
Daily Devotional for Thursday, April 2 

Our suffering has meaning, and it has an end. That’s a brief summary of yesterday’s devotional from John 9 of 

the man born blind. When Jesus came into his life the tragedy of blindness became an opportunity for God’s 

works to be put on display. 

But maybe you’re a bit like me. Maybe you think that’s all well and good for the man born blind, but what 

about my own tragedy, and what about the tragedy of the people around me? I admit that I am haunted by this 

question; what if Jesus doesn’t show up in some tragedy in my life or the lives of the people around me? Will 

that make Jesus a fraud? Will it make me a fraud? I say I am haunted by this question not as a nice way of 

expressing myself, but because I spent hours laboring over yesterday’s devotional. 

I’m not sure that I can give an easy answer to this question. I know that many people seem to suffer and even 

die in unredeemed tragedy, and I admit that I am troubled by this, even as I trust in Jesus. Perhaps it’s one of 

those questions where we won’t have all the answers, a place in our walk with Jesus where faith is both the right 

answer, and the only answer we will get however much we may want more. 

Now the truth is that the question of whether or not God will act is a common story in the Bible, and that makes 

me feel a bit better. And I think there’s no better place it’s addressed than in Exodus chapters 1 through 14. 

Jacob and his sons settled in Egypt. As the family of Israel (Jacob’s other name) grew the Egyptians became 

afraid of them and enslaved them. It’s possible that several generations of Israelites were born and died in 

slavery. And all this time the people were crying out to God. 

Why God waited to answer their cry is never directly addressed. However, we can see why God did answer 

their cry. First we come to Exodus 3:7, “The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I 

have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. So I have 

come down to rescue them…” God was never deaf to the cry of his people, and as we’ll see again in our next 

video podcast on Philippians, including 1:19, “for I know that through your prayers… what has happened to me 

will turn out for my deliverance.” The first reason God rescued his people and turned their tragedy into glory 

was because the people prayed, and God heard. We can still do this today, and we should be doing it for a world 

suffering the effects of the coronavirus. 

The second reason God answered the people’s cry is again closely related to Jesus healing the blind man. In 

Exodus 7 God tells Moses to speak to Pharaoh. Moses, clearly discouraged, questions God’s plan. God reveals 

to Moses that he knows everything that is about to unfold, and he is acting now so that, “…the Egyptians will 

know that I am the Lord when I stretch out my hand against Egypt and bring the Israelites out of it.” (7:5) God 

answered His people’s cry so that His power and nature would be on display, including his deep love for the 

people of Israel (reason 1 again). God waited to act until His actions would have maximum impact not only on 

the people he rescued, but on the people watching. 

It seems to me that as God’s people we do good to our neighbors for at least these two reasons. First, we do it 

because when we serve our neighbors we serve people that Jesus loves, and thus we serve Jesus. But second, we 

do good to our neighbors because it may be that this is the right time for God to make maximum impact – it 

may be a moment when God will utterly transform a person, a situation, an institution, a culture, in such a way 

that the works of God will be fully on display.  

Be faithful, church. Jesus sees and remembers our faithfulness, and at the right time he will transform it all. 

 


