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Chrysalis Place 

     Chrysalis Place provides groceries for 
families and individuals who are food 
insecure.  The building from which they 
operate is currently located on           
Brunswick Avenue in Gardiner, but it 
actually was originally located in our 
church storage area.  It is an all           
volunteer operation which depends on 
donations of food and money from the 
communities it serves (Gardiner,        
Farmingdale, West Gardiner, Randolph, 
Pittston and Chelsea).  Groceries of all 
kinds—fresh produce, bread items,  
desserts, meats, dairy products as well 
as non-perishables such as canned   
veggies and fruits and staple goods (i.e.      
peanut butter, baked beans, tuna, 
boxed macaroni and cheese, and 
soups) are given to those who come to 
the center.  Once per month, food is 
delivered to senior citizens who have 
transportation difficulties or are        
physically challenged.  Chrysalis Place is 
a community partner of Good Shepherd 
Food Bank and utilizes several of the 
programs and services that they offer.  
At Christmas, Chrysalis Place prepares 
and passes out Christmas Baskets      
containing all the ingredients for a 
Christmas dinner (including 
turkey!). We have asked 
the congregation for food 
items –    especially at           
Thanksgiving – and          
monetary donations to help support 
their programs.   

Mission  

Projects 

                 The Giving Tree 
 

      The Giving Tree takes place at 
Christmas.  The local welfare office is 
contacted by a member of the        
congregation and receives the names 
of one or more families which have 
applied for assistance with their  
Christmas.  Each family is contacted 
and information about the family 
members is researched such as sizes, 
items needed or wanted, ages, etc.  
The information about appropriate 
gifts is placed on small tags and placed 
on a tree at the front of the church.  
Members of the congregation choose 
a tag and purchase the toy, clothing 
item, etc.  These gift items are then 
brought back to the church after being 
wrapped.  Once all the gifts are 
brought to the church, the gifts are 
delivered to the family’s home so they 
may be given to family members.  This 
has been a very successful project for 
many years and 
many families 
have been able to  
truly celebrate the 
joy of  Christmas 
thanks to the       
generosity of the 
congregation. 

  

        

     This food pantry was created to serve 
the needs of high school students who 
are food insecure.  It was discovered that 
there is a population of students who, for 
a variety of reasons, are not able to         
regularly access the necessary food.  
Troubled families, lack of money,            
homelessness, paperwork issues with 
meal  programs, etc., may be contributing        
factors as well as other issues.  This      
pantry is located in the Guidance suite of 
Gardiner Area High School and is        
monitored by the Guidance staff.           
Thanks to the generosity of a member of 
HAUMC, the pantry has a new small        
refrigerator and microwave for student 
use.  Food items are donated by Chrysalis 
Place Food Center, Food for Thought and 
HAUMC.  Some monetary support is given 
by the MSAD # 11 School Board through a 
monthly budget allotment, and money 
has been collected by HAUMC also.         
According to Guidance personnel,            
between 35-45 different students visit 
and use the pantry. 

Guidance 

      Food  

   Pantry 

       Each month, the Caring Committee of 
HAUMC highlights an organization which      
is meeting needs in our community.  This        
pamphlet describes the missions we support. 
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Gardiner      

Backpack                                           

 Program 

 

       This organization packs                 
approximately 50-85 food  packages  
for elementary and middle school         
students each week.  They also supply 
several boxes full of food/snack items 
to the Guidance Office Food Pantry at 
the high school.  These “backpacks”  
are delivered to the school where         
students pick them up and take them 
home in order to provide “kid friendly” 
foods that they like and may be able         
to prepare (depending on age and  
safety issues).  This food is intended      
to alleviate the food insecurity in local 
homes over the week-ends when 
school lunches and breakfasts are        
not available.   

     The statistics tell us the 1 out of 5 
children face such food insecurity and 
this program tries to address that issue 
by being a resource specifically           
designed to help hungry children when 
they are not in school.  We have           
collected monetary donations to          
support their efforts.  

  

Camp Mechuwana 

       Camp Mechuwana is a “summer 
camp” located in  Winthrop, Maine 
bordering the  Lower Narrows and 
Lake Annabessacook.  It is described  
as “the Methodist church worshipping 
God in nature”.  Programs, camping 
experiences,  retreats and conferences 
are all to be found on its grounds for   
various ages at a variety of times  of 
the year.  They provide “camps”          
in the traditional           
definition as well      
as a wide offering      
of programs on          
specialized topics  
such as sports,       
drama and music.       
Experiences are also available for     
differing ages and some                         
inter-generational programs as well.  
All-season buildings are available for 
youth rallies and adult retreats. 

     Our monthly mission project as it 
relates to Camp Mechuwana is usually 
to collect monetary donations to fund 
the various building repairs,            
equipment replacement or new        
construction projects which are        
needed to maintain or upgrade the 
facilities that house these programs.  
Most members of the congregations 
have participated in activities located 
at Mechuwana and some even            
remember the words to the songs  
sung by the campfires! 

United Methodist  

Economic Mission 

      Beginning in the 1970’s, the rural   
area of Rangeley/Kingfield, Maine was           
identified as poverty stricken.  Since it is  
a rural area, many of the poverty         
program models designed for urban        
areas didn’t apply. The United Methodist 
Church over time has developed a          
program or a series of services which 
more appropriately serve this area.  A 
food pantry, thrift shop and summer  
mission team were  developed in Salem, 
Maine and have now expanded to the 
towns of Solon and Howland.  These 
were designed to assist struggling           
residents with the issues of clothing 
(thrift shop) and food (food pantry).         
The summer mission teams frequently 
address issues concerning shelter such  
as building repair and/or fuel needs such 
as cutting, splitting or stacking wood.   

     Our monthly mission concerning this 
ministry is to collect  donations (mostly 
monetary) to assist with financing the 
special projects for the summer mission 
teams or to fund on-going programs. 

  

      

     Bridging the Gap is a non-profit 
program of Emmanuel Lutheran 
Episcopal Church located in Augusta, 
Maine.  In partnership with the   
United Way of Kennebec Valley, 
they provide three services which 
function as community  resources 
for the area: 

 

  Addie’s Attic Clothing Bank 

  Augusta Community         
Warming Center, and 

  Basic Essentials Hygiene       
Pantry  

 

     The focus of our missions project 
has been on the Basic Essentials   
Hygiene Pantry since it serves the 
greater Gardiner community in a 
way not done by other groups.  We 
have collected and delivered to      
Everyday Basic Essentials Pantry 
such items as diapers, detergents,           
shampoos, dental products, soaps, 
toilet paper and  feminine hygiene 
products. 

Bridging the Gap 

 

 


