
Hello church - today I want to draw your attention to James 1:2-4: 

 

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that 

the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and 

complete, not lacking anything." 

 

Truth be told, I often wish that life was free of trials. And that's usually how we pray, isn't it? "God, please take 

my pain away from me." "God, please heal my disease." "God, please fix these circumstances. 

 

Let me affirm first of all that these are perfectly permissible prayers that God often answers. But have you 

noticed that frequently he doesn't answer them right away? Why do you think that is? 

 

I think that James 1:2-4 helps to fill in the gap for us. God isn't at work just at the end of our difficulties, He is 

at work in the midst of them. 

 

Look at all of human history - look at your own life. We can be certain that trials come in many different 

shapes and forms. We are undergoing a major trial right now - the coronavirus is causing fear, it's making 

people sick, and some people are even dying. The measures taken to fight the coronavirus are becoming 

increasingly more difficult for us to live up to. "Normal" life is gone for a time, and right now we are living in 

a crisis. And I imagine that you, like me, have been praying that God will bring it to a swift conclusion. 

 

But as I alluded to above, let's not be so quick to miss the in-between time, because God is at work now as 

well, not just to bring the crisis to an end, but to make it worth something to us. 

 

"you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you 

may be mature and complete, not lacking anything." 

 

That in between time, when our cries are rightly getting louder and louder, is that time when God is shaping 

our hearts to be like the heart of our Lord. Consider Jesus, consider Good Friday. When things began to hurt 

on Good Friday, Jesus kept going. I would have given up. I couldn't have made it. But he went on until he 

accomplished what God had purposed for his life. And our lives are on purpose too - our sufferings, our trials, 

they aren't on accident. God is building something out of them. He is building a mature and complete person, a 

person who walks all the way to the cross with Jesus Christ. 

 

These in between times, they take perseverance to get through. God never promised to make life easy, only to 

give us the strength we need for each day. That's why Jesus taught us to pray "Give us this day our daily 

bread." Not every day, but this day. Because this day is part of God's plan to make us like Jesus.  

 

So how do we pray over this day? Do pray for an end to the current trial - that will be a glorious day! But don't 

forget to pray that this day God would give you strength to persevere, so that when you've learned 

perseverance's lesson you will be like Jesus. 

 

This day is on purpose. It's meant to make you like Jesus. 


