
Here is your word for Thursday, April 9: 
 
Philippians 1:21a, 22a “For to me, to live is Christ… If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean 
fruitful labor for me.“ 
  
As Paul contemplates his certainty that his time in prison will end in God’s glory, whether through 
Paul’s release or death, he reflects on what each possible outcome means. First, he says that to live 
is Christ, and that if he is to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor. 
  
Paul knew the ministry God had called him to. It was a call that became clear not right away, but over 
time as Paul simply obeyed Jesus’ Great Commission. As Paul told people about Jesus he realized 
that God had raised him up with a special mission – to share the Gospel with the Gentiles. I ought to 
mention here that Paul provides us with a good example of how to find out what God has called us to 
in life – simply live being faithful to the things God loves and values, and eventually you will come to 
understand in what special way God intends to use you. In other words, love God, love your neighbor, 
and share the Good News. That’s God’s general call on every Christian. Put that into practice 
wherever and however you can. The more you do it, the more God’s specific call on your own life will 
become clear. 
  
Paul had a clear understanding of God’s specific call on his life, and for that reason he knew what his 
life was all about, what it was for. “To live is Christ,” he said. Life is for serving Christ. It doesn’t matter 
how old you are, or how young. It doesn’t matter how able you are, or how disabled. It doesn’t matter 
whether you know what specifically you will be doing each day, or not. All that matters is that every 
day is to serve Christ, and he will make your labor fruitful. And here I ought to remind us all that we 
are not called to be Paul. God’s already got a Paul. He has made each and every one us for some 
job, some need, some act within the body of Christ such that when he puts us all together Christ is 
more visible to us and to the world than if we were separate. 
  
And something else unexpected happens when we have developed a sense of specific call by 
obeying God’s general call – we will begin to see how our own life fits in with God’s plan and purpose. 
In Paul’s case, he was able to determine if his immediate future held continued life in the body, or 
death leading to being with Christ, “I desire to depart and be with Christ, but it is more necessary for 
you that I remain in the body. Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of 
you for your progress and joy in the faith…” To be clear, this doesn’t mean that we will know 
everything about our future, or that we will never be surprised; it simply promises insight of some 
kind. 
  
Paul obeyed God’s general call on the life of every Christian, and so he came to know and 
understand his specific call to be the missionary to the Gentiles. Understanding his specific call meant 
that Paul had insight into his own future, and that insight gave him hope, joy, and peace. We will 
receive the same from God if we also follow Paul’s pattern. So today take time to look into your own 
life and ask through prayer and meditation on Scripture if you are obeying God’s general call on your 
life (love God, love neighbor, and do both especially through proclaiming and praising Jesus Christ), 
and ask God to reveal his specific call as you obey. 
  
The other side of the coin in how this same process gives us strength and wisdom to grapple with 
death. We’ll get there tomorrow. 
 


