
Hello church, here is your devotional for today! 

 

Philippians 1:14 – “And because of my chains, most of the brothers and sisters have become 

confident in the Lord and dare all the more to proclaim the Gospel without fear.” 

  

It seems counter-intuitive; one man’s chains make many courageous. Shouldn’t they do the 

opposite? Aren’t those chains a symbol of captivity, of weakness? Aren’t they a warning to like-

minded people to give up their ambition and fall in line? 

  

But that wasn’t what happened when Paul was imprisoned. Everyone came to know that Paul’s 

imprisonment was because of his commitment to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and Paul’s devotion 

to Jesus inspired others to live up to their devotion as well. Paul’s imprisonment didn’t silence 

his testimony, but instead it amplified it, and those around him took notice. 

  

After all, what is the more convincing testimony to Jesus Christ; the testimony that if you follow 

Jesus everything will be alright, or the testimony that even when things aren’t alright you still 

have a God worth following? 

  

The Gospel, the Good News that Jesus Christ is, has accomplished, and proclaims to us is not 

that God has made life easy, not that our circumstances today will always be good and perfect, 

but that God’s power can be brought to bear in our every circumstance! As the Bible says in 

James 5:13, “Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing 

songs of praise. Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over 

them and anoint them with oil.” Or as the book of Ecclesiastes famously puts it, “There is a time 

for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens: a time to be born and a time to 

die…” 

  

And I think that’s what Paul’s brothers and sisters in Christ saw in his chains. They saw a God 

who was, somehow, still God, and still good, both when you were free and when you were in 

prison. 

  

Paul’s chains still speak to us today. They tell us the same thing they told his contemporaries. All 

of our lives, every moment of them, are lived under God’s watchful eye and under His care. And 

He can be, and will be glorified in it all. 

  

One man’s courage to allow his chains to serve Jesus gave confidence, not fear to those around 

him. And we can not only be encouraged by what God did in Paul, we can emulate him and so 

encourage those around us. We reap what we sow, and in this case those around us can reap it as 

well. Faithfulness breeds faithfulness, and our circumstances are no obstacle, but rather 

opportunity. 

 


