
Daily Devotional for Friday, April 3 

  

Philippians 1:15-18, “It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of 

goodwill. The latter do so out of love, knowing that I am put there for the defense of the gospel. 

The former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up 

trouble for me while I am in chains. But what does it matter? The important thing is that in every 

way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached! And because of this I rejoice.” 

  

In 2 Corinthians we see that when Paul left the church in Corinth (which was also part of Greece, 

although several hundred miles away) certain people entered the church who presented 

themselves as particularly high and significant in the church of Jesus Christ. In Second 

Corinthians 11:5 Paul calls these people “super-apostles,” speaking somewhat sarcastically. 

Although these preachers came with impressive letters of recommendation and touting their 

achievements Paul was not impressed with them. They took advantage of their status within the 

church to get honor and respect, as well as money from the people in the churches. 

  

Perhaps it was these very same people Paul has in mind in our passage in Philippians; people 

who cared more about what they could get from peddling the Gospel instead of preaching the 

Gospel as an act of worship. Further, these people obviously felt themselves in competition with 

Paul and were glad of an opportunity to advance beyond him in notoriety and respect while Paul 

was stuck in prison.  

  

But Paul wasn’t bothered by any of it, because he cared more deeply for the message than he did 

for the messengers. “The important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or 

true, Christ is preached!” 

  

Of course, Paul would have been quick to correct any of these “super-apostles” had they been in 

error about Christ. But I think that’s the point. They weren’t in error in what they preached, even 

if they were in error about other things. And although these people may have even seen 

themselves as in competition with Paul, perhaps even as enemies of Paul, Paul saw that Christ 

united them. 

  

There’s an important lesson for us in all of this. We all have our favorite punching bags. Perhaps 

the easiest to pick out today are Nancy Pelosi or Donald Trump. But we cannot ignore either of 

them when they speak the truth. And perhaps that’s the beginning of healing the brokenness in 

our national politics, in our international relations, and in the fractures we find in our own 

families. No one is wrong 100% of the time, even if some of us make an impressive run at it! 

Look beyond the messenger to the message, and do so especially in these days when we must 

work together to beat the virus.  
 


