
Here is your word for Tuesday: 

 

Philippians 1:19 – “… through your prayers and God’s provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ 

what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance.” 

  

What does it mean to be delivered? 

  

First, I think that our NIV Bible would be better off using the word “salvation” instead of 

“deliverance.” Deliverance carries the idea of Paul being rescued from his circumstances. But 

this is clearly not what Paul means in his context. Paul, at this point in his argument, has not 

resolved whether or not his imprisonment will result in freedom, or execution. That comes later. 

Further, here Paul says that “what has happened to him” will lead to his salvation. It’s Paul’s 

present circumstances that play a part in guaranteeing his future salvation. 

  

It’s amazing that Paul says what has happened to him – namely that he is in prison for the sake of 

the Gospel – will turn out for his salvation. Here, perhaps, what Paul means is that his 

circumstances are part of God making good on all of His promises. Paul has come to see that 

because of his imprisonment the Gospel is moving forward more powerfully than if he had 

remained free. He also knows that God will let him be ashamed, whether he lives of dies. And so 

Paul concludes that what is happening to him right at that moment was part of God’s plan to save 

Paul himself. 

  

And I believe the reason Paul can make such a statement is that he has completely thrown 

himself in with the cause of Jesus Christ. The priorities and the good of Paul’s Savior captures 

his whole heart, his whole mind, his whole attention. 

  

This passage doesn’t tell you how to be like Paul. It doesn’t say, “Here’s how you change your 

heart and mind and everything that you are so that you care more about Jesus than you do 

yourself.” Instead, it shows us what the result of such commitment is. If Jesus becomes the 

center of our life our circumstances will no longer have the power to determine what we think, 

how we feel, whether we are joyful or sorrowful. This isn’t to say that life should never contain 

sorrow or sadness; Jesus himself grieved at the tomb of Lazarus. Rather it’s to say that, when 

Jesus become our all-in-all, our hope and joy will rely on the Alpha and Omega, the First and 

Last, the Beginning and the End. And with such a foundation, we can never be moved. 

  

Today I encourage you to take a few minutes to pray over your own heart, to ask that God would 

reveal to you the order of your affections, and as he reveals things in your life that stand in the 

place of Jesus, to offer those to God and seek his help to reorder those affections with Jesus at 

the center. 

 


