
Here is Saturday's devotional: 

 

One of the most amazing things that jumps out to me about Paul’s prayer for the church in 

Philippi is that Paul clearly felt that he still had meaningful fellowship with the church even 

when he was physically apart from them. He says this in Philippians 1:4-5: 

  

“In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel 

from the first day until now…” 

  

That word, translated into English as “partnership” is, in the original language, koinonia. We 

often translate this word as “fellowship,” and here what it really means is not just being a 

member in something, but actually participating in something. Paul is saying to the Philippians 

that when they are together, or when they are separated, they are nonetheless still participating 

together in the work of the Gospel. 

  

More than this, the Philippians and Paul, though in different places, in different contexts, doing 

different things, are still in communion with each other. And this communion reaches through 

their past, present, and future. We call this idea “the communion of the saints,” and it’s part of 

what we affirm every time we say the Apostles’ Creed. 

  

Paul develops the basis of this idea elsewhere in his letters, perhaps especially in Ephesians with 

its focus on being “in Christ.” Jesus is what holds us all together, and because Jesus is the Son of 

God and unlimited in His divinity, dwelling in all his followers by the Holy Spirit, we all have 

the same thing inside of us. We all participate in Jesus, in the Gospel. Each one of us draws life 

not simply as a matter of course, a matter of the continuing of what God has done, but through 

the active sustaining of the Son of God, Jesus Christ; “The Son is the radiance of God’s glory 

and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word.” (Hebrews 

1:3). 

  

Wherever we are, whatever we are doing, however we are feeling; we are all one in Jesus Christ. 

We are in communion with each other. We practice that communion by practicing Christ in our 

lives, and certainly no less through prayer and communication with each other. 

  

Today, I encourage you to be in prayer for your brothers and sisters in Christ, especially in your 

church. I encourage you to make the growth of your brothers and sisters in Jesus your focus. 

Pray for each other, that we would become like Christ, more and more each day. And then think 

about reaching out to one other person in the church and telling them you prayed this for them 

today. 


