
Hello church! Here is your devotional for today! 

 

Philippians 1:13 – “As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to 

everyone else that I am in chains for Christ.” 

  

It took a long time for Paul to get from Jerusalem, where he was first arrested, to trial before 

Caesar in Rome. It must have been long and frustrating for Paul in many ways, yet I am struck 

by one period of in particular of Paul’s imprisonment. Shortly after his arrest, Paul was 

transferred to the custody of Felix, the Roman procurator of Palestine. Felix heard the 

accusations against Paul, and also Paul’s defense against them. And then Felix shut Paul up in 

prison for two years, hoping for a bribe. Felix often called Paul out to hear him speak, and 

clearly also to give Paul the opportunity to offer a bribe (Acts 24:22-26). 

  

How easy it would have been for Paul to simply pay the bribe and make his way out of prison! 

Surely many in the church encouraged him to do exactly this so he could continue his good 

missionary work throughout the Roman Empire. But Paul refused. Instead of offering a bribe 

Paul continually offered the gospel to Felix.  

  

How and why Paul chose to remain in prison is a mystery, but we do have a clue here in the book 

of Philippians. It was evident to Paul that his imprisonment was really about Jesus, and the 

people around him, people he may not have had any other way to reach than by being in prison, 

were coming to realize this. 

  

Folks, our real challenge in life is not changing our circumstances. We follow a God who 

defeated death; what are financial concerns, health concerns, employment concerns, persecution 

or any of the rest of it in comparison? Our real challenge is to be absolutely, completely counter-

cultural and totally radical in waiting patiently in our circumstances for God to do His amazing 

work. After all, Paul wrote to the church in Corinth that, “Each person should remain in the 

situation they were in when God called them. Were you a slave when you were called? Don’t let 

it trouble you – although if you can gain your freedom, do so. For the one who was a slave when 

called to faith in the Lord is the Lord’s freed person; similarly the one who was free when called 

is Christ’s slave.” Who had more credibility to say this than the man who willingly stayed in 

prison when he could have escaped? 

  

Don’t stay in your circumstances out of stubbornness, but don’t simply leave them either. God 

can use you exactly where you are. Just be faithful, follow Jesus, and see what God does. 
 


