
Hello church! You are being prayed for today!  

 

In our message for the week (posted on the church website in video format!) we learned that 

whenever Paul thought of the church in Philippi he gave thanks for them, especially because they 

had been partners in the work of sharing the Gospel from the very moment they heard it. In Acts 

chapter 16 we read a little bit about it. When Lydia heard the Gospel outside the walls of Philippi 

she believed and she and her whole family were baptized. She then invited Paul and his traveling 

companions to stay with her. When Paul was thrown into a Philippian prison the jailer witnessed 

a miracle and he and all his household believed. Then the jailer tended to Paul and Silas’ wounds 

from the beating they had received. They had amazing experiences together of God’s grace, and 

so Paul was thankful for the relationship he shared with them. 

  

Like Paul we are physically separated from many of the people we love, especially our church 

people. But we still share deep and meaningful relationship, and we still have great cause for 

thanks in each other. Take a moment to prayerfully consider why you are thankful for your 

church. You might be helped in this exercise of gratitude through Psalm 107, which I encourage 

you to read in its entirety. Here is just a little bit of it: 

  

“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever. Let the redeemed of the Lord 

tell their story— those he redeemed from the hand of the foe, those he gathered from the lands, 

from east and west, from north and south. Some wandered in desert wastelands, finding no way 

to a city where they could settle. They were hungry and thirsty, and their lives ebbed away. Then 

they cried out to the Lord in their trouble, and he delivered them from their distress. He led them 

by a straight way to a city where they could settle. Let them give thanks to the Lord for his 

unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for mankind, for he satisfies the thirsty and fills the 

hungry with good things.” 

 


