
Here is today's devotional: 

 

Philippians 1:6 – “…he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ 

Jesus.” 

  

Yesterday we pointed out that God finishes the work He begins. No external circumstance, nothing that we do, 

no guilt that we carry can stop God from finishing what He starts. But what exactly is the “good work” that Paul 

is convinced God is going to complete in the Philippians? 

  

Gordon Fee, a noted evangelical theologian, suggests that God’s good work in the Philippians is simply 

salvation, and I agree with him. However, we need to clarify just what we mean by “salvation.” 

  

Here’s the thing; when we talk about salvation we normally equate it with the forgiveness of sins and the right 

to go to heaven when we die. And this is indeed part of salvation. But listen again to how Paul phrases it: “he 

who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” That’s something 

that remains to happen; that’s a future event. But elsewhere when the Bible talks about our forgiveness it speaks 

of it as a completed event. Just two examples; Psalm 103:12 says “as far as the east is from the west, so far has 

he removed [past tense] our transgressions from us.” Romans 5:1 says, “Therefore, since we have been justified 

[past tense, justified = declared righteous] through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” Forgiveness is not a future reality, but a present reality. Isn’t that good to know? You really can let go 

of guilt when you bring it before God, because He deals with it now! He doesn’t hold it over your head until a 

later date when He’s ready to forgive! 

But our passage here speaks of a work yet to be completed; God’s good work in us that is only finished at the 

end when Jesus returns. So what does God promise to us that we don’t yet have all of? A new world order, a 

renewal of the world itself, including of you and me! 

  

We are forgiven, but our repair is only begun, not finished. God’s power has entered the world, but the world 

itself is still being mended. The work that is yet to be completed is our resurrection! 

  

And when that happens, the world itself will be different. Romans 8:18-25 tells us that all the creation is waiting 

for the day resurrection will be applied to the followers of Jesus, because at that time the whole world will be 

transformed, because we will be transformed. The struggle with sin will be over and won. The corruption in our 

world, in our very bodies and in all the creation will be ousted. You and I, every follower of Jesus, all that we 

are… it will all be redeemed, made new, restored, and perfected. The book of Hebrews might summarize this 

hope as “entering into God’s rest.” 

  

And maybe that’s a helpful shorthand way of talking about it. God will certainly finish what He started in us – 

He will give us a perfect rest when Jesus comes to rule and make right all that has gone wrong in God’s world. 

  

How does this promise make a difference in your life today? Maybe you need to be reminded that what’s 

happening in your life won’t last forever. Maybe you’ve been so spun around by current events that it’s hard to 

remember what we’re waiting for. Maybe we need to be reminded that this is a period of waiting in which 

God’s promises are slowly transforming us, but the work still needs to continue for a while before it’s finished. 

Maybe the easiest way to apply these things today is just to pray “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done” over 

your life. Ask God where you are saying, “My kingdom come, my will be done” instead and ask for His help to 

change your heart and wait for Him to finish the work. 

 


