
Here is your word for a Wednesday: 

 

I say frequently that a passage I am preaching out of, or I passage I quote during the worship 

service or the message is “one of my favorites.” Darn Bible, if only it wasn’t so great I wouldn’t 

sound so infatuated whenever I talk about it! 

  

But today I want to point you to one of my very favorite Bible stories. It’s found in John 9, and it 

begins this way; 

  

As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 

sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “It was not that this 

man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him.” 

  

The disciples are so sure they know what tragedy means. And yet Jesus tells them they haven’t 

the foggiest idea. The disciples are sure that tragedy is a mark of shame, the great reveal of the 

darkness we think to hide within. But Jesus thinks differently. The tragedy in the life of the man 

born blind is not a penalty, but an opportunity. It isn’t proof of his wickedness, but rather the 

possibility of God’s glorious work to heal and redeem. 

  

Jesus healed the man born blind, and his friends and neighbors couldn’t believe it. The Pharisees 

rejected it. But the man born blind became “The man born blind who sees!” The works of God 

were displayed in his life. Read the whole story from John 9 to see how. 

  

What do we see when we look out at the world? Do we see judgment, or do we see the beginning 

of opportunity? What would we do with a baby diagnosed as blind in the womb? What do we 

think of the drug addict? What do we do when a new virus threatens our health and security? 

What do we see when recession comes and job losses mount? What would it look like to live as 

if these were opportunities where, sooner or later, God would display his works for all to see? 

  

When tragedy comes we can, and should, respond with care and concern, because we know that 

tragedy is not a sign of God’s anger, but rather the place where He may be most pleased to work. 

And while we ourselves work to alleviate tragedy, following in the Lord’s footsteps, we also 

remember that sometimes the man born blind isn’t healed until Jesus himself appears. 

 


