. We primarily draw meaning out 
of those relationships and the role we play. If that relationship or role were to change or 
even be lost, we too would be lost, not knowing what to do or make of ourselves. 

For some of us we are citizens of our work. We think of ourselves primarily in terms of our 
job, or what we have accomplished (or failed to accomplish). Success in what we do 
becomes irretrievably tied up with self-satisfaction. If we were to lose our job, or our ability 
to work, life would become empty. Retirement would kill us. 

There are many other things we can be citizens of: we can be citizens of politics (which I 
strongly advise against – it will make you crazy!), or a cause, or a hobby, or TV, or a 
million other things. And notice that none of these things are bad in and of themselves – 
the issue is that they can’t hold the weight of the central meaning or focus of our lives.  

No, only God can hold up the weight of being the central focus and purpose of our lives. 
Only He is big enough. And He designed us for this very thing, which is again why the 4th 
century Christian Augustine could write, “You arouse us so that praising you may bring us 
joy, because you have made us and drawn us to yourself, and our heart is restless until it 
rests in you.” 

So when Paul writes to us to live as worthy citizens of the Gospel of Christ, he is telling 
each one of us to be the most “me” that I can be. It isn’t following our hearts, but following 
his heart. It isn’t the journey to find what satisfies you, it’s living in the presence of the only 
one that fully satisfies. 

So, where is your citizenship? What is really at the center of your life? I ask you today to 
merely consider this question and seek an answer to it, aided by prayer and Scripture. We 
have a gracious God, and His grace extends to allowing you time to be less than perfect 
today so that you might be closer tomorrow. Tomorrow, we will discuss what to do with 
your new knowledge.  


