
Here is your word for Saturday: 

 

Mark 9:38-41 

“Teacher,” said John, “we saw someone driving out demons in your name and we told him to 

stop, because he was not one of us.”  

“Do not stop him,” Jesus said. “For no one who does a miracle in my name can in the next 

moment say anything bad about me, for whoever is not against us is for us. Truly I tell you, 

anyone who gives you a cup of water in my name because you belong to the Messiah will 

certainly not lose his reward.” 

  

This is a remarkable, challenging statement Jesus makes. The disciples have come across 

someone who is doing “unauthorized” ministry in Jesus’ name. Whoever this exorcist is, he isn’t 

part of the leadership of Jesus’ movement. He may not have been known by the disciples and 

there is no indication that Jesus has met him either. 

  

Naturally the disciples are concerned that this rogue agent will ruin whatever good Jesus is 

doing. After all, who is he? What does he know? Is he acting in accordance with Jesus’ wishes or 

not? All of these are good and reasonable questions. And all of them miss the point. 

  

How did the disciples miss the fact that this man was doing a good work? How did the disciples 

miss the fact that Jesus’ power was operating through this nameless man? Did the disciples really 

think that the power of Jesus was there for just anyone to pick up and exercise? Surely this man 

would not have been able to successfully cast out demons without divine authorization! 

  

Folks, our goal here is to protect the people in our communities who are vulnerable to this 

disease. If someone gives us good advice on how to do that… “whoever is not against us is for 

us.” Recognize good wherever you find it, no matter the letter after the name, no matter the news 

network.  

  

When Paul spoke of the people who spread the Gospel to plant a burr in Paul’s own saddle he 

focused on the good work rather than the bad people. He focused on what they had in common 

rather than what separated them. And then, regarding the enemies who accomplished good, he 

said, “And because of this I rejoice.” 

  

Today I encourage you to find something good in the people you normally look down upon. 

Celebrate what brings us together and what makes us alike. Seek truth wherever it may be found, 

and thank the one who gives it to you.  May God guide us all today and make us as generous as 

our Lord Jesus, amen. 

 


